





Heath: ‘I executed Polish soldier for wartime rape’ 



Sir Edward; 1 


SIR CDWard Heath com- 
manded a firing squad that ex- 
ecuted a Polish soldier for rape 
during the Second World War; 
according to a documentary 
that offers rare insights into an 
intensely private politician. 

The episode, which had a 
profound effect on Sir Edward, 
took place when he was a mayor 
in the Royal Artillery in Ger- 
many at the end of the war. It 
is related for the first time in A 
Very Singular Mmi, a television 


BY KATHY MARKS 


portrait by Michael CockerelL 

The former prime minister 
says in the film: “The Polish 
man was taken outside by the 
guards and tied up and blind- 
folded, and then the firing 
squad marched out and I gave 
the orders for them to fire. 

“I obviously felt uneasy. It's 
one thing to be in the waz; and 
you see the enemy on the other 
side and so you bombard than. 


and then later on when you pass 
over their ground, you seeded 
bodies tying around 
“That’s one thing. That’s 
war. But if s different when you 
have an inriivkhial I didn’t sleep 
particularly weD that night" 
The documentary, to be 
broadcast on BBC2 on Sunday 
evening, also reveals that senior 
Conservatives tried to many off 
Sir Edward when he was prime 
minister because they felt that 
his bachelor status made him 


appear remote and out of touch. 

The bride whom they had in 
mind was Dame Moura Lym- 
pany, a concert pianist who 
regularly visited Downing 
Street and Chequers while he 
was in office from 1970-74. He 
was an accomplished pianist 
and conductor, and the two 
played in concerts together 

Dame Moura, now 82, Eke Sir 
Edward tells Mr Cockerell that 
she received a visit from the late 
SirTbfton Beamish, a irw»mhwr 


of the executive of the 1922 
Committee. “TUfton came to 
see me at my house and said 
Ted must get married will you 
marry him?’ " she says. “WelL 
I would have regarded it as a 
great honour if Tted had asked 
me to many him." 

Asked whether she would 
have accepted she says; ‘Ah, if 
I hadn't been in love with some- 
body else.” 

Sir Edward who has never 
married tells Mr Cockerell: T 


liked Moura and apparently she 
liked me. We had an interest in 
food and wine and in discussing 
musical performances." 

When he is shown footage of 
Dame Moura describing Sir 
Tufton’s visit. Sir Edward's eyes 
light up. He says: ‘Tifton never 
discussed it with me, but noth- 
ing surprises me anymore.” 
Gallantly, he declines to say 
whether he would have married 
her. 

Sir Edward, who is still an 


MR joined the Royal Artillery 
as a gunner at the beginning of 
the war, and ended liis military 
career as a colonel in Ger- 
many in 1946. 

A friend Lord Healey, a for- 
mer Labour Chancellor says he 
was “enormous!}' changed” by 
his experiences as a gunner. 

“He had a toughness which 
had not been actually visible - 
I don't say he didn’t haw it- be- 
fore the war but it was very vis- 
ible after the war.” he says. 
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Police seize 


Arab terror 


suspects 


SEVEN MEN suspected of being 
linked to Islamic terrorism 
were arrested yesterday in 
London. 

The men. believed to have 
links with Osama bin Laden, 
the alleged terrorist said to 
have ordered last month's US 
embassy bombings in East 
Africa, were picked up in a se- 
ries of early morning raids 
after a lengthy surveillance op- 
eration by MI5 and Scotland 
Yard's Anti Terrorist Branch. 

The men are suspected of in- 
volvement in terrorism, al- 
though it was undear last night 
whether this was in Britain or 
abroad They are believed to 
have links with Mr bin Laden, 
a Saudi Arabian dissident cur- 
rently believed to be in 
Afghanistan is wanted by 
.America in connection with the 
attacks on its embassies in 
Kenya and Ibnzania in which 
more than 250 people were 
killed. 

Security services fear fun- 
damentalists were planning to 
hit a number of American tar- 
gets after the United States 
cruise missile attack on a phar- 
maceuticals factory in Sudan in 
revenge for the embassy bomb- 
ings. 

Security has already been 
tightened at the US Embassy in 
London and other high-profile 
locations such as the Planet 
Hollywood restaurant, whose 
Cape Town branch was 
bombed last month. 

All the men arrested yes- 
terday at seven addresses in 
north-west and west London 
were being interviewed last 
night by the police. An eighth 
address, believed to be business 
premises, was being searched. 

Armed officers were not 

used during the arrests, known 

as Operation Challenge, and 
Scotland Yard stressed last 
night that there had been no 
threat of an imminent attack. 

Scotland Yard has kept the 
FBI in the United States in- 
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BY JASON Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 


formed about the operation. 

The arrests, under section 14 
of the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act 1989, are not believed to 
hare been Baked to any un- 
solved terrorist incident 

Nor were the raids connect- 
ed with the recent changes in 
anti-terrorism laws giving po- 
lice the right to act against sus- 
pected terrorists plotting 
attacks in other countries. 

Safari Muhammad, a spokes- 
man for the International Is- 
lamic Front which supports Mr 
bin Laden’s aims, claimed the 
seven men arrested were all po- 
litical refugees who bad fled the 
Egyptian government after 
campaigning against it 

Mr Muhammad said the 
men were “well-known political 
refugees”. And He added: 
■They publish leaflets and send 
foxes - they have nothing to do 
with terrorism or Bin Laden.” 

He said they had been in 
Britain for more than four 
years and belonged to a num- 
ber of Egyptian Islamic move- 
ments. These men are well 
known by the Special Branch. 
They are here as political 
refugees.” 

He said Special Branch offi- 
cers raided the men's homes in 
the mo rning and that they had 
all gone with them peacefully. 
Their families have since 
moved to friends living near by. 

He added that (me man in his 
30s was a solicitor in Egypt and 
head of the “Organisation for 
Defending the Human Rights of 
Egypt”. 

It is believed that at least one 
of those detained is from Saudi 
Arabia 

The FBI believes that Mr bin 
Laden's organisation, Al Qaeda, 
is committed to murdering 
American military personnel 
stationed in Saudi Arabia, 

Yemen, Somalia and elsewhere. 

and killing American civilians 


worldwide. 

Two men, one a Yemeni, 
Muhmmad al-OwhaH, and the 
other a Kenyan citizen, 
Muhammad Howaida, have al- 
ready been flown to the US to 
stand trial for the Nairobi em- 
bassy bombing 
. The FBI is seeking a third 
man Haroun Eazfl, from the Co- 
moros Islands, in connection 
with the bombings, and it has 
put a reward of up to $2m 
f£1.3m) on his head. 

Terrorism experts believe 
that Mr bin Laden, a multi-mil- 
lionaire, used his wealth to 
fund the bombings in Nairobi, 
and Dares Salaam on 7August 

The attacks prompted 
American retaliation in the 
shape of air strikes in 
Afghanistan and Sudan. 

The information gathered 
by MI5 and police surveillance 
was passed to Scotland Yard’s 
Anti-Terrorist Branch, com- 
manded by Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner Alan Fry, which 
made yesterday’s arrests. M35 
has been stung by criticism that 
London is a hotbed of interna- 
tional terrorism. 

Senior %r d sources admit 
London, like other capital dties, 
is a “target-rich” environment 
for fundamentalist groups who 
are intent on pursuing a holy 
war against America or Britain. 

However; they say they are 
more concerned about a mav- 
erick group committing a “one- 
off” random attack on a target 
such as Planet Hollywood, 
which is impossible to predict 
or plan for. 

The last major Midcile-East- 
inspired attack in London was 
in 1994 when two Palestinians 
planted a car bond} outside 
the Israeli Embassy, causing 
£5m damage and injuring 13 
people. 

Scotland Yhrd says it has 
been successful in helping the 
French, particularly with Al- 
gerian terrorists plotting acts 
in France from London. 



A soldier from the Southern Africa intervention force watching looters pillage a shop in the Lesotho capital, Maseru Report page 14 AP 


Ashdown warns Blair 
‘not to betray voters’ 


PADDY ASHDOWN will today 
warn Tbny Blair that he risks be- 
traying the voters and “damag- 
ing” the Government’s working 
relationship with the Liberal 
Democrats. 

In his strongest attack so far 
on Mr Blah; the Liberal Demo- 
crat leader will tell the Prime 
Minister that their joint project 
for constitutional reform is 
threatened by the expected de- 
cision to delay and water down 
the afotixwersial Freedom of In- 
formation BQL 

Mr Ashdown will also use his 
keynote speech at his party con- 
ference in Brighton to defuse 
growing frustration at his policy 
of “constructive opposition”. 
Many party supporters believe 
this has forced the leadership 


BY COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


to pull too many punches 
against the Government 

Mr Ashdown has been bold- 
ing back some of his parly’s 
MPs from calls to break off 
co-operation with the cabinet 
committee on constitutional 
reform. 

The frustration has been fu- 
elled by fears that Mr Blair wifi 
renege on the promise to hold 
a referendum on proportional 
representation in this Parlia- 
ment on the outcome next 
month of the Jenkins commis- 
sion on electoral reform. 

Mr Ashdown will teD Liberal 
Democrats they are doser than 
ever to achieving their goal of 


elector reform aDd they should 
not “blow it" now by seeking to 
break off relations with the Gov- 
ernment. Clearty damping down 
expectations over the Jenkins 
commission, he will urge them 
to be reafistfa about co-operation 
with the Government 

Sources dose to Mr Ash- 
down said: “He will tell them 
that there are opportunities to 
be grasped - you have to be up 
to it" But be will make it clear 
to Mr Blair that the relationship 
could reach breaking point if he 
seeks to water down the com- 
mitment to Freedom of Infor- 
mation, as contained in the 
Labour manifesto, and foils to 
deliver on a PR referendum in 
this Parliament 

Opposition to PR, page 2 


N unn takes National Theatre into rep 


the NATIONAL Theatre will 
shortly announce that it is 
forming a repertory company of 
actors. The company, which 
will perform in four Pja^s 
together; will start productions 
next spring and might eventu- 
ally take up a residency outside 
London. 

The initiative by the Nation- 


by David lister 

Arts News Editor 


al's artistic director; TTevor 
Nunn, wiD mark a return to old 
style “rep” in which actors 
build up a company ethos and 
familiari ty with their audience 
as well as achieving a recog- 
nisable style of performing. 


The move, planned for some 
time by Mr Nunn, will go some 
way to answering tbe anxieties 
expressed by Sir lan McKellen 
who told The Independent yes- 
terday that the lack of reperto- 
ry companies meant actors 
could not bone their skills prop- 
erty, and that when he played 
at the National he had no dear 


idea of the sort of people that 
were in the audience. Sir Ian is 
spending the next six months 
acting in repertory in Leeds. 

A dose associate of Trevor 
Nunn said: “Trevor is moving 
towards this and there will be 
an announcement soon. He 
feels you can explore Shake- 
speare, for example, in much 


more depth with a company 
that has established a certain 
style” 

A spokeswoman for the Na- 
tional Theatre said its audience 
was predominantly middle- 
class, middle-aged and white. 
An actors audience? page 3 
Leading article; 

Review; page 3 
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A European judgment 
means Britain will make 
it illegal for parents to 
beat their children 
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South Africa's military 
intervention in the tiny 
kingdom of Lesotho has 
proved extremely costly 
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purchase of the Coral 
betting chain 


RAGE 19 


SPORT 


The golfer Nick Faldo and 
his coaching guru, David 
Leadbetter, have split after 
13 years 
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Get a mortgage 
decision in less 
time than it 
takes to do today’s 
crossword. 




30 20 30 49 


Just drop into your local Halifax or call the hotline and you'll 
know exactly hew much you can borrow, so you’ll know exactly 
how much you can spend. There aren’t many things you 
can do in 15 minutes, but you can get a mortgage derision! 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 
HECYCLHQ 


Recycled paper made up 46.03 per cent of the raw 
material for UK newspapers in 1997 


PR opposed 
by Labour 
grass roots 


By Andrew Grice 

Political Editor 

STRONG EVIDENCE of grass- 
roots Labour opposition to 
proportional representation 
emerged last night in a survey 
of 150 constituency party 
chairmen. 

In a warning shot across 
Tony Blair's bows as he pre- 
pares to decide whether to 
change the voting system for 
general elections, the poll sug- 
gested he will have serious 
problems persuading his parly 
to support electoral reform. 
The survey was organised by 
the AEEU engineering union, 
which will lead the fight against 
changing the first-past-the-post 
system at next week’s Labour 
conference. 

BPRL, an independent re- 
search agency that questional 
the local parly chairmen, found 
that a majority (62 per cent) be- 
lieved PR leads to weak coafition 
government Almost three- 
quarters thought PR would give 
disproportionate power and in- 
fluence to smaller parties such 
as the Liberal Democrats. 

A majority (56 per cent) re- 
garded as “flawed” the proposal 
expected to be recommended 



Jenkins: Reform ‘flawed’ 


next month by the commis- 
sion on electoral reform 
chaired by Lord Jenkins of 

BiTft l PaH, Bw T ihfrr fll T Vnwr at 

peer. Under the plan, about 
500 MPs would be elected 
under the alternative vote sys- 
tem, allowing people to list 
candidates in their order of 
preference, "topped up” by an- 
other 100 chosen to reflect each 
party’s share of the vote in 
each region. 

A huge majority (86 per cent) 
of those polled believed the in- 
troduction of a regional list 
system of candidates would 
give more power to Labour 
headquarters and take it away 
from ordinary members. More 
than half (56 per cent) thou ght 
regional lists would make it less 


BRITAIN TODAY 



likety that working dass people 
were elected to Parliament 

Ken Jackson, the AEElTs 
general secretary said: “No 
more proof is needed - the 
Labour Party wfll not want to 
tak e a i p«p into the dark and 
abandon first-past-the-post. 
Unions and constituencies are 
united in rejecting change for 
change’s sake.” 

An AEEU source said the pcil 

findings “put the skids” und er 
Liberal Democrat Leader Paddy 
Ashdown’s attempt to win a 
seat in Mr Blair’s Cabinet «nd 
farm a coalition with Labour 

The union's survey was dis- 
missed by the Make Votes 
Count campaign, which sup- 
ports change. It said the poll 
was flawed because the ques- 
tions were loaded, and that 
gL nme chair men not bad 
time to consult members. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor; adds his voice to those 
cabinet ministers who oppose 
PR in today’s New Statesman 
magazine. He says: “Most peo- 
ple know that cue of the features 
of Parliamentary democracy is 
the link between the member 
and the constituency. I value 
thal which is one of the reasons 
why I remain to be convinced.” 
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FORECAST 

General stnatSaa: South-west England and Wales will have sunny spells, but 
there is a threat of showers. Northern Ireland will brighten up after grey start, 
but showers are possfote this afternoon. Elsewhere it will be mostly dry with fog 
and low cloud lifting to leave sunshine in many places, but north of the Humber, 
eastern counties are fikely to stay dull. 

London. C one S A SC England. USdUndi, E Wales, NW England, Lak* Disc, 
Ur of Moor Early mist and low cloud Kiting to leave warm sunshine, but there 
Is a slim risk of showers in the more western fringes later. A fight to moderate 
easterly breeze. Max temp 19-22C (66-72F). 

E AngOa, Cm N A HE En gl a nd : Morning mist and low cloud may Unger well 
into the afternoon, but the sun will break through in a few places. A light easter- 
ly wind. Max temp 1 4-1 7C (57-63F). 

Chennai M, SW England, Ml Wo: Quite warm wltn sunny spells, but also a 
risk of scattered heavy showers, perhaps thundery. A moderate south-east 
breeze. Max temp 1&-2IC (64-70F). 

N Ireland-' Slowly brightening up after a grey start, but showers may reach 
southern counties later. A light easterly wind. Max temp 16-19C (61-66F). 
Glasgow, SMI A NW S co t la n d. W Most Becoming mostly sunny after early fog 
and low cloud disperse, but pare of the Central lowlands may stay rather 
Cloudy A light east wind Max temp 1 7-20C (63-68F]. 

SE*NH Sco tlan d . Ecflnbanfa, Ab erd e e n. N Isles: MKt and low cloud Ire- • 
ing near the coast, but It wfll be much brighter and wanner to [he west of high 
ground. A light south-east wind. Max temp 15-1SC (59-64FJ. but only 13C 155F) 
where »t stays dull. 
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SUN & MOON 


Sun rises: Of. 4? 

5un sets: 18 55 
Moon rises.-ni.25 
Moon sets: 20.47 
First quarter: 28 Sept 




WEATHERLINE 

For the latest forocarts dal 0891 5009 
roBowed by (he two dipt* for jrour area. 
Source: the Mel Office. Calls charged at 
50p per min (Inc VAT] 


OUTLOOK 

Showers m the south-west tomorrow will become more organised and heavy 
after dark and spread to all but northern Scotland on Saturday, it will remain 
fairly warm away from North Sea coasts. 


TRAVEL 

Roads: West Wdtands: MS batmen J5 


iBtiaml and J2 (Dudley). Resurfacing 
work • narrow lanes- Urol 12ffi October. 
West Yorkshire: Mi between J<3 Stouten 
and J42 {tollhouse Interchange) (M62). 
Roadworks «6h SQmph spaed ttnui 
Until 1st November. 

BuddnabsMfefcKMSO batmen Junctions 
la (MSS) 8 3 (Wycombe East). Thee nar- 
row lanes both ways and a SO mph speed 
few in farce. Urafl 1st January 1999. 
B erkshir e: M* between JB79 (Mad an head) 
and J7 (Sough). New road layout wflh a 


50mph speed brft dump nood refcel work- 
Until 30th November. 

Bristol: MS J18-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avcraxxfih Bndge. Untfl m January 2001 . 
Suffolk: AI4. Wrious restrictions hr place. 
Una 31 at Decent** 1999. 
C amb ridgeshire Ai between Aicontxny 
and Haddon. Construction, lane dosuros 
and contr afl o w Untfl 31st December. 

AA Rowfwatdc Call 0338 401777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. 

Cafis charged at SOp per min (Inc VAX). 




T>evor Rees-Jones: law suit marks final breakdown of relations with former employer 

Rees- Jones sues the Ritz 


TREVOR REES- JONES, the 
bodyguard who survived the 
crash which killed Diana, 
Princess of Wales, yesterday 
brought a tegal action against 
the Rite Hotel for its role in 
events leading to the accident 
The move could lead to crim- 
inal charges against senior 
managers of the Paris hotel 
which is owned by Mr Rees- 
Jones’ former employes Mo- 
hammed al-Fayed. Although 
technically a complaint against 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

persons unknown. Mr Rees- 
Jones alleges negligence on 
the part of the Ritz, and a lim- 
ousine company, in allowing 
the crash car to be driven by an 
unqualified driven 

The legal action marks the 
final breakdown of relations 
between the former bodyguard 
and Mr Fhyed. Mr Rees- Jones, 
who resigned from Mr Iced’s 


Harrods owner In Britain. He 
alleges that he has reneged on 
a written commitment to pay all . 
his legal hills arising from the 
accident in August last year. If 
the British suit is successful Mr 
Payed would have to fund Mr 
Rees-Jones's action against, 
the Ritz, his own company. 

Mr Rees-Jones was griev- 
ously injured in the 1997 crash 
which killed Diana, Dodi Jhyed, 
and their driven Henri PauL 
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RAIN OR 
SHINE... 

AUTUMN LOOKED set to 
breeze in again today as the 
London Weather Centre 
predicted this could be last of 
the warm sunny days. The 
Indian Summer looks likely to 
come to an end with showers 
starting in the South-west 
around lunchtime and slowly 
spreading throughout the day, 
a spokesman said. The sudden 
warm spell could have been 
caused by the unrest in the 
Atlantic where three storms are 
brewing at once, he said. 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 



High A will continue to decline, bur High C wfll build In-situ. low E will move 
slowly north-east and deepen. 
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THE WORLD YESTERDAY 
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Has London theatre reached the stage 
where it can’t find a decent audience? 


‘London Theatre is im- 
P^rsoruiL Its audiences 
are full of tourists; its ac- 
tors do not have a com- 
munal spirit ' 

WHEN SDR. Ian McKellen fired 
his broadside at theatre in the 
capital in an interview in The In- 
dependent yesterday, he did so 
m spirited style. He questioned 
whether some people in the au- 
dience at the National Theatre 

could even speak the Language 

and wondered why there were 
no blackfaces in the audience. 
And he said he was mov ing for 
six months to Leeds to find fol- 
filment in the repertory com- 
pany of the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse. 

Sir Ian is not the first of 
Britain’s great classical actors 
to be caustic about London au- 
diences. Six years ago Sir Alec 
Guinness turned his back on 
the West End, remarking: *Td 
rather feo to the provinces 
where they still speak English 
and not Japanese.” 

Sir Ian McKellen chooses 
more lyrical language. He does 
not, he says, want to “betray the 
soul of acting'' by perfor ming 
anymore in large theatres with 
no idea of what sort of people 
are in the audience. In the re- 
gions, he says, local people 
look on the theatre as theirs and 
build up a relationship with 
the actors, just as the actors in 
an old-fashioned rep company 
where they appear in several 
plays and build up a relation- 
ship with each other. 

In Leeds, the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse artistic director, 
Jude Kelly is making racfical at- 
tempts to bring theatre to new 
audiences. There has already 
been a cyber cafe, and there wQl 
soon be video screens in the 
foyer to accompany an adapta- 
tion of the best-selling book 
Deadmeat by the multimedia 
artist Q. 

Jude Kelly said: “Tb secure 
the future of theatre we need to 
find ways to encourage new, 
young audiences, lb do this it 
is essential that we explore 
mediums that extite and en- 
thral younger generations and 
celebrate subjects and ideas 
that appeal to them." 

And London’s best-known 


Bv David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


impresario Sir Cameron Mack- 
intosh has Chosen to premiere 
his second re-working of the 
musical Martin Guerre in 
Leeds, saying: “The Wfest\brfc- 
shire Playhouse is without 
doubt one of the most exciting 
and adventurous regional the- 
atres in the country and I am 
proud to be a part of it" 

Yesterday a bewildered 
theatreland in London was 
fighting back. The Society of 
London Theatre pointed to a 
new report, prepared at the 
London School of Economics, 
which shows West End theatre 
as a billion-pound business. In 
the first study to give a com- 
plete picture of the popularity 
and economic impact of theatre 
in the capital, it shows that 1L5 
million seats were sold in the 
West End last year with a tick- 
et revenue of £ 2 46m. 

The report, written by Tbny 
Havers, director of the Greater 
London Group at the LSE, also 
states that 41,000 jobs depend on 
West End theatre, theatregoers 
in London spent £433m on 
restaurants, holds, transport 
and merchandise last year and 
London theatre’s total economic 
impact in 1997 was £L075m. 

Nica Burns, production th- 
ree tor of Stoll Moss Theatres, 
said last night “Please come 
back Ian McKellen. The West 
End would love to have you 
bade and you would find that we 
have a flush of contemporary 
writing with such shows as 
Popcorn and Closer. It’s a ter- 
rible misconception that most 
audiences are made up of 
tourists.” 

The Wsst End producer Thel- 
ma Holt, who is also the 
Cameron Mackintosh professor 
of contemporary theatre at Ox- 
ford University said: T think 
British audiences are the best in 
the work! Last week three and 
a half hours of Hamtetin Japan- 
ese received rapturous applause 
at the Barbican. Of course there 
are a lot of foreigners in our au- 
diences but I think that’s an ad- 
vantage. It’s nice to have a 
cosmopolitan audience." 

Leading article. 
Review; page 3 



West End theatres generate much revenue for the capital's economy and provide 41,000 jobs Emma Boam 


is Ian McKellen right? 
The View from The Stalls 

The Independent went to a performance of Closer at the 
Lyric Theatre, in Shaftesbury Avenue, London, to ask the- 
atregoers whether West End audiences actually appreci- 
ate what they're seeing on the stage. 

Craig Kennedy, 42, attorney; 
from San Francisco 

“I know absolutely nothing about this play. 

We bought tickets for it at a half-price ticket 
booth after flying in this morning. What this 
actor says is fine by me." 

Sue Hall, 43, housewife, 
from Putney, London 

“I haven't been to the theatre for quite a long 
time - 1 just haven't arranged it for a while. I 
think it's probably right that there are a lot 
of tourists because they have the time to go.” 


Robert Southgate, 64, retired, 
from Warwickshire 

“I come to the theatre a lot. H he [Sir Ian Mc- 
Kellen] said he would rather play in the 
provinces I’m delighted about it because I'm 
on the board of the Birmingham Rep." 

Anne THesi, SI, travel agent 
from Tunbridge Wells, Kent 

B l don’t understand McKellen's remarks. An 
audience is an audience wherever they come 
from. It would be like me saying I won't have 
anyone booking a holiday who isn't English." 


John Stone, 53, stockbroker, 
from Dagenham, Essex 

“I come to the theatre very much... proba- 
bly once a fortnight I've got a lot of respect 
for Ian McKellen but I think London is the place 
for theatre and culture.” 

Victoria Burke, 53, self-employed, 
from Tunbridge Weds, Kent. 

“We've done all the big ones - Miss Saigon, 
Cats , Lbs Mis... It’s very sad that Ian McKeHen 
has taken that attitude. It’s quite arrogant to 
say foreigners don't appreciate the theatre.” 

WnSam Robertson, 34, yoga instructor 
from New Zealand 

1 don’t go to the theatre regulariy. ) see movies 
more often. I found out about this from Time 
Out. I think a large proportion of people see- 
ing plays in London aren't from England." 

The Rev Gerakfaie James, 65, mi ni ster 
from Maryland, USA 

“I love the theatre, but I don't go much in the 
States - so this is a treat for me.To me [Sir 
Ian McKellen’s] reading into the mind of his 
audience something that might not be true.’' 










No hype, no glamour, but 
an ovation for Leicester 



are for more profit-based’ Doug MarkeiPoge One 


by Sheldon miller 

IT IS more than 100 miles off the 
West End tourist trail but Hay- 
market Theatre. Leicester, 
proves a big enough draw to at- 
tract a crowd of 300 on a 
Wednesday afternoon. 

There is little in the way of 
hype or glaxnoux: No one is of- 
fering tickets on the streets and 
no one is taking pictures outside 
the building for the folks back 
home. There is not a Japanese 
or an American in sight 

Here is a midweek mix of the 
elderly and students, with the 
odd suited professional, whose 
presence is conspicuous by the 
way they choose to sit alone, 
surrounded by empty seats. 
Time, space and relaxation is 
obviously what they want. 

They are watching The Rink, 
a musical starring Linzi Hate- 
ley, better known for her recent 
performances in the world tour 
of Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolor Drcamcoat. This 
plav has been adapted from Ter- 
rence McNally's book, about a 
rink which a mother wants de- 
molished for the memories it 
holds, but her daughter cher- 
ishes all it stands for. 

Staff at the Haymarket are 
pleased with this afternoon’s 
turnout A crowd of 300 is a 
healthy midweek number in a 
theatre capacity of 750. Last 
year's audience figures, from 
March 1997 to March 1998. ran 
at 72 percent of capacity: annual 


turnover reached £1.5m. The 
Haymarket has never swelled 
with the same kind of audience 
figures as London’s prestigious 
theatres But people are not 
here for the riches, it is the bU2z 
that they are after And it is the 
buzz they want to create. 

Paul Kfinyson, 40, is the 
artistic director. He has worked 
at the theatre for three years 
and before that in Chichester; 
Bir mingham and Manchester. 
He has taken shows to London, 
and some were a success. So 
why is he not there now? 

“London finds it more diffi- 
cult to experiment ... it's all 
geared to money. We too have 
to manage a budget, but we do 


things because we want to do 
them and we like to experiment 
There’s room to do that here. 

“We had Eddie Izzard up 
here recently doing a perfor- 
mance of Edioard, the Second, 
and it was fantastic. You would 
struggle to find that in London. 
Besides, it was more relevant 
to bold a performance here 
because it was here in Leices- 
ter where Edward the Second 
came to such a sticky end.” 

At the interval the crowd 
spills out into the foyer; left rel- 
atively untouched since the 
eariy Haymarket days of the 
Seventies. The carpet is a lurid 
mix of purple and pink zig- 
zags, but staff are working on a 


lottery grant to change that 

Three sisters, Eileen Nuttall, 
Betty Potter and Sheila 
Roberts, are discussing the 
first hour of performance. Mrs 
Roberts, 62, of East Goscote, 
is areolar theatre goer. “I love 
musicals and this is right up my 
street,” she said. “I’ve paid 
just £5 for a seat What more do 
you want to know? - 

Gwen Rowlings, 31, is a 
teacher from Peterborough, 
who has come here with a 
party of students studying 
GNVQ performing arts. “The 
students are enjoying this just 
as much as any London show 
they have seen,” she said. 

Sally Anne Tye, head of mar- 
keting and sales at the Hay- 
market, says there is more 
experimentation in the regions 
because, “there is a really 
strong commitment to audi- 
ence development and outreach 
work ... In Leicester; 35 per cent 
of foe oily’s population is Asian, 
so we reflect that with Asian 
theatoe initiatives, that’s just one 
strand of our work, lie Hay- 
market has got a reputation of 
presenting a broad balance of 
performances and taking risk. . . 

“There’s too much West End 
bias, everyone outside of Lon- 
don knows that We are happy 
to get on with our own thing, 
minus the hype. There hasn't 
been an explosion in the 
provinces, theatre development 
has always been strong and our 
audiences know that" 
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FIVE REGIONAL POWERHOUSES 
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NOTTINGHAM 

PLAYHOUSE 

Sir Richard Eyre was 
director in the 
Seventies and forged 
a challenging 
partnership with the 
playwrights David 
Hare and Howard 
Brenton. Has strong 
community links, 
sometimes selling 
tickets in night dubs. 


theatre royal, 

PLYMOUTH 

The third largest 
theatre organisation In 
Britain. Its co- 
production of West 
Side Story is about to 
open in the West End. 
Runs the largest youth 
theatre in Britain and a 
community theatre, 
The People’s 
Company. 


ROYAL EXCHANGE, 
MANCHESTER 

Reopens this autumn 
two years after being 
damaged in the IRA 
bombing of 
Manchester. The 
Theatre in the round 1 
has attracted stars 
including Vanessa 
Redgrave, Robert 
Lindsay and Albert 
Finney. 


BRISTOL 
OLD VIC 

Britain's oldest 
working repertory 
theatre, the 
atmospheric 18th- 
century building has 
been home to top 
performers including 
Timothy West, 
Daniel Day-Lewis 
and Miranda 
Richardson. 
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HAVE THOUGHT OF 
EVERYTHING. 


CAN WE? 


BusinessFirst: Chauffeur driven cars; 
Drive Thru Check in*, Electronic Sleeperseats, 
First Class service, Business Class fare. 

For more information call 0800 747 800 
or contact your local Travel Agent. 
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Shoppers being 
conned, says OFT 


Britain's Largest supermar- 
kets were the subject of fresh 
criticism yesterday when a 
report from the Office of Fair 
Trading accused them of using 
their near monopoly position to 
charge shoppers higher prices. 

The report comes just weeks 
after the OFT launched an in- 
vestigation into the super- 
markets to establish whether 
stores like Teseo. Sainsbury 's, 
Asda and Safeway use their 
huge buying power to drive 
down the prices they pay to sup- 
pliers but then fail to pass on 
those savings to consumers. 

Paul Dobson, one of three 
academics commissioned by 
the OFT to produce the report 
said yesterday that British shop- 
pers' must look at the prices 
charged in supermarkets over- 
seas and wonder whether they 
are being -ripped off" at home. 

“It appears from our re- 
search that there is generally 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate Cily Editor 

an absence of intense compe- 
tition on high streets and in 
supermarkets," he said 
“The result is higher profits 
for the retailer but higher 
prices for the customer' 4 
The report expresses con- 
cern that the increasing dom- 
inance of major supermarkets 
could lead to an abuse of power. 

Research has shown that 
profit margins enjoyed by UK re- 
tailers are three times those of 
their counterparts in other 
countries in Europe and in die 
United States. The report shows 
that the market share of the 
largest five food retailers has 
grown from 23 per cent in 1984 
to around 44 per cent Profit 
margins have increased by 50 
per cent in the same period 
As suppliers, farmers have 
been up in arms over their 


treatment by the supermar- 
kets. One Ipswich pig farmer 

yesterday said that supermar- 
kets paid him “half the cost of 
production”. He added that it 
was impossible for UK farmers 
to produce animals at the same 
price as continental European 
rivals because of Britain's food 
production legislation. 

Farmers have been incensed 
by elftiwM? from Tesco that the 
supermarket group “makes no 
money on meat". Ifescoand the 
other supermarkets maintain 
that more stringent food pro- 
cessing in file wake of the BSE 
scare has made the production 
of meat more expensive. 

The OFT report was criti- 
cised by the supermarket op- 
erators. Asda said: “Whenever 
we achieve savings or our sup- 
pliers give us a better price, we 
pass that on to the customers ” 

Safeway lambasted the re- 
port, saying it contained “no 


original research". The com- 
pany said recent research into 
comparative prices showed 
British prices were near the bot- 
tom, with Itajy the d^apest and 
Belgium the most expensive. 

The supermarkets pointed to 
price campaigns launched in 
the past few days by Asda and 
Salisbury's as evidence of 
healthy competition. But in- 
dustry experts say the super- 
markets have launched the 
initiatives because they know 
marfrp* js being scru tinised 

They also say prices in 
America are cheaper because 
it is abigger market with lower 
shop rental and transport costs 
. Analysts add that food prices 
in countries like Germany are 
cheaper because supermar- 
kets there do cot offs 1 the same 
quality of service as in Britain. 

The OFT is due to report 
its preliminary findings in 
December. 



UP TO 

■ . : • ’ ■ — - v- - i* ■*. 1 : fl. , f.V.* /‘v* . . ' I * .r* 


Cap and George, a yellow labrador and fox terrier; in their pens at U.K. Quarantine in W»rtmgton, near MfldenbaU, 
Suffolk; many animals at the holding base are placed there by American servicemen Brian Hams 


Pets’ passports 
will supercede 
quarantine rules 



A NATIONAL licensing scheme 
for Britain's 14 milli on cats and 
dogs is being draw n up by the 
government as part of its radi- 
cal overhaul of quarantine laws. 

The pet licence plan em- 
erged yesterday as Nick 
Brown, the Agriculture Minis- 
ter; backed an independent re- 
port that recommended a new 
system of “pet passports" and 

mirm riti p implan ts for animals 

entering the UK from Europe. 

The long awaited Kennedy 
report, commissioned by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
published yesterday, called for 
the abolition of the six month 
quarantine Cor cats and dogs 
brought from European Union 
and other rabies-free countries. 

Ian Kennedy, professor of 
health law at UmweisifyCoflege, 
London, said that his panel of 
scientists had concluded that 
the sweeping changes to Brit- 
ain’s 100-year-old quarantine 
laws would not increase the cur- 
rent low risk of a rabid animal 
entering the UK. 

Under the proposals out- 
lined in the Kennedy report, an- 
imals travelling to Britain 
would have to be vaccinated 
and then have a micro chip im- 
planted in their ear or neck to 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

prove their identify. The chip 
would be scanned by Customs 
officers to verify the pets' blood 
test certificate and owners 
would be charged up to £200, 
rather than the £2.500 it cur- 
rently costs to keep them in 
quarantine. 

The 300-page report pre- 
dicts that the number of pets 
entering the country from 
abroad would soar from 7,300 a 
year to more than a quarter of 
a million a year, but insists 
that the six month detention pe- 
riod would remain for those 
nations deemed to have a high 
risk of rabies. 

Pets coming from the Unit- 
ed States will still have to 
undergo the six month wait as 
research shows that the disease 
in endemic in North America, 
but rabies-free islands such as 
Australia, New Zealand, Cyp- 
rus. Malta, Hawaii and others 
would be included in the new 
scheme. 

The Government is in broad 
agreement with the proposals, 
but the minister revealed 
yesterday that it could be 2001 
before they are implemented. 


Vampires just had 
bad dose of rabies 


COUNT DRACULA wasn’t a 
vampire - he had rabies, ac- 
cording to a Spanish doctor who 
says ancient European legends 
about the blood-drinking un- 
dead were actually descrip- 
tions of people with the illness. 

The symptoms of the ad- 
vanced form of the disease, in 
which the virus attacks the 
brain, include an aversion to 
bright light, water and mir- 
rors, an apparent liking for 
blood and sex, and biting. 

Juan Gomez-Alonso of the 
XeraJ Hospital in Vigo, Spain, 
says these symptoms match the 
folklore of rapacious, sexually 
predatory vampires being un- 
able to go out in tiie day, hav- 
ing no reflection, and burning 
if they touch water. 

Musde spasms in the neck 
can make victims look dog-like, 
and cause them to vomit blood, 
while some suffer violent im- 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

pulses that make them try to bite 
people, and others get erec- 
tions that last for days. Dr 
Gomez-Alonso writes in the jour- 
nal Neurology. “I was shodted 
by the similarities between vam- 
pirisrfc and rabies,” he says. 

Dr Gomez-Alonso has also 
found evidence of a major 
rabies outbreak in Hungary 
between 1721 and 1728 - the 
time when the legend of Drac- 
ula first gained currency. 

“The similarities are too 
dose to be coincidental," Dr 
Gomez-Alonso writes. 

In which case, it could be 
that what the Count needed was 
not a stake through the heart, 
but a needle in the arm - before 
he fell ill — for once the symp- 
toms begin to show, the disease 
is invariably fetal. 
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CITY 2000 


Oh What a Night! 

We window shopped in the largest city in the 
world, sent virtual postcards from LA then 
relaxed with Net Girl, the essential premier 
online magazine. 

To coo! down we enjoyed a tipple in the 
Cocktail Club and browsed the Pub Guide 
before suiprising our friends overseas with 
animated musical telegrams. 

It didn't cost a penny. 

ft's hot in the City.... 

Cruise the surfer's paradise 

www.dty2000.com 
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Galleries ‘fooled by conman in elaborate art fraud 


AN EXPERT con mag master- 
““nded an art fraud of such 
complexity thatit took in some 
m Britain's leading galleries, 
collectors and experts, a court 
was told yesterday. 

Sometimes styling himself 
professor, sometimes doctor 
John Drewe allegedly created 
^Ones for non-existent works 
• pyfamousmodern artists, then 
paid a skilled painter £250 a 
tune to create them. The court 
was told that John Mvatt, a 
struggling artist copied the 
styles of artists such as Ben 


By Andrew Buncom be 

Nicholson, Marc Chagall, Gra- 
ham Sutherland and Alberto Gi- 
acometti, and that one of his 
creations fetched a price of 
more than £100,000. 

Using old wood to make the 
frames and carefully-forged 
artists’ signatures to perfect the 
paintings, Mr Drewe created 
elaborate stories to lure un- 
knowing acquaintances to sell 
the paintings to galleries and 
collectors. Dealers they ap- 
proached included Sotheby’s 


and Christie’s, Southwark 
Crown Court was told. 

While Mr Drewe, 50, of 
Reigate, Sumy, was driven 
primarily by a desire for money 
bis efforts over a 10-year peri- 
od suggested “an intellectual 
delight in fooling people” said 
John Be van. QC, for the pros- 
ecution. His actions also 
showed contempt for the entire 
art world, (he archives of which 
had been severely damaged. 
“He was a consummate and ex- 
pert operator in his chosen 
field," Mr Bevan said. 


At the heart of the case, the 
court was toM, was Mr Drewe's 
ability to create histories or 
“provenances” which showed 
whether a pam ting was genuine. 

He even paid £20,000 to London’s 
'fete Gallery giving him access 
to museum archives which he 
was able to alter “He realised 

that ifworiffity famous 20th cen- 
tury artists could be faked and 
the archive material corrupted 
he could sen worthless paintings 
as originals for large sums of 
money” said Mr Bevan. 

He went to great lengths to 


create such provenances. At 
one point he entered into 
lengthy correspondence with 
an order of Roman Catholic 
priests - the Order of Servite 
Mazy - to try and add to these 
histories. He also wrote to the 
famili es of the artists he was 
faking, hoping to glean extra in- 
formation. They in turn be- 
came increasingly concerned 
as more and more faked paint- 
ings, attributed to their rela- 
tions, flooded the market 
Described by the prosecu- 
tion as cleves; intelligent anti ar- 


ticulate, Mr Drewe- whose real 
name is John Cocke tt - had 
chosen to create paintings by 
important but not universal^- 
known artists. “We all can tell 
a beautiful Rembrandt just by 
looking at it It is not so easy 
with modem art some of which 
... verges on the downright pe- 
culiar;" said Mr Bevan. 

*As a nation we are fortunate 
to possess an invaluable col- 
lection of all kinds of works. The 
tiny minority are so well known 
that their authorship is un- 
questionable. The vast major- 


ity, inducing paintings by mod- 
ern artists, can, particularly if 
they are abstract works, be 
copied or imitated by a skilled 
painter" 

The court was told that Mr 
Drewe then tricked other peo- 
ple into selling the faked works 
to collectors and galleries. 

He told one “salesman" - 
who happened to be Jewish - 

that he was a member of a syn- 
dicate which was selling the 
paintings to fund a project 
which would destroy the revi- 
sionist theory of the Holocaust 


The salesman, Clive Bellman, 
sawitwas a “worthy cause and 
was completely taken in”. 

Mr Drewe and an alleged ac- 
complice, Daniel Stoakes, 52. of 
Exeter, Devon, deny a charge 
of conspiracy to defraud. Mr 
Drewe also denies three 
charges of forgery, one of theft 
one of using a false instrument 
and one of false accounting. 

The court was told that the 
artist John Myatt 53, from 
Staffordshire, admitted his in- 
volvement 

The trial continues. 


Water 


to be cut by 
10 per cent 


THE GOVERNMENT Signalled 
the end of the fat-cat years for 
the privatised water companies 
yesterday by telling them to cut 
prices by 10 per cent and spend 
£8.5bn on environmental im- 
provements. 

Cleaner rivers, beaches and 
drinking water must all be 
achieved while prices to the 
consumer are being cut the 
companies were told by John 
Prescott Secretary of State 
for the Environment and his 
deputy Michael Meacher; who 
set the target as a framework 
for the companies’ investment 
programmes in the first five 
years of the new millpnnhim 

Meeting both elements 
would mean an end to the “bo- 
nanza" of directors’ pay and 
shareholder dividends seen in 
recent years, they said, which 
had come about because water 
prices had been set too high. 

The water companies said 
they could “face difficulties” in 
combinin g a price cut with in- 
creased investment, and share 
prices fefl on the announcement 

The proposed programme of 
accelerated sewage treatment 
schemes, tighter drinking and 
bathing water standards and 
protection for a long list of 


By Michael McCarthy 
E nvironment Correspondent 

wildlife sites threatened by 
sewage or water abstraction 

defighteri envir onmental grrajps 

Mr Prescott said the 1989 
water privatisation by the 
Tories had given away public 
assets and created ideal con- 
ditions for making a lot of 
money “Ibis is our first chance 
to get back some of that public 
investment Most people will 
feel prices have been too high 
for five years and when con- 
nected to high profits, they 
want to see change.” The Gov- 
ernment believed a 10 per cent 
cut was possible, he said. 

Spelling out title list of envi- 
ronmental improvements on 
which the Government was in- 
sisting, Mr Meacher said the 
discharge of raw sewage into 
the sea would be completely 
stopped. This would improve 
the quality of bathing water 
quality, enabling many more 
British beadies to meet the 
European Union's Blue flag 
standard. 

The spreading of untreated 
sewage sludge on land would be 
halted, and lead levels in drink- 
ing water would be cut byamas- 


sive programme of replacing dd 
pipes. Added protection would 
also be given to sites of special 
scientific interest . 

The Government's an- 
nouncement came in the form 
of official guidance to the water 
regulator; Ian Byatt, who is re- 
viewing prices for the period 
2000-2005. Mr Prescott said he 

had miscalculated whAq gp tfmg 

prices for the current five-year 
period, in 1994, allowing them to 
be too high. 

Responding to the an- 
nouncement Brian Duckworth, 
chairman of Severn-Trent 
Water and also of the industry’s 
umbrella body, Water UK, said; 
“We’re happy to increase the 
pace of environmental im- 
provement, but there’s a cost 
attached. Ifa price cut hits our 
ability to invest, then we could 
face difficulties.” 

The companies wore given a 
sharp warning by Lord De 
Ramsey chairman of the En- 
vironment Agency, which will 
oversee the programme. He 
said: “We will make sure that 
the full programme of im- 
provements is delivered by the 
companies by 2005. Slippage 
will not be acceptable” 

Shares fall, page 18 



The River lichen at Eastleigh in Hampshire is one of the finest salmon chalk streams in the country, but there are concerns about the 
impact that raised levels of ammonia from sewage treatment works are having on the river’s salmon population John Voos 


Convicted paedophiles ‘must 
disclose overseas travel plans’ 


CONVICTED paedophiles will 
have to notify the police when- 
ever they travel abroad and sex 

offenders visiting Britain will 
have to tell the authorities 
where they are staying, under 
plans being considered by the 
Home Office. 

The issue of sex offenders 
who travel abroad was high- 
lighted by the disclosure yes- 
terday that a British-born 
paedophile who emigrated to 
Australia 27 years ago is being 
deported back to Britain. 

The 57-year-old man, a for- 
mer computer salesman in the 
state of Victoria, has been con- 
victed of 30 sex offences against 
children in Australia. He now 
faces deportation and could be 
sent to Britain within weeks. 

But under current British 
laws the man, known only as 
VZD for legal reasons, cannot be 
added to the new Sex Offenders’ 
Register, which enables the au- 
thorities to keep track of them. 


by Jason Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 

Only people who have been con- 
victed or imprisoned in Britain 
since September last year are 
placed on the register and they 
must notify police erf changes to 
their name and address. 

But ministers are known to 
be concerned about the poten- 
tial danger of paedophiles se- 
cretly travelling to Britain, or 
going abroad to abuse children 
in countries such as Thailand. 

Home Office officials are re- 
viewing the Sex Offenders Art 
and are considering adding 
amendments to the law to force 
all convicted sex offenders who 
travel to Britain to sign the 
register They are also consid- 
ering forcing paedophiles in 
Britain to tell the police when- 
ever they travel abroad. 

A Home Office spokesman 
said: “We are looking at making 
these possible changes in light 


of concerns bang raised by the 
police and others." 

The case of VZD echoes that 
of the paedophiles Robert Oliv- 
er and Sidney Cooke, members 
of a violent sex gang, who were 
convicted under old legislation. 
IJfee them, he will not be covered 
by current sex offenders’ legis- 
lation and will not be required to 
register or be supervised by the 
probation service 

The paedophile was first 
jailed in 1991 for attacks on two 
boys. He was given a six-year 
sentence, but served only two 
years and two months after 
agreeing to attend a special 
course to rehabilitate sex of- 
fenders. On the last day of the 
course, he admitted abusing a 
female relative, first when die 
was aged seven, for four years. 
Last year he was jailed for 
seven years. 

Eazfierthfc yean VZD was ar- 
rested after earfy release from 
prison to face a deportation 


order because he failed to appty 
fix’ citizenship and committed 
his first crime within 10 years 
of arriving in the country. He is 
being held in a detention cen- 
tre awaiting deportation, 
unless he lodges an appeal 
within three weeks. 

The move was greeted with 
dismay by campaigners against 
chil d abuse in this country. 
Wendy Copeland, chairwoman 
of toe White Ribbon Campaign, 
said: “We’ve got enough pae- 
dophiles already in this coun- 
try draining our resources.” 

A Home Office spokesman 
said the paedophile could be- 
come the subject of a new Sex 
Offender Order; which comes 
into force at the end of the year 
The orders can be placed on 
convicted sex offenders to re- 
strict their movements, or im- 
pose other conditions in cases 
in which the police have evi- 
dence that they are likely to 
commit farther crimes. 


‘Observer’ axes 17 
journalists in cull 


LTON, the new editor 
ing Observer, told 17 

eday that they were 


By jane Robins 

Media Correspondent 
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stic action, which 
a collapse in or- 

ter his leadership. 


It said: “The chapel notes toe 
fart that Wffl Hutton, the former 
editor who presided over man- 
agement’s most recent debade 
has been retained at The Ob- 
server at a grossly inflated 
salary in a new elevated post” 
He is now editor-in-chief 

Union insiders said strike ac- 
tion was not imminent. 

Paul Dunn, the news edStot; 
is to leave, with Mike Durham, 

the health correspondent, 
Bany Hu^D, who writes on so- 
cial affairs and feature writer- 
Cal McCrystal. Columnists, 
such as Mr Hutton, Neil Asch- 
erson and Andrew Man - were 
spared. The new management 
is expected to import six new 

faces to the editorial team soon. 


Elderly and disabled 
‘can’t rely on State’ 


THE ELDERLY and disabled 

will have to make more provi- 
sion for themselves and rely 
less on the state, Alistair Dar- 
ling, the Secretary of State for 
Soda! Security said last night 
Mr Darling launched a cru- 
sade to “modernise” the wel- 
fare state and promised that the 
Government would start to un- 
veil its long-awaited proposals 
in the next few weeks. 

Mr Darling predicted that 
over the next 50 years, spend- 
ing on health and education 
would rise in line with the 
nation’s prosperity. 

“As people make more pro- 
vision for themselves, the share 
of that welfare spend borne by 
toe state in the form ofbenefits 
is Bkety to fall over the same 
period,” he said. 

While he promised to ensure 


BY ANDREW GRICE 

Political Editor 


“dignity in retirement" for all, 
he said people had “a respon- 
sibility to put monqy aside and 
make provision for themselves 
in retirement”. 

Painting out that 70 per cent 
of people contributing to the 
state pension scheme also had 
an occupational pension, he 
said: “Overtime, we would ex- 
pect these people and others 
who are in a portion to provide 
for themselves to do so and rety 
less on direct payments from 
the Government" 

Mr Darling also made dear 
his determination to reduce 
the benefited for toe sick and 
disabled, which accounts for 
about a quarter of the £L00bn- 
a-year social security budget 
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Heads to take charge of f Ibn funds 


4 


SCHOOLS WILL be able to de- 
cide for themselves how to 
spend a further £ibn after the 
biggest shake-up of education 
binding for a decade. 

Money for services such as 
school meals and building 
repairs wiH be transferred to 
schools from local authorities, 
under government proposals 
released yesterday. Enterpris- 
ing head teachers wQI have the 
cha n c e to save money for their 
schools by looking around for 
the best deals on the market. 


BYjUDrTH JUDD 

Education Editor 


The changes, which win be 
in place by 2000, will give all 
schools the Bind of freedom 
over their budgets enjoyed by 
schools that opted out of local 
authority control under the 
previous government 

At present, the proportion of 
the schools' budget delegated 
by local authorities varies. 

Ministers are determined 
to address criticisms that ex- 


isting funding arrangements 
allow local authorities to spend 
excessive amounts on bureau- 
cracy 

They want to make funding 
more transparent by ensuring 
that schools everywhere have 
the same chance to control 
services. 

The consultation paper lays 
down a dear separation be- 
tween the spending area s that 
will be controlled by schools and 
local authorities. 

It proposes to limit town 


hall spading to school trans- 
port special education needs, 
advice on raising standards 
and planning for school ad- 
missions and expansion. 

Ptar the first time, stfoods wffl 
have the option of controlling 
their own bank accounts, 
money for building repairs, 
payrolls and insurance, school 
meals and staffing, such as 
long-term supply teachers. 

They will be able to buy ser- 
vices from local authorities or 
shop around. 


From 2000, authorities will 
also have to delegate fimds to 
secondary schoate for school li- 
brary and museum services. 
Primary schools will receive 
earmarked funds for these. 

The proposals ensure that 
opted-out or grant-maintained 
schools will retain their oust- 
ing financial freedom despite 
Labour abolishing grant- 
maintained status. 

Ministers have responded 
to criticism that delegated 
school budgets have led to a de- 


cline in music tuition by 
promising that money from a 
central go vern m ent standards 
fond wiS be used to ensure that 
there are no further mttwire 
in music. 

Es tell e Morris, the School 
Standards minister gairi- “TVifg 

is the biggest and most wide- 
ranging ertenskm of financial 
decision-making to schools 
since the introduction of local 
management of schools.” 

Tte Government wffl publish 
a table of how much each local 


education authority spends per 
pupil on each of the services it 
r etains . Those authorities that 
are spending an excessive 
amount on adminis tration will 
be capped. 

Ifeachers’ leaders were cau- 
tious. David Hart, general sec- 
retary of the National 
Association of Head Teachers, 
said: “It must be right that 
schools should be responsible 

far making d*****gnn3 ahmit how 
their budgets can best be used 
to support the delivery of the 


best possible service at the 

sharp ariL But it will still be 
necessary to make sure that 
local education authorities do 
not retain any more money 
than is absolutely necessary " 
Doug McAvoy, general sets 
rotary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said; *Tncreased del* 
egation will not necessarily 
improve the ahffity of schools to 

meet pupils’ needs and could 

lead to them buying services cm 

the basis of cost rather than 
quality.” 


Grammars boost 
price of houses 


POPULAR SCHOOLS are adding 
tens of thousands of pounds to 
house prices as parents vie to 
gain places, according to a sur- 
vey published yesterday. 

In some area, houses in the 
catchment area of a state 
school with a good reputation 
could command premiums of 
up to £70,000. 

Estate agent Knight Frank, 
which has published a list of the 
schools most requested by 
househunters, said the few re- 
maining state grammar 
schools in counties such as 
Kent and Buckinghamshire 
were creating the greatest de- 
mand with affluent families 
moving out of London. 

“Befog in a good catchment 
area could be the difference be- 
tween a £430,000 house and it 
being the best part of £500.000," 
said Andrew Harwood, of 
Knight Frank's Tunbridge 
Wells office, which covers Kent 
and East Sussex. “A good 
school can push the price up by 
10 percent as a rule of thumb.” 

In Kent Cranbrook School, 
a grant-maintained grammar 


By Ben Russell 
E ducation Correspondent 

school originally founded in 
1518 and granted a royal char- 
ter by Elizabeth I, emerged as 
the most popular with well- 
heeled house buyers. 

Another leading grammar 
school. Dr ChaUoners' High fo 
Amersham, Bu ckinghamshir e, 
was most popular with house- 
hunters fo that area. Hie Royal 
Grammar School fo Guildford, 
Surrey, Leeds Grammar School 
and Malvern College, Worces- 
tershire, were all rated highly 
by prospective housebuyers. 

The survey found that the 
trend away from boarding at in- 
dependent schools had also 
had a marked effect, and 
among those that do board 
many go home at weekends, so 
their families are looking for 
weekend cottages. 

According to foe survey par- 
ents were prepared to drive fur- 
ther to take their children to a 
popular school, sometimes ac- 
cepting a journey of more than 
20 minutes to the school gate. 


SCHOOLS THAT PUSH UP HOUSE PRICES 



1 ft Peter's, Yxk. N Vbrics 

2 Que e n Margaret’s. Escridc. N ttarics 

3 Bradfatd Grammar, W YbrVs 
A Leeds Grararrttc W forks 

5 Kins Edward*. Edgtxston. W Midlands 

6 Warwick. Warwick 

7 Rugby. Warwick 

8 King’s, Worcester. Heref/Warcs 

9 Mahierw Collsga. Haif/Wora 

10 H ere f ord Ca Acral. Keef/Wons 

11 Cheltenham Coilege/Ladies College. Gkiucs 

12 Mfestonbirt. DNtwry. Gtoucs 

13 Dr CiwUlaner's Grammar, Amersnam. Bucks 

14 Dr CbaHoner*s High. L Oialfonc. Burks 

15 Marlborough. Wilts 

16 Donme House, Newbury. Berks 

17 Papptewick, Ascot. Berks 

18 TASISnAinerican, Thorpe. Surrey 

19 American Community Cobham. Surrey 

20 Claremont Fan Court. Edier. Surrey 

21 Royal Grwnraft Guildford. Surrey 

22 Guildford High. Surrey 

23 Dm bridge. Kent 

24 Cranbrook. Kent 

25 Blundells. Tiverton. Devon 

26 The Maynard. Better. Devon 

27 Cotycon Grammar. Devon 

28 ft Mary's. Shaftesbury. Donee 

29 Bryans con. Bland ford. Dorset 

30 ft SwftNns Girls. Winchester. Hants 


AO mile 



The 800 pupils from Christ’s Hospital School, near Horsham, West Susses, accompanied by 94 instrumentalists of the Marching Band, rehearse in the school grounds 
for their St Matthew’s Day Parade, which will take place tomorrow through the City of London to St Paul’s Cathedral for a special service 2bm PUston 


Alarm sounded over ambulance service 


THE 999 ambulance service is 
being overwhelmed by rising 
demand and may be unable to 
respond rapidfy to emergencies 
in foe future unless it weeds out 
non-urgent calls, according to 
a report by an NHS watchdog. 

Up to 12 per cent of calls are 
for minor ailments such as 
cuts and bruises, and in Loudon 
it has been estimated that up to 
one-third of foe 1,000 calls a 
month could be handled with- 
out taking the patient to a hos- 


by Jeremy laurance 
H ealth Editor 

pital accident and emergency 
department Although most 
callers are genuinely worried, 
and there is little overt abuse 
of the service, the report by the 
Audit Commission suggests 
that some might be treated on 
the spot or by paramedics who 
would travel by motorcycle to 
999 callers’ homes. 

It costs £100 to call out an 


ambulance and, on average, a 
person does so once every 16 
years. Last year; ambulances 
responded to 3.2 million emer- 
gencies and L2 million urgent 
calls from GPs wanting pa- 
tients admitted - a 40 per cent 
rise since 1990. 

Almost one in four of foe 38 
ambulance services in Eng- 
land and Wales failed to meet 
national 999 targets. These 
specify they should respond to 
95 per cent of calls within 14 


mimrtpR in urban areas ?nd 19 
minutes in rural areas. 

Every 999 call receives the 
same priority whether it is a 
heart attack or a grazed knee, 
with a blue-light ambulance 
dispatched immediatety to take 
the patient to hospital. A study 
in Barnet, north London, found 
ambulances were being called 
out for cold and flu symptoms, 
sore throats, splinters, minor 
stings and constipation- “If 
growth in demand continues, 


services win find further effi- 
ciency improvements harder 

and harrier tn mafav Sn it is vital 

to consider whether some 999 
calls could receive a different 
response,” report says. 

A two-tier system is being 
tried in eight areas, to be ex- 
tended nationally by 2001, 
where ambulance controllers 
are required to identity life- 
threatening incidents by ques- 
tioning the caDer and getting an 
ambulance to them within eight 


minutes. In these services, 
about one call in four was 
judged fife-threatening. How- 
ever; the ambulance services 
are not permitted to let other; 
less serious incidents slip be- 
yond foe 14/19-minute standard. 

Andrew Fbster, controller 
of foe commission, said: “What 
people lack is somewhere to 
call in an emergency. They call 
999 because they don't know 
where else to calL Having ac- 
cess to help is what counts.” 
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If you're looking for a pension, you'll wane it to be provided by 
a company you can crust and are happy to do business with. 

Marks & Spencer offer you quality, value and security. We 
provide the information you need to decide for yourself if one 
of our pensions is right for you. 

If you're looking for a personal pension or want to rap up 
your company pension scheme by starting another plan to run 
alongside, we can help. 

Call for an information pack 

0800 363428 

Lines open 8am to 8pm weekdays, 8am to 5pm Saturdays. Quote ref.Am 

wwvMnario-and-spencerxo.uk 
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Scientist blows the whistle 
on male chauvinist referees 


THE BEAUTIFUL game is Still 
a maxi’s game, according to 
male referees who cannot see 
women’s football matches as 
the “real thing", new research 
reveals. 

While football is Britain's 
fastest growing women’s 
sport, the feeling among 
referees is still that “there’s 
football and then there's 
women’s football", the British 
Psychological Society’s social 
psychology conference was told 
yesterday. 

Dr Lindsey Patterson, senior 
lecturer at Manchester Metro- 
politan University, and a 
keen player; analysed the 
behaviour of referees in 28 
five-a-side association football 
matches e?oh lasting 40 min- 


By Glenda Cooper 
Soda! Affairs Correspondent 

utes and involving men’s and 
women’s teams. 

When supervising women's 
games, referees’ attitudes 
ranged from “unprintable" 
comments to yawning and 
walking off to talk to spectators. 

But when it came to merfs 
games, Dr Patterson found that 
the referees interacted far 
more with the players, and 

e xpr e ss ed soli darity wit h them 
verbally. “They would call the 
players mate, fella, lad, 
encouraging them and talking 
to them. There is a difficulty as 
there are no equivalent terms 
for women but foe referees did 
not even use a safe option such 


as nailing t h e m by t hei r team 
colours-’Go on yellow* and so 
on,” she said. 

She added that referees 
were also more likely to explain 
foefr decisions to mafeplayers, 
whereas with women they 
would ignore them or 
patrozrismgtyrecoimttherale 
to them. 

They also saw women 

wning fanlgait^fnnMT Mrting " 

- either believing that women 
(fid not foul defiberatety but 
were just bring a “bit clumsy” 
or that they could not cope 
with the physical nature of 
football and reminded* the 
players that it was “a contact 
sport”. 

“They also saw someone 
brought down by a tackle a$ 


lack of skill rather than a foul. 
Dr Patterson said. 

Their interest in the game 
could also seem minimal 


“Some of the referees almost 
ignored the football, yawning or 
appearing bored. They also 
seemed to do a lot more 
walking off the pitch to talk to 
people than they did in the 
men’s games” Dr Patterson 
said “They also sometimes 
made questionable c ommen ts, 
most of which are unprintable. 

“The i mage was that men’s 
football was foe real thing and 
women’s was not as good," she 
told the psychologists. “It is still 
a very male-dominated area 
and although It is gradually 
improving there is stfil a long 
way to go.” 


Blood spillage closes motorway 


THOUSANDS OF gallons of 
blood from a herd of cattle de- 
stroyed uixfer BSE regulations 
spilt on to foe M6 yesterday, 
causing 25-mile traffic jams. 

Gri (flocked traffic stretched 
from junction 10 to junction 
four of the M6 in foe West Mid- 
lands after the blood spAt from 

a tanker during foe morning 

rush-hour 

The tanker was travelling 
from a slaughterhouse in 
south-west England when a 
seal failed pumping blood 
across the north-bound 
carriageway between Wednes- 


Bv Rachel crofts 

bury and WalsalL The Wood was 
from a herd aged over 36 
months that was destroyed 
under the government Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 
regulations. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
sad there was ontyavay minor 
risk that the blood was infected 
with BSE, which had never be- 
fore been found in blood 

A West Midlands Police 
spokesman said ‘A large quan- 
tity of the blood has spilt on to 
foe carriag ew a y . The tanker 


has pulled On to the hard shoul- 
der and a dean up operation is 
currentty under way” 

Fbur firefighters, two police 
offices, the tanker driver and 
his wife were taken to Whls&n 
Manqr Hospital to have the 
blood washed off, the 
spokesman added. 

A spokesman for foe Mm- 
istiy of Agriculture said “The 
chances of this blood being 
Infected with BSE are highly 
remote. 

“the independent scientists 
who advise foe Government cm 
measures to control BSE and 


protect the pubfichave said that 
Wood has never been found to 
contain BSE infectivity. 

“All a n i ma ls suspected of 

having BSE are removed from 

the herd and slaughtered and 
incinerated,” he said. 

All cattle slaughtered for 
food in the UK are killed before 

they reach 30 months. But he 
said the fact that the blood 
came from cows aged over 36 
months suggested it was from 
mOk cows that had come to foe 

end o f their working lives and 
were destroyed so they could 
not enter the food chain. 


Peer aims 
to give 
Celts new 
time zone 

By Rachel Sylvester 


ENGLAND AND Scotland could 
be put into different time zones 
under proposals to be laid 
before Parliament. 

Lord Archer of Weston- 
super-Mare, the millionaire nov- 
efik, has drawn up a backbench 
Bill proposing that the Scottish 

and Welsh parliaments should 
have the power to set their own 
docks. Under the plan. MP3 at 
Westoinster would also be able 
to decide what the time should 
be in England. 

If passed, the legislation 
would almost certainly mean 
that Scotland, where it gets 
dark earlier in winter, would be 
an hour ahead of England and 
Whies. Train timetables and 
television schedules would 
have to be adjusted. 

The proposal is part of Lord 
Archer’s bid to become mayor 
of London. The Tbry peer be- 
lieves it will be popular in the 
capital because it would give 
Londoners eadra dayfigfatin&e 
summer evenings. He thfafas 
foe current system of a amgip 
tone zone across Britain is an 
antiquated’ 1 throwback to a 
previous century. 

However; foe move wfll in- . 
toriate Ids fellow Conserva- 
tives who will argue that such 
fcb&nge would encourage foe 
toeak-up of the United ffing- 
° om - The Scottish Italy peers 
are likely to be parttadarfy-- 
fnffy about the attempt to drf- ' 
^toiate them from the rest of 
Britain. 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 
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Electrolux 






Dual Cyclone Upright Cleaner 

■ Powerful 1200 watt motor. 

■ Mo loss cf suction. 

Model DC01. Was £199.95. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 




me* in lltr vi i* 


ervue 




: ■; 

; -S-. 

•it*, jt,: ■ & ■ . 

J -fV» SV I’-.ii-. . 

; T;yJ • i • 

■ •«•.'••••■’■< : ■■ 

• i •;■!> • •»■} •* 

.Vi'ii- ;*.-*• .. 

;-.i: I- • 

•rr> ’■«•> t. . -• • 

^ ■ • • y*f- - • • . 


Peel* iu:n; s 
to un 

CVlis -w 


m'V ; 


time /^ u ‘ ! 



dual cyclop 


' - K O O i-© e 


duson 


LOWEST 
PRICE EVER 

duson ^ c ^ loilf ■ 

c * h r, c u ' -■ 


M 



DYSON 

ABSOLUTE 

Dual Cyclone Upright 

Cleaner 

■ No loss of suction. 

■ Medical standard filter 
with Bactiguard screen - 
traps and kills bacteria 
on contact. 

Model DC01 ABSOLUTE. 

CURRYS PRICE 


£229 


DYSON Dual Cydora CyhndH Cteancf 

Uruque bag less tl’H.'iiIH OMHYS PWg 

system - no lots KTUSi JAA 

ot suction. EnrlHHoo 

Model DCD2. WiMMt IV«#J3 
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Cylinder Oeaner 

■ 3 brushes to suit all floor 
types 

■ Hard floor bnoh and 
turbo brush. 

■ Standard flooibiush 

■ 1S00 watt motor 

■ Upholstery noitle. 

Model SOLUTION. 


CURRYS PRICE 


THE 
CHOICE 
FOR YOU 

EXAMPLE OF INTEREST ’il§ 



With Bnuml bggosf 
electrical chott. you'll I m 
the model Thai meets your 

mart nee* at Cuiys. 
Includng many eieepbonBl 
vafaamdusne models 
and otters 




5 E 3 ? 


I ^ FREE OPTION ON U 

SELECTED PRODUCTS 


On a wide range of products when 
you purchase briora 4pm. 48 hour 
«6wry n pans cl M fa tfie ni bVend 
and more remote parts of SoMlard. 

You can even dioose momra or 
aft e rnoon drtsety. nr take fr feme 
now Mi h-nore terdnads 


JKdwdtaiauiiiM^rpvmab j 
Dfin&. Manor Emu Mm . f 
lomaaUriatZttEoecMtiiuHiiiii. I 
MuMniMMliff 1 


ISnowe Cnoerpbn 
Semico Agreement prorides 
i 4 > to 5 years' back-up bv 
exi«T en gin e e rs 


M you phone before 
Item Mon-fti and 
Bw urthui 10 miles of 
a Cunys store. 


Open 7 days a woefc 


With Currys Pinner 
Advartage Card to make 
the duoinu even uw. 
AdEiordeufc 


For direct tbcracp deTntrv in 
S working aars Freephone OStB 
304304 or fan 01*41 83814S 
(tan-SJOpm Mon-Sat Uton 5 om 
Sun). OeTnem charges from n JS. 
Rat of D5G HrjB Ud. 


I 'PREADTKE 
7£l COST WITH 
1*^1 is MO.’JTHLY 
I R=?AYME:fT5 



lowest 

PRICES 


ON THE 
SPOT 


find a tower pntE for the same product 
and offer, complete, new, boxed and 
in stock in a local shop within 7 days 
of purchase and we'U match it 

WE'LL NEVER BE BEATEN 



WATCH OUT FOR 
OUR VOUCHER 
SPECIALS! 
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TASTE. FANTASTIC 

(and that’s just the free wine) 


THE CAPITAL HOME SHOW 

MAKE MORE OF YOUR LONDON HOME 


Living in London requires a certain style. And for nine days the International style capital of the world will be 
in the heart of the capital. The Capital Home Show. With over 200 exhibitors and 300 brands, everything you 
desire for your home is under one roof. The roof in question is The Grand Hall, Olympia. The show is for people 
who are looking for ideas and inspiration and who love the London way of life. Enjoy a complimentary glass 
of wine in the company of celebrities like Antony Worrall Thompson, Stephen Woodhams and Laurence 
Llewelyn- Bowen. So submerge yourself into London living. Eat and drink (in style of course). And ensure your 
home is as stylish as you are. 


The Capital Home Show, The Grand Hall, Olympia, 
on now until Sunday 27th September. 

11am - 9pm weekdays, lOam - 6pm weekends. 
Ticket Hotline 0990 900090 


Bring this token to the Capital 
Home Show, Olympia and 
claim your free glass of wine. 
Valid weekdays only. Opening 
times 10am - 6pm weekends, 
11am - 9pm weekdays. The 
Grand Hall, Olympia, on now 
until Sunday 27th September. 
Ticket Hotline 0990 900090. 


the capital 
home show 
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Beating of 
children to 

be outlawed 


T*® LAW is to be changed 
making it illegal for parents to 
beat their children, after a land- 
mark European court judge- 
ment yesterday in favour of a 
boy who was caned by his step- 
father. 

Judges at the European 
Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg ruled that British 
law, under which the stepfather 
was initially acquitted, failed to 
protect the basic rights of the 
boy who was nine at the time 
of the caning. 

“Child A”, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, was 
awarded £10,000 in damage 
plus £20,ooo in legal costs. But 
the ruling also means that min- 
isters will have to amend the 
law to take account of the judg- 
ment A consultation paper is 
expected by Christmas and 
one likely option is that hitting 
children with a stick or other 
object will be made illegal 

The case of Child A arose in 
1993 when the boy was exam- 
ined by a paediatrician who 
found a number of bruises ap- 
parently caused by beatings 
with a garden cane. 

The child's stepfather was 
charged with censing him ac- 
tual bodfly harm and at the sub- 
sequent trial, in 1994, did not 
dispute caning the boy but ar- 
gued that this amounted to 
“reasonable’' punishment The 
jury acquitted the stepfather on 
a majority verdict but Child A, 
backed by his natural father; 
tested the law against the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights, ofwhicb the UK 
is a signatory. 

In Strasbourg yesterday 
judges ruled that the treat- 
ment of Child A, who is now 14, 
was severe enough to reach the 
level prohibited by Artide 3 of 
the Convention which states 
that “no one shall be subjected 


By Stephen castle 
in Brussels 

tO torture or to inhuman or 
degrading treatment or 
p unishmen t" 

The court ruled that Engfisb 
law, under which the prosecu- 
tion must prove that an assault 
on a child is beyond the Bruits 
of reasonable punishment, 
did not provided sufficient 
protection. 

The ruling; haded by the 
boy’s lawyers as “one of the 
biggest changes in child pro- 
tection law for 130 years*’ im- 




William Hague: Ealing 
takes nanny state too far 

mediately provoked a political 
row, with the Conservative 
Party leader; William Hague, 
claiming that it takes “the 
nanny state too far”. 

Meanwhile, pressure groups 
stepped up calls for a ban on 
smacking which would bring 
the UK into line with eight 
other European countries. Any- 
thing less would produce 
canfosion and result in contra- 
dictions, they argued. 

While promising to change 
the lav; ttie Government moved 
swiftly to distance itself from 
calls for an all-out ban on 




smacking in the home. Paul 
Boateng, the Health minister, 
said: ‘Any case of serious vio- 
lence against a child, and es- 
pecially in this instance, 
[where] a young boy was being 
repeatedly and severely beat- 
en at home, would horrify par- 
ents. There is no excuse for 
such behaviour and it is right 
and proper to condemn it 

“But this is nothing to do 
with the issue of smacking. 
The overwhelming majority 
of parents know the difference 
between QmarWTpg and 
beating.” 

But Mr Hague argued: “We 
have taken the nanny state too 
far when we have to have court 
rulings about what people can 
do with their own children in 
their own home on things lilm 
this. 

u If s up to parents whether 
they want to smack their chil- 
dren. They don’t need a Euro- 
pean judge to teU them whether 
or not they’re allowed to do 
that,” he said 

Michael Gardner; litigation 
partner for Morgan Bruce, the 
legal firm that represented the 
bay said: “I am delighted for 
CMId A who fought this case not 
onfy on behalf of himself but to 
help other children. 

“This is one of the biggest 
changes in child protection law 
for 130 years. Wfe await the 
government legislation with in- 
terest -it is likely they will con- 
sider banning implements 
altogether” 

Janet Convery, co-ordinator 
of the forum on children and 
violence at the National Chil- 
dren’s Bureau, said: “We wel- 
come the judgment and hope 
that the Government will take 
the opportunity to ban physical 
punishment and give children 
the same legal protection that 
adults have” 
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Pupils from St Fteter and St Paul’s Roman Catholic Primary School in Sooth Shields view The Hand’ by the artist 
David Gross. The 12ft structure, featuring a propeller In the palm of the hand and based on a design by ttie ptqrils, 
stands on the banks of the river Tpneandis meant to be a symbolic greeting to ships using the river RaoulDmm 


Freed 
nurse 
could be 
home ‘in 
days’ 

BY CHRIS HAMILTON 


A BRITISH nurse cleared of 
murdering her unfaithf ul hus- 
band after she shot him dead 
may be home from America “in 
days", her lawyer said yesterday 

Helen Cummings, 33. was 
found not guilty of the second de- 
gree murder of her husband, 
Tyler Cummings, after a Flori- 
da jury decided she acted in self- 

defence She is eight-and-a-half 
months pregnant with the cou- 
ple’s child. 

Warner Olds, her lawyer, 
said Mrs Cummings was so 
desperate to go home to Pre- 
ston, Lancashire, to see her 
one-year-old son that she may 
fly despite being near fall term. 

He said: "As far as Tra aware 
the pregnanqy does not stop her 
from flying if she wants to. I 
don’t know if she'll be back by 
the weekend but it could be 
within days.” 

The maternity nurse admit- 
ted killing her husband and 
had been faring life imprison- 
ment if found gidlty but the jmy 
unanimo usly cleared her on 
the ninth day of her trial in 
Florida. 

The court heard how she 
thought her husband would kill 
her after she confronted him 
with pictures of him naked with 
another woman. 

The outcome was received 
with relief by her mother; Mar- 
inn Bfllington, in Preston where 
she is looking after her daugh- 
ter’s son, Terry. 

Mrs Billington said: “1 have 
not spoken to Helen long 
enough to know what her plans 
are. She just cried, she wants 
to get back to see Terry and he 
wants to see her 

“It is the right derision, she 
had suffered enough.” 

During the trial Mrs Cum- 
mings told the court how she 
feared for her life and had even 
contemplated suicide when she 

shot her husband at their home 
in Fort Lauderdale on 14 
February 


Get the power of digital communications 
through your existing phone line. 

There’s a new digital highway, that will bring the power of digital communications to your 
home or office. It will allow you to fax or phone and use the Internet at the same 
time, and download faster than the fastest modem. Which means you’ll spend 
less time waiting. And it does all this simply through your existing phone line. 

To get on the BT Highway Freefone 0800 800 845 

www.highway.bt.com 
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Setback for 
Ashdown on 
school trusts 


PADDY ASHDOWN suffered an 
embarrassing defeat yester- 
day when party activists over- 
whelmingly voted against bey 
proposals to shift power over 
schools to parents from local 
councillors, many of whom are 
Liberal Democrats. 

But immediately after the 
defeat Mr Ashdown vowed to 
continue to press for the con- 
troversial introduction of 
Neighbourhood School Ttusts, 
which would consist of com- 
munity-based groups such as 
parish councils. 

As part of his campaign to 
change the education struc- 
ture, he has asked Liverpool 
city council, which has a liberal 
Democrat majority, to set up 
the independent trusts on a 
trial basis. 

“The vote was disappointing. 
But we are determined to take 
this forward and we stand by 
the broad principle witb a 
longer campaign of consulta- 
tion.’' he said 

Don Bbstec the Liberal De- 
mocrat education spokesman 

who drew up the proposals, said 

the policy was “far from dead". 

“The underpinning principle 
of the trusts are the underpin- 
ning principle of Liberal 


EDUCATION 

By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Correspondent 

Democracy and they are prin- 
ciples I have campaigned for 
my whole political life,” Mr 
ibstersaid. 

Under the scheme, councils 
would sign contracts with the 
new trusts to run schools 
according to specified stan- 
dards and would take on a 
monitoring role. 

Jackie Ballard, a member of 
the party’s local government 
team, welcomed the vote, warn- 
ing that the plans would di- 
minish the role of local 
authorities, an area where 
liberal Democrat representa- 
tion is the strongest 

Summing up the debate. 
Mr Poster told the conference 
that the trusts would offer 
communities the opportunity to 
get involved in education in 
their area at a time when the 
present system was failing. 

“Some people have been 
saying that the trusts would be 
opting out all over again. Well 
it is not” he said 

“We want local authorities 
to set out what each and every 
citizen should be entitled to ex- 


pect from the education service. 
Communities must be at the 
centre of everything we do.” 

Mary party activists argued, 
however; that the proposals 
echoed the Conservative gov- 
ernment's policy of allowing 
schools to opt out of local edu- 
cation authority control. 

Mary Wane, from Westmor- 
land and Lonsdale, was given 
rapturous applause when the 
warned against the changes. 
“Please do not add any further 
disruption to our schools sys- 
tem by trying to impose a mea- 
sure that is neither necessary 
nor desirable," she said. 

Mrs Wane was scornful of 
suggestions that a vast “un- 
tapped reservoir” of people 
existed, just waiting to get in- 
volved, and argued that local 
communities were already in- 
volved in local schools in areas 
like hers. 

Peter Downes, from Hunt- 
ingdon, Cambridgeshire, said 
the general reaction to the pro- 
posals had been to think: “What 
a barmy idea" 

And he added: “My fear is 
that it is so Matantfy absurd that 
it will undermine our credibil- 
ity and distract attention away 
from our other proposals.” 



Anti-terror measures ‘shocking’ 


liberal DEMOCRATS yester- 
day attacked the Government’s 
emergency anti-terrorism leg- 
islation as “shocking" despite 
MPs supporting it in a vote in 
the Commons earlier this 
month. 

The about-turn was criti- 
cised by the Conservatives, 
who accused the party 1 of hav- 
ing shown itself yet again to be 
“soft” on terrorism. 

But LembitOpik. who spoke 


NORTHERN IBELAMP 

By Sarah Schaefer 

in support of the emergency 
motion at the party’s confer- 
ence, denied there had been a 
policy change, stressing that 
the vote reaffirmed the Liber- 
al Democrats’ commitment to 
replace the existing Criminal 
Justice (Terrorism and Con- 
spiracy) Act with a compre- 
hensive legislative package. 


“It is irresponsible of the 
Tbries to suggest otherwise,” be 
said The draconian measures, 
which were passed amid the 
terrorist atrocities of Omagh, 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, 
make it easier to secure con- 
victions of proscribed mem- 
bers of temwist organisations, 
such as the Real IRA, by 
allowing the evidence of senior 
police officers to be submitted 
to courts. 


Tt flls<i nuilrpg fta c riminal nf- 

fence to conspire to commit a 
criminal act abroad Mr Opdk, 
the Ulster-bom son of Estonian 
refugees who fled Stalm's troops 
m the Second WbridVfac said he 
qient eight years figbtmgfir the 
independence of Estonia by at- 
tending demonstrations against 
the Sonet regime in Britain, a 
protest which would be illegal 
under the BOL 
He said that the parliamen- 


tary party bad voted for the leg- 
islation because it was needed 
to move forward the peace 
process in Northern Ireland 
However, be attacked the 
clauses of the Act dealing with 
the international dimension, 
saying: “We did the right thing 
and we made it dear that we 
opposed the clauses to combat 
international terrorism. We win 
not beholden to the media ar- 
eas ofTotty Blair.” 


Buying Guide 

AVAILABLE IN-STORE NOW! 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
RANGE OF 
MOBILE PHONES 


The Link 
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Lowest ever price on 
Orange J ust Talk' 

JUST BUY VOUCHERS TO 
MAKE CALLS 


• NO MONTHLY BILLS • NO CONTRACT • NO CREDIT 
CHECKS* INCLUDES 30 MINUTES WORTH OF CALLS” 



c\ v ‘ 

- ^V'a- 

SAVE Vr 

£10 ' 


LOWEST EVER PRICE 

MOTOROLA 

UUSTTALK' 

• Can operate on standard 
'AA' batteries - ideal for 
emergency use 

Model: mr201 Orange 
i Digital Mobile 
Was £129.99* 


PACKAGE PRICE 


r £ 





LATEST STYLE 

NOKIA 

UUSTTAUe 

• Built-in alarm dock, 
calculator and currency 
converter 

Model: nk402 Orange 
Digital Mobile 

PACKAGE PRICE 

e17^^99 1 


•blml 


FREE -AT LEAST 
30 MINUTES OF CALLS 

EVERY MONTH WITH ANY ORANGE TARIFF* 


ULTRA COMPACT 

MOTOROLA 

•190 name and number memory 
• Fbx and data compatible 
Modal: StawTAC 501 Orange 
Dlqttal Mobile 
Was £129.99' 




SAVE 

e80 
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LATEST TECHNOLOGY 

NOKIA 

• 3 built-in fun games 

• Personalise your ringing 
tones for different callers 

Model: nfc702 Orange 
Digital Mofafle 


£* WS9' 

Plus £35 35 fa i Connection 


'.SSSi 


We will help you choose 
the riqht network; 
tariff and handset; 

... 

' * 


■ orange' t one*z one 


■GUARANTEED! 
LOWEST PRICES 


We won't be 
beaten on price? 


150 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 
Freephone 
0500 222 666 

. For your nearest store 
/ihL - or to order direct 
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ONE YEAR 
VALUE 
PACKAGE 

SUPERB VALUE 
FOR MONEY 


I W0. 


TALKAHEAP PACKAGE r 
INCLUDES: 
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Disarmament move fails 


THE LIBERAL Democrat lead- 
ership yesterday headed off a 

po tentially pmharniK.<dng mnvp 

to commit the party to United 
Kingdom unilater al nuclear 
disarmament by 2003. 

Tbe move was defeated on a 
large show of hands after pleas 
iyBaroaess Willi ams and Men- 
zies Campbell the foreign af- 
fairs spokesmen in the Lords 

and the C ommons. 

Mr Campbell earlier told the 
conference the Liberal De- 
mocrats would carry out their 
own review of defence policy, in- 


DEFENCE 


BY COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

duffing nuclear weapons, fol- 
lowing the Government’s 
strategic defence review. “This 
motion would pre-empt th at 
review. It is not the way to make 
policy on an issue of such im- 
portance. Tbe amendment 
should be rejected," he said. 

Winding up the defence and 
foreign affairs debate. Lady 
Williams, afonner Labour min- 
ister urged the conference to re- 


jed the unilateralist motion sub- 
mitted by 42 representatives 
and the constituendes of Cam- 
berwell and Feckham, and Ox- 
ford West and Abingdon. 

“This is a very dangerous 
time to move away bum trying to 
es tablish an inte rnational struc- 
Liretf order I plead with Liber- 
al Democrats to fight against this 
amendment,*' she said 

The canfeitmcegave its back- 
ing to toe polity for “retaining a 
minimu m nuclear deterrent as 
a weapon of last resort for the 
foreseeable future". 


Scarlet vision steps 
lightly into view 


QUEEN DIANA yesterday as- 
cended to the throne of Lib- 
eral Democracy at the 
Brighton Conference Centre. 
Once a commons; the former 
Christchurch by-election vic- 
tor; Diana Maddock, was en- 
nobled as the Baroness 
Maddock last year: She has 
since been elected president 
of the Liberal Democrats and 
was trowned - 1 mean inau- 
gurated - in a ceremony de- 
scribed by her predecessor; 
Robert Madennan, as “preg- 
nant with symbolism". 

During Mr Made arum's 
eulogy extolling her many 
virtues she was nowhere to be 
seen, but as be proclaimed her 
name she appeared from be- 
hind the platform screen. If 
this had been a Tory confer- 
ence production during the 
Thatcher reign, Diana would 
have arrived to a trumpet 
fanfare with flowers strewn in 
her path. The audience would 
have stood, before feOing to its 
knees swearing oaths of alle- 
giance and party loyalty. 

instead no music, no fan- 
feres, no sweeping im just a 
couple of steps on to the ros- 
trum. Looking less than n^al, 
the new president neverthe- 
less cat a striking figure in a 

Spi rtel^ fcnwp - tength A«k and 

jacket Ebr her sceptre there 
was a gave! and for her orb 
there was a copy of John Stu- 
art Mill’s On Liberty. 

In her acceptance speech 


The Sketch 



Michael 

brown 

to the nation’s Liberal De- 
mocrats she reminded her 
people that they now repre- 
sented Britain from John o’ 
Groats to Land’s End. She 
also talked about the “Thr- 
thest most reaches of our 
isle" in much the same way as 
monarchs use the royal “we”. 
It was a good start to her 
promising two-year reign. 

She gave her blessing to her 
prime minister-in-waiting, 
Fadcty Ashdown. and paid trib- 
ute to his 10 -year tenure as 
leaden She even called for 10 
more years, but the polite ap- 
plause at Hiift suggestion was 
less than rapturous. Mad- 
dock is more mumsy and he - 
soothing balm wiD be her chief 
asset in trying to control fhe 
excesses of her sometimes 
awkward and divided people. 


a peasants* revolt against its 
riders, earfierin tbe day when 
the conference debated edu- 


DanFbstec had come up with 
apofiqy proposal to replaceed- 
ucaficn authorities wifli rf neiflh- 
bourhood schools trusts" 
which was supposed to vest 
“power in (he people". 

Saffiy, the leadership had 
foq*ottenthateducation is the 
heartbeat of delegates. If they 
are not couirallars they are in- 
variably headmasters, teach- 
ers or education officers. Many 
have a vested interest in back- 
ing the National Union of 
Iteachers against tbe likes of 
Chris Wbodhead, who faced 
angry delegates at a packed 
fringe meeting the night before. 

Now (hat tbe party has 46 
MPs there are bactisenchers as 
well as parly spokesmen. So we 
had Jackie Ballard, the fierce 
and feisty MP for Taunton, 
speaking trenchantly against 
her own hierarchy. Mr Foster 
arfo Mr Ashdown, sitting glum- 
ly on the platform, both found 
it difficult to react Shakes of 
their heads and the withhold- 
ing of applause indicated that 
tifey were less than pleased 

WeH at least it shows that 
the p arty spin doctors are 
working their seductive magic 
as they spread their message 
that “one more heave and we 
really can make it”. 

Anyway, the leadership 
didn’t make it yesterday and 
the peasants won the vote on 
a show of hands. A good day 

for party democracy if not for 

liberal Democracy. 


CONFERENCE BRIEFS 


Call for ban on 

gene-altered food 

liberal Democrats 
yesterday called for a five- 
year ban on genetically 
modified (GM) food to allow 
more research into its 
impact on the environment. 

The conference proposed 
an ETU-wide moratorium and 
demanded dearer labelling 
of GM products. Among 
other environmental 


an Environmental 
Responsibility Act, requiring 
the inclusion of a “green 
chapter" in the Budget 


Sex education 
needs a boost 

SEX EDUCATION in schools 
should be taken more 
seriousfy to prevent 
unwanted teenage 
pregnancies, a former 
biology teacher and Liberal 
Democrat activist said 
yesterday. 

Joan Walmsley from 
Congle ton. Cheshire, raised 
a laugh at tbe conference 
when she said pupils were 
being taught about sex by 
reluctant and “pretty 
mechanical” teachers who 
have no formal training. 


Today’s business 

■ Emergency motions on 
speeding up the process 
of dealing with asylum 
seekers; and the release 

from prison of Ruth 
Sandberg, detained in 

Italy for an alleged drug 
offence. 

■ Debate on home affairs 
polity, including an extra 
6,000 police. 

* A debate criticising the 
Government’s decision to 
restrict legal aid. 

■ Keynote address by 
Paddy Ashdown. 

■ Conference closes 
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Students check in 
at four-star hotel 


STUDENTS ARRIVING for their 
first taste of academic life in 
Leeds are eschewing the 
rigours of shared digs and in- 
stead have found themse lves 
booked into en-suite rooms in 
one of the city's plushest four- 
star hotels. 

Thirty undergraduates from 
the University of Leeds are 
ergoying satellite television, 
crisp linen and a choice of foil 
English breakfast or freshly 
baked croissants at the Merrion 
Thistle HoteL 

The students have been 
forced to live in the £i00-a- 
nigfat hotel because contractors 
have not finished work on their 
new accommodation. The uni- 
versity has negotiated a cut- 
price deal with the hotel, which 
is letting one-third of its rooms 
to students until further notice. 

The undergraduates have 
taken readily to 24-hour room 
service and free in-house 
movies; one student even 


By Gary Pew 


charged a taxi to the universi- 
ty when late for lecturesL There 
are also the all-important tea 

and rn ff i m -malring fia riHfiftg and 

a trouser press so students 
can steer clear of ironing. 

The move is the latest mea- 
sure to cope with burgeoning 
student numbers. Previous 
years have seen universities 
and colleges around the coun- 
try turning sports halls into 
soup kitchens with camp-beds, 
doubling up single rooms with 
bunk beds and booking stu- 
dents m to empty council hous- 
es or hostels. 

The hotel bill will be paid ity 
the b uilding company that is 
still renovating their rooms. 

A Leeds University spokes- 
woman said: “They were told 
they would be staying in the 
hotel shortly after arriving at 
the Springfield Mount annexe 
of the Charles Morris hall of 


residence. We are very; very 
disappointed that the contrac- 
tors did not folk the terms of 
their contract and we have 
made our position very dean" 

The university decided to 
put the students into the hotel 
“rather than haring them 
spread across the city in bed 
and breakfasts with all the dif- 
ficulties in communicating with 
them and bearing in mind some 
parents may not have looked 
too kindly on us if we put their 
sons and daughters in some 
run-down seedy place". 

The move has gone down 
well with most of the students. 
Nick Woodrow; is. from Buck- 
inghamshire, who is studying 
dril engineering, said: “We 
have been quiet so far but I 
don’t think the staff are very 
happy - in fad 1 think some are 
a bit put out because they are 
already paying for our educa- 
tion. The TV facilities are ex- 
cellent and it's great to sit up 


all night and watch the movies. 
It's better than home." 

Hannah Stringer, is, from 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, 
a first-year sports science and 
physiology student said: “We 
don't really want to be seen as 
loafing students just taking an- 
other freebie - but I could stay 
here all the time.” 

Still, there seems to be no 
pleasing some people. Simon 
Mudd, 18, a chemistry student 
from Chester-le-Street, Co 
Durham, said: “Tb be honest it's 

a bit of a hassle having to walk 
to and from the university. If we 
were in the halls, we would be 
on campus and able to walk 
straight into lectures. 

Tm not really complaining, 
though, because we are getting 
free food on a morning and I 
can recommend the foil English 
breakfast. Being a first-year; 
though, it means I’m missing 
out on mingling with the rest of 
the freshers in the halls." 


Doctors want 
time limit on 


appointments 


PATIENTS SHOULD not be 
forced to wait longer than 
seven days to see their family 
doctor; or two weeks to see a 
consultant about an urgent 
illness, doctors' leaders said 
yesterday. 

Presidents from Britain’s 
royal medical colleges and doc- 
tors representing the British 
Medical Association demanded 
that the Department of Health 
adopt four new waiting list 
targets to “empower patients”. 

The Government has pled- 
ged to bring down the waiting 
list by 200,000 during this 
Parliament 

But Professor Sr Norman 
Browse, chairman of the Joint 
Consultants Committee,' said 
the real waiting list, and the 
measure of the efficiency of the 
NHS, should be the number of 
patients who have not been 
seen within appropriate time 
limits. “The important thing 
we need to know is the number 
of patients we fan," he said. 

Frank Dobson, Secretary of 

State for Health, has written to 
Sir Norman, saying that the 
Government “folly recognises 
the importance of ensuring 
that decisions about treatment 
for patients on NHS waiting 
lists are on the basis of clin ica l 
need”. 

The committee’s targets say 
that a wait for a non-urgent ap- 
pointment with a GP should 
never be longer than seven 
days. At present the situation 
is “very variable" across the 
country, Sir Norman said. 


by Glenda Cooper 
S ocial Affairs Correspondent 


Patients who urgently need 
to see a consultant should be 
seen within two weeks and 
those with less urgent condi- 
tions should be seen within 
three months. 

Patients waiting for a hospi- 
tal to diagnose their condition 
should not have to wait longer 
than six weeks after the initial 
consultation, as waiting for a di- 
agnosis can be the most stress- 
ful time. 

People with urgent condi- 
tions should be admitted to 
hospital within two weeks, be- 
cause further delay could lead 
to the illness worsening. 

Those with serious disabili- 
ties, such as cataract and hq) re- 
placements, should be 
admitted within three months 
of being on the waiting list. 

No patient with a less urgent 
condition should have to wait 
more than a yean 

The committee also recom- 
mends that people an either GP 
or hospital waiting lists should 
have the waiting time deadline 
listed next to their name. 

“There are lots of dSfficulties 
in getting the data but that 
doesn’t mean one shouldn’t en- 
courage the attempt to do it,” 
Sir Norman said. 

Mr Dobson said that the 
department was “teen to see 
greater consistency across the 
NHS on this as part of the 
overall approach to mod- 
ernising the waiting system”. 


IN BRIEF 

Hadiator trial Jury sent home 

HE JURY in the trial of Michael Ahearne, the Gladiators 
ar “Warrior", who is accused of acting as a go-between 
r a senior detective and a gangland boss, was sent 
ame until this morning. Mr Ahearne and two others 
my corruption and perverting the course of justice. 

lorthern Ireland killers freed 

IREE MEN convicled of double murderers were among five 

e-sentence prisoners freed from jail in Northern Ireland 
sterday under the Good Friday Agreement early release 
heme. T\vo were loyalists and a third from the IRA. 

loctor took biopsy by hand 

GYNAECOLOGIST accused of serious professional mis- 
mduct yesterday admitted pulling a sample from a pa- 
int's tumour with his hands. Consultant Rodney 
idward, 59, denies 25 misdemeanours. 

ihildren urged to exercise 

uldren AND young people need to i exercise for one 
mra day to enjoy better physical and mental health, the 
>aith Education Authority said in a report yesterday. 
?gular exercise also enhances self-esteem. 


Lottery show ‘screened too early* 



1ILES KINGTON 


lologists now believe that a person 
nth a name like Somerset Maugham 
; ley Amis has to escape into writing 1 

e Thursday review, page 2 
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Nato gathers 
strike force 
for Kosovo 


AFTER MONTHS of dithering, 
Nato took its first steps yester- 
day towards assembling a multi- 
national force to cany out air 
strikes to halt President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic's ever fiercer of- 
fensive against the ethnic 
Albanian population in Kosovo. 

The apparent new-found de- 
termination to get to grips with 
what is already a colossal hu- 
manitarian disaster came as 
Serb forces continued to pound 
Kosovo's central Drenica re- 
gion. stronghold of the seces- 
sionist Kosovo Iteration Army 
(KLA). Serb units captured and 
set fire to more than a dozen vil- 
lages, putting to flight a further 
20,000 Albanian civilians. 

Last night the United Na- 
tions Security Council was due 
to approve a resolution drafted 
by Britain and France de- 
manding a ceasefire and the 
opening of negotiations fora po- 
litical solution to the crisis, foil- 
ing which unspecified ‘‘further 
action and additional mea- 
sures" would be taken to re- 
store peace. 

Though the wording stops 
well short of an explicit autho- 
risation of force, Nato plan- 


BY RUPERT CORNWELL 

ners are already starting to line 
up contributions to a force that 
would carry out contingency 
plans to attack Yugoslav mili- 
tary targets in Kosovo and foil- 
ing that, the rest of Serbia. 

Today Nato ambassadors in 
Brussels win give foe go-ahead 
for assembly of a force, before 

flllhnrt* ilriwifp minis ter*: gw 

a public imprimatur at their 
regular autumn talks at Vfla- 
moura in Portugal. Germany 
has promised 14 Ibrnado air- 
craft, while the Netherlands has 
reportedly pledged a squadron 
of F-16 fighters. 

In the past, this sort of ulti- 
matum has been blithely ig- 
nored by President Milosevic: 
But this time, Nato members 
are only too well aware that the 
last shreds of their credibility 
in Kosovo are on the line, and 
they have perhaps their last 
chance to make good on the re- 
peated undertaking that, come 
what may, they would never 
permit another Bosnia. 

Instead, events are unfolding 
in ominously similar fashion 
With an estimated 300,000 peo- 


ple homeless, a humanitarian 
crisis this winter is already as- 
sured. Evidence is growing too 
of atrocities, with assurances 
from Belgrade -echoing those 
of the Bosnian Serbs in the 
Bosnian war- that the situation 
hod been “stabilised” and that 
refugees were now returning to 
their homes. 

In an effort to malm the 
threat believable, US officials at 
Nato have given an unusually 
detailed idea of what form the 
strikes could take, starting with 
cruise missfle attacks against 
Serb communications farflttteg 
and depots in Kosovo. 

Politically the moment seems 
ripe. The Serbs have the upper 
hand, enabling Mr Milosevic to 
negotiate, ifhe so chooses, from 
a position of strength. 

But nothing is certain. Je- 
remy Greenstock, the British 
ambassador to the UN, admit- 
ted: “There's no agreement 
among anyone about next 
steps,” Russia remains hostile 
to die use of force. The US and 
Britain, however: have let it be 
known they will act If necessary 
with or without the approval of 
the Russians. 



A family of refugees from Kosovo in the northern Albanian town of Shfaodra yesterday 
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Clerics start 
to lose their 
grip in Iran 


FOUR DAYS ago, in a speech 
that was totally ignored in the 
West, Iran’s influential culture 
minister, Alaottah. Mobajerani, 
claimed 80 per cent of the Iran- 
ian army and Revolutionary 
Guards voted for President 
Mohammad Khatami in last 
year’s elections. 

It was an important asser- 
tion because - if true - it means 
that the Iranian President who 
demands a “dialogue among 
civilisations*' has the muscle to 
ensure his country never again 
falls into the hands of conser- 
vative derics. 

If President Khatami says 
Iran seeks apeacefal resolution 
to the Afghanistan crisis, then 
that is what it will do. Ifhe says 
his government wiH not try to 
kiD Salman Rushdie, then 
Rushdie is safe from all but the 
most intransigent elements. 

Mr Khatami's ministers 
have been saying the same 
thing for months, but now the 
effective suspension of the 
death sentence carries the 
president’s imprimatur 

Can the Iranians do any 
more? Instead of invading 
Afghanistan -where their diplo- 
mats have been murdered and 
thousands of their fellow Shift 

MiisKitir mananw i — they haw 

chosen to meet neighbouring 
countries and accept a US pro- 
posal for an immediate ceasefire, 
a negotiated settlement for all 
A^hanLstarfs ethnic groups and 
an intamfttinmftl investigation 
into the slaughter of civilians. 

While President Clinton is 

d en yin g t he rfagh nf rro itigati nnft 

P resident Khatami has heendp- 
scribinghow If humanity at the 
threshold of the new century 
«r>d mflfenn'nim devotes all its 

efforts to institutionalise dia- 
logue _ it would leave an in- 
valuable legacy for fire benefit 
of future generations.” 

Ayatollah KhamemF&Jhftoa 
a gains t Rushd ie will stay. 
Khomeini has achieved saint- 
ly status in Shia eyes - his 
shrine south of Tehran w3L be 
a place of pOgrimage for cen- 
turies - and, though such par- 
allels are inherently flawed, 
the fatwo, can no more be 
struck from the record than 
Christians can delete the less, 
attractive epistles of Saint PauL 
Rushdie will have to live out 
his days with thejotioa extant 
if no longer applicable- unless 
a freelance killer decides to 
honour Khomeini’s wishes. 
This is not an attractive state 
of affairs for Rushdie, nor for 
the British Foreign Office, 
but President Khatami’s state- 
ment on Tuesday is about as 
good as they are going to get. 

The President can control 
the country's armed forces - 
that was the thrust of Mr Mb- 


B¥ ROBERT FISK 

Middle East Correspondent 

hajerani’s statement in Beirut 
-but does be have the support 
of fiie Iranian intelligence ser- 
vices and the powerful 
b 0 nyods,wbidb originally put a 
price on Mr Rushdie's head? 

The security services ap- 
pear to be loyal to the President 

- it is they who have been sup- 
plying (he Taliban’s enemies 
with arms and who have been 
continuing the battle inside 
Afghanistan against the men 
whom Mr Khatami himself 
rails "criminal fanatics". 

Hue, a lone assassin could 
p-nrt»ng er Iran’s new foreign 
policy by obqdng iheftdtoa and 
thus projecting the conservative 
derics once again, buttfaeiroqy 
is that while Rushdie’s death 
sentence remains a critical 
issue in Britain, it is of virtual- 
ly no importance in Tehran. 

The battle between Iran’s 
spiritual leader; Ayatollah Ah 
Khamonffl and Mr Khatami’s 
supporters is being fought in 
the press where the magazine 
JZoh-e No (New Way) has car- 
ried an article by the late Grand 
Ayatollah Abdgassem Mousari 
Khoei that seemed to question 
whether Iran’s government 
sh<mld have a supreme spiritual 
leader at alL 

Rah-e No earlier published 
an essay by the pro-Khatami 
dissident Ayatollah HossemAli 
Montazeri, who said Ayatollah 
Khamenei, as supreme leader; 
should supervise state affairs - 
but without paramount power 

The artides appeared in the 
prelude to the 23 October elec- 
tions for the Assembly of Ex- 
perts which can name - and 
dismiss - Iran’s su preme spir- 
itual leader Rah-e No has now 
paid the {nice for exercising 
such freedom of speech: the au- 
thorities have temporarily sus- 
pended publication after 
Ayatollah Khamenei privately 
expressed his displeasure. 

The Supreme Leader may 
indeed be mtiiuaasticfora war 
against the Taliban although 
President Khatami, by em- 
barking on serious political ne- 
gotiations at the United Nations 
to avoid a conflict, has .effec- 
tively prevented ai? military of- 
fensive. Ayatollah Khamenei 
is on file d efensiv e. 

Meanwhile, Iran- so long the 
target ofifestem condemnation 
for its alleged “backwardness” 
and fimdamentfllism - now 
finds itself in theposition of con- 
demning the TaHban’spseudo- 
Islamic laws against women 
and their ferocious punish- 
ments -knowing fall weO that 
the Taliban is a paid creature 
of Saudi Arabia, Washington? s 
favourite ally in the Gulf 


Another place you can pay your TV licence. 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 


Presidential crisis: Congress prepares for impeachment hearing as Bill Clinton wins new friends in the ghettos 

Republicans reject talk of early deal 


SENIOR REPUBLICANS reject- 
ed an early deal with President 
Urnton to pre-empt impeach- 
ment hearings in the Monica 
Lewinsky affair yesterday, but 
aUowed that he should have a 
chance to put his case before a 
anal decision was taken. 

The rebuff came amid 
pledges from both sides to use 
the Watergate impeachment 
hearings as a model for further 
action and strong words from 


Bv Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 

a succession of eider statesmen 
blaming Mr Clinton for dimin- 
ishing the office of president 
Sig nallin g that overtures 
from the White House hart so 
for fallen on deaf ears, the 
Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, Newt Gingrich, 
said that the House had to fin- 
ish its own inquiries before 


any decision was made. 

“Pot anybody to talk about 

doing anything before we finish 
the investigative process sim- 
ply pins the cart before the 
horse," he said. “There’s an 
awful lot of evidence that hasrft 
been gathered yet" 

The other evidence relates to 
the continuing investigations 
being conducted by the inde- 
pendent prosecutor Kenneth 
Starr into the Whitewater land 


deal in Arkansas and two ear- 
lier cases relating to the Clin- 
ton White House - the 
dismissal of the travel office 
staff (Travelgate) and the trans- 
fer to the White House of con- 
fidential FBI files (FflegateL 
But Mr Gingrich did hold out 
the prospect of a heating for Mr 
Clinton before the judiciary 
committee, conceding: “The 
President, has not had an op- 
portunity to present his case." 


Mr Gingrich was reporting 
on a meeting of leaders of the 
House and its judiciary com- 
mittee held to discuss a possi- 
ble timetable for instituting 
impeachment hearings. 

While one of the stated pur- 
poses of yesterday's meeting 
was also to restore a spirit of “bi- 
partisanship", the two sides 
emerged as ferapart as ever The 
two senior Democrats at the 
meeting - the House minority 



Copies of the video The President’s Testimony’ ready for shipment from California 


leader Dick Gephardt, and the 
senior Democrat on the judicia- 
ry committee, John Coqvers- re- 
fused to join Mr Gingrich's 
briefing and held a separate 
press conference to lambaste 
their Republican colleagues for 

-as they saw it -needlessly try- 
ing to (haw out the process and 
not heeding Democrats’ stric- 
tures about the release of the 
Lewinsky documents. 

Mr Gephardt said that be 


and Mr Conyers had request- 
ed that the current judiciary 
committee investigation could 
and should be conduded "in the 
next 80 days or so". The com- 
mittee meets again today when 
it will consider how many more 
of the documents - another 16 
boxes- in the Lewinsky inves- 
tigation should be made public. 

A number of elder states- 
men, meanwhile, weighed into 
the discussion about the affair. 


The former president George 
Bush told an interviewer that 
while the presidency was “big- 
ger than one person” he feared 
the office had been damaged. 
The former president Jimmy 
Carter said he had “deplored 
and been deeply embarrassed 
about” Mr Clinton's relationship 
with Ms Lewinsky. He forecast 
that the Senate would not pro- 
duce the two-thirds majority 
necessary for impeachment 


Blacks in LA plan 
protest for Clinton 


JUST WHEN Bill Clinton might 
have thought he was running 
out of Mends, the black 
community of Los Angeles - at 
tiie epicentre of rioting a gains t 
authority in 1992 - has offered 
to stage a rally of support when 
he flies into town for a fund- 
raising dinner this weekend. 

Minor ity gnWps, anH hlarirs 
in particular, have always been 
an important constituency for 
Mr Clinton. Throughout the 
Monica Lewinsky scandal, 
blacks have consistently polled 
as the group most supportive of 
the embattled President- part- 
ly because they see parallels 
between their own treatment at 
the hands of the police and 
judiciary and Ken Starr’s 
dogged pursuit of the President 

And the city that exploded 
in fury at the police beating of 
Rodney King, and then chose to 
acquit 0 J Simpson because the 
jury did not trust the police ev- 
idence, wants to support hhn. 

James Mays, a black com- 
munity leader in Watts, south 
central Los Angeles, said: “We 
want him to have a spontaneous 
response from the broad mo- 
saic of residents in South Cen- 
tral, not just blacks but 
Hispanics, Asians «nrt many 
others. We want him to look at 
the young people and adults 
who realty believe in him and 
let him know he is moving in the 
right direction.” 

Community action has 


By Andrew G umbel 
in Los Angeles 


been particularly strong 
since the publication of the 
Starr report and the airing of 
Mr Clinton's videotaped 
grand jury testimony. Marine 
Waters, the congresswoman 
from South Central and a 
member of the all-important 
house judiciary committee, 
made an impassioned speech in 
Washington, supporting the 
President Mr Mays and a 
group of other activists voted to 
honour Mr Clinton with a 
paving slab on their so-called 
Promenade of Prominence 
in downtown Watts - the com- 
munity equivalent of the 
stars on Hollywood Boulevard 
inscribed with the names of film 
legends. 

Whether the mass ralty will 
take place is not yet dean Dr 
Mays said he had been in touch 
with White House staff and 
promised a crowd of five to ten 
thousand. An answer is ex- 
pected in the next day or two. 

But the gesture is in itself re- 
markable vrtien much trf the po- 
litical talk in America has been 
ahm it im peachmen t, not giving 
Mr Clinton a leg-up. 

The black community 
appears less perturbed than 
most by the President’s affair 
and his subsequent denials 
under oath. According to Geral- 
dine Washing ton, pr esident of 


the Los Angeles chapter of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple, this is because any wrong- 
doing is dearly outweighed by 
the vehemence of the backlash 
against him. 

“What we're seeing is the 
ideology of a dominant culture 
that wants to get you at all 
costs," she said. “We've had 
similar experiences - how they 
keep after you until they find 
your weak point This is op- 
pressive pressure that we can 
relate to," riie said. 

Mr Clinton also epjoys 
strong support among minori- 
ty groups for his policies - sur- 
prising since he pushed 
through deep cuts in welfare be- 
fore his 1996 re-election. “We 
recognise be needed to do that 
to get re-elected and we ap- 
preciate his efforts to stand up 
for social programmes, educa- 
tion and health in spite of the 
welfare reforms," Dr Washing- 
ton added. 

If Mr Clinton can keep 
minorities on his side and 
persuade them to turn out to 
vote in November; it could also 
allay fears among his fellow 
Democrats that they are in for 
a scandal-driven rout “We are 
the most vocal, some would say 
the noisiest ethnic group,” said 
Dr Mays. “Vie have the tradition 
of civil rights and we know 
better than anyone how to ring 
*We Shall Overcome’." 


Kohl hints at ‘grand coalition’ after poll 


ALMOST INSEPARABLE in the 
polls, the visible distinctions be- 
tween Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and his challenger faded farther 
yesterday as Germans were 
confronted with the prospect of 
a “grand coalition" after this 
Sunday’s vote. 

In a televised interview last 
night Mr Kohl conceded for the 
first time that the two biggest 
parties might be condemned to 
govern together. “I consider a 
grand coalition to be possible in 
principle, because democrats 
have to be able to form coali- 
tions with each other;" the 
Chancellor said. 

In the glacial world of Ger- 
man politics, this admission of 
political reality was treated as 
a sensation. Christian Democ- 
rat spin doctors scrambled to 
issue “clarifications", urging 
editors to take a closer look at 
the rest of the interview, par- 
ticularly the part where Mr 
Kohl declares: “I will not be the 
leader of a grand coalition." 

Until now, the Chancellor’s 


BYIMREKARACS 
in Bonn 


strategy consisted of present- 
ing Sunday’s elections as a 
choice between himself, or a 
coalition of Social Democrats 
and Greens. Gerhard Schroder 
the Social Democrat chal- 
lenge; had always denied that. 
He had shown willingness to 
deal with anyone but the post- 
Communists of eastern Ger- 
many In a televirion interview 
on Monday night, he even sug- 
gested he was prepared to play 
second fiddle in a government 
led by Christian Democrats. 

With the polls consistently 
predicting an extremely dose 
race, a marriage of conve- 
nience has always been re- 
garded as one of the most 
possible outcomes of Sunday's 
vote. Never has an opposition 
party come to power in elec- 
tions in post-war Germany. 
Willy Brandt became the first 
Social Democrat chancellor in 
1969 after serving three years 


as junior partner to the Chris- 
tian Democrats. 

With such a precedent, Mr 
Kohl is understandably not 
keen to repeat the experience. 
After the last “grand coalition", 
the Christian Democrats were 
out of power for 13 years. 

But this time the prospect of 
such a government is seen as 
the logical outcome of the blur- 
ring of the differences between 
the two great parties. After six 
months of camp ai gnin g, the 
voters can be excused for feel- 
ing a little confused. 

With Chancellor Kohl, at 
least they know where they 
stand. After 16 years of “sta- 
bility and peace", the incum- 
bent is promising four more. At 
the hustings. Mr Kohl runs 
through his achievements, 

drops a few promises about try- 
ing to bring down unemploy- 
ment and reform taxation and 
plays on his image as the 
trusted pilot in stormy seas. 

The Social Democrats, on 
the other hand, speak with 


forked tongues. Leftists, such 
as the party rt^irman Oskar 
Lafontaine, hark back to the 
values of traditional socialism: 
safe jobs, safe pensions and lots 
of child benefits. 

This is the mantra that Mr 
Schroder adopted for his rallies, 
whilst his real message, about 
the need for “structural re- 
forms" in the welfare state and 
jobs market, is being delivered 
surreptitiously. 

The differences between the 
Kohl product and the Schroder 
vision boil down to style. Mr 
Schroder 54, plays pop and 
jazz at his rallies, while Mr 
Kohl’s crowds are warmed up 
by oompah bands. 

The real choice is between 
change, offered by Mr Schroder 
with a nudge and a wink, and 
permanence, which the Chan- 
cellor has written all over him. 
That mneli Germans under- 
stand, but how those contra- 
dictions could be resolved in a 
joint government, nobody can 
fathom. 



Helmut Kohl is made up for an Interview yesterday 


Desperate Chancellor enlists his wife’s support 


CHANCELLOR HELMUT Kohl 
is mobilising every potential 
voter in the last days of the Ger- 
man general election cam- 
paign. Celebrities have been 
wheeled out, athletes pres- 
sured for endorsements, and 
now even the First Lady is 
coming to the aid of the party 

with a media-blitz. 


BYIMREKARACS 


Hannelore Kohl, often mock- 
ingly referred to as the Barbie 
of the Palatinate because of her 
hairstyle and priggish de- 
meanour; has suddenly been 
discovered to have views on 
matters other than cooking or 
her favourite charity. 


Whatever German voters 
might be thinkin g about the 
wisdom of choosing a 68-year- 
old leader for another 
term, Mrs Kohl is certain 
that retirement is not on the 
cards. 

“My husband as a pension- 
er? Inconceivable,” she told 
Zeft-Magaem in one of a series 


of interviews that hit the news- 
stands yesterday. “He has 
shaped history, brought 
progress to the country and 
Europe and for good reasons 
would like to exercise further 
influence." 

The woman behind Europe’s 
most powerful man has no fear 

of the family fish tank being 


thrown out of the Chancellory 
in the near future. “He is a po- 
litical long-distance r unner/ * 
Mrs Kohl explains. “He will 
win on the final bend.” 

Hannelore Kohl, a fluent 
speaker of English and French, 
is normally happy to play the 
Hausfrau and takes pains to 
maintain a low political profile. 


She is also said to be a very pri- 
vate person. Yet here she is in- 
dulging in abit of gossip about 
ha* husband’s favourite dishes, 
and reminiscing about the time 
the Gorbachevs popped in for 
dinner: 

Could she, wonder the Social 
Democrats, be the last throw of 
the re-elect Kohl campaign? 


IN BRIEF 

Hurricane heads for Florida 

UP TO 100,000 people were ordered to begin evacuating 
the exposed Florida Keys island chain in advance of a 
possible strike by Hurricane Georges. South Florida was 
put under a hurricane watch as the deadly storm 
emerged into open water between Haiti and eastern 
Cuba. The state governor, Lawton Chiles, declared an 
emergency in central and southern Florida, allowing the 
state to use the National Guard, lift tolls along evacuation 
routes and buy emergency supplies: 

Leaders discuss Kashmir 

THE PRIME ministers of India and Pakistan met yesterday 
amid international pressure to settle thefr differences over 
Kashmir; a dispute that turned ominous since both coun- 
tries carried out nudear tests last May. The meeting be- 
tween Pakistan's Nawaz Sharif and India’s Alai Bihari 
Vajpayee was the second since their nuclear tests drew in- 
ternational condemnation and increased pressure for both 
sides to sign the nudear test ban treaty. 

Slovakia campaign ends 

SLOVAKIA’S ELECTION campaign officially ended, leav- 
ing a two-day cooling off period before polls. Prime Minis- 
ter Vladimir Medaris Movement for a Democratic 
Slovakia CHZDS), was put at 25 per cent in the opinion 
polls. The four opposition parties have all said they would 
never work with Mr Medar. 

Malaysia bans demonstrations 

MALAYSIAN AUTHORITIES questioned the wife of the 
country's anti-government protest leader and banned 
demonstrations across the nation. About 1,000 support- 
ers of the sacked finance minister, Anwar Ibrahim, 
briefly gathered outside a Kuala Lumpur courthouse 
when rumours spread that he might be brought there in 
his first public appearance since his arrest three days 
ago. 

Commonwealth hope for Nigeria 

THE COMMONWEALTH will consider readmitting Nigeria 
after it bolds elections next year; said Chief Emeka 
Anyaoku, the secretary-general, it would be difficult to 
continue to exclude the African state if elections pro- 
duced a “credible, democratic" government, he said, after 
meeting Nigeria’s new leader; General Afaduisaiami 
Abubakar, in London. 
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Lesotho counts cost of intervention 


By Ed OTiOughun 
“ Maseru 


Maseru’s Main tourist office, 
three kilometres from the bor- 
denrith the Orange Free State, 
is tiie first thing visitors en- 
counter on the way from South 
Africa. Built in the shape of a 
fi fan t Basotho hat - a conical 
Woven sombrero with a little 
wicker bobble on top - the 
t h at che d b uilding is the town's 
most distinctive landmark. 

Or at least it was until the 
eartyhours of yesterday morn- 
ing, when a mob burnt it down. 
The savage rage that ripped the 
heart out of Maseru, capital of 
the tiny mountain kingdom, 
caught most people by sur- 
prise, including it seems the 
South African government 

South Africa’s first military 

intervention since the end of 
apartheid in 1994 has proved ex- 
tremely costly. Its forces were 
mopping up stubborn resis- 
tance near a Lesotho military 
compound yesterday while sol- 
diers from Botswana formed out 
in the kingdom's gutted capital 
to stop looting. 

Scattered gunfire and ex- 
plosions still echoed through 
the capital and many shops 
were still smouldering from 
fires set on Tuesday, when 600 
South African troops crossed 
the border to quell a military up- 
rising. 

The military command in 
Pretoria said eight South 
African soldiers had died in the 
operation, with 17 wounded. 
But a senior officer in Maseru 
said 10 were killed at the mili- 
tary compound in Tuesday's 
fighting. 



An Indian businessman stands guard outside bis shop as looting continues in Maseru, capital of Lesotho AFP 


When South Africa sent 600 to political progress. By yes- Fbr the second day r unning tried to rob and kjOpassingjour- in {dace to stabilise Lesotho,” 
troops across the border it was terday evening, the Lesotho civilians were left to loot the dly nafists. Meanwhile Major Ben he said. “^Pe will make sure that 

planning a quick, dean opera- Defence Force, minus 40 of its centre unhindered, while gangs van ZjdoftheSouffi African Na- loss and damage of civilian 

tion to end seven weeks of own dead, was stOl swapping of teenaged “opposition tional Defence Forces was as- property is minimal” 

mounting chaos and disarm mortar fire with the South youths” set fire to public and suring the media that the Buffi: on a rodqr hillside over- 
the mutinous Lesotho Defence Africans at Makoanyane army private buildings along the situation was in hand. looking the city the forecourt of 

Force, a longstanding obstacle base on the outskirts of town. Kingsway, hijacked cars and “Contingency measures are the Lesotho Sun Hotel offered 



a panoramic view of Maseru’s 
disgrace yesterday afternoon. 
Four hundred yards below hun- 
dreds of Basotho civilians were 
swarming in and out of the 
Metro Cash and Carry and set- 
tling down in the car park to 
sort through their loot 

As the number of tri- 
umphant “affirmative shop- 
pern” gradually subsided, a puff 
of smoke appeared from be- 
neath die buildings tin root fol- 
lowed soon after by a burst of 
flame. Heavy black smoke spi- 
ralled off into the pah already 
hanging over the city. 

The looters seemed im- 
fezed by the machine gun fire 
and dull explosions that bad 
erupted just around the cor- 
ner on the main Kingsway 
street, where half a dozen 
South African armoured ve- 
hicles had appeared and were 
exchanging shots with un- 
seen adversaries. 

Fresh smoke began billow- 
ing from a b uilding further 


down the street It seemed like 

a good time for Major van ZyTs 

contingency plans to be put into 

In the car park of the Queen 
Elizabeth n hospital on the 
Kingsway. Mr Felele Letsoela 
watched volunteer Red Cross 
workers unload the third civil- 
ian corpse brought to the hos- 
pital in less than an ho ur a 
young woman killed in crossfire 
near the Makoanyane bar- 
racks. 

A respectable former and 
supporter of the opposition Ba- 
sotho NafiooalParty.be was en- 
raged at the destruction which, 
he said. South Africa had 
wreaked on the city. 

Another man present, 
dressed in a working man's 
blue overalls, looked sadly 
over at the row of gutted shops 
across the road. “This is too 
sad,” he said. “Where will the 
money come from to put all this 
back? Who will want to build 
again in Lesotho?” 
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Belgian outcry 
over refugee 
death on plane 

AN INQUIRY has been launched BY KATHERINE BUTLER 


into the death of a young west 
African refugee who was al- 
legedly handcuffed and in leg 
irons when a cushion was used 
to silence her saeams as 11 
Belgian police attempted to 
deport hen 


her; when she went mto a coma. 

Horrified passengers re- 
monstrated with (he captain 
after witnessing the brutal way 
in which she was said to be 
manhandled by police. Eharing 
a riot the pilot refused to take 
off until she had been removed. 

Demonstrators gathered 
outside the home of the Belgian 
Interior Mimsta’Loins Ibbback 
yesterday for a candlelit vigil 
after Ms Adamu’s death was 
announced. Women’s groups, 
opposition MFs and doctors de- 
manded a moratorium on 
refugee expulsions. Anne Marie 
Lizin, a Socialist Senator; said: 
“They have practically assas- 
sinated that young gfrL” 

The Government said it was 
waiting for the results of an au- 
topsy aid two of the gendarmes 
who took part in the expulsion 
operation were being ques- 


thorities’ fifth attempt to expel 
Ms Adamu who had featured in 
& documentary on national tele- 
vision three days prior to her 
death. Despite scepticism, even 
among refugee campaigners, 
about her story, she had be- 
come a symbol of the inhu- 
manity of the country’s refugee 
policy. 

Ms Adamu fled her native 


in Brussels 


Nigeria to escape what she 
claimed was an arranged mar- 
riage but her asylum applica- 
tion was repeatedly rejected. 


mg refugees who resist expul- 
sion is “habitual”. Around 
15,000 expulsions from Bel- 
gium take place each year 



Adams: Victim of an 
‘inhuman’ policy 


The case has highlighted 
the “fortress Europe" policy 
being applied fay most EU gov- 
ernments and with particular 
determination fay Belgium, 


up to right months. 

Christine Flamand a lawyer 
at the Belgian Committee for 
Aid to Refugees said: “I - was 
not convinced she had a case 
for asylum under the law as it 
stands. But just because some- 
one does not qualifyfor refugee 
status as defined fay the Gene- 
va Convention does not mean 
we can forget about their rights 
and h uman dignity.” 


Eurocrats 
forced to 
retake 
exams 

BY Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


AN EXAMINATION taken by up 
to 30,000 would-be Eurocrats, 
including several thousand 
Britons, will have to be re- 
peated because of widespread 
cheating and confusion. 

The decision, which is a se- 
vere embarrassment to the 
European Commission, follows 
revelations that candidates 
conferred in g saminarinn haO-s, 
made calls on mobile phones 
from lavatories and were 
leaked questions in advance. 

Announcing the cancella- 
tion of the exam yesterday, the 
Commission estimated that the 
cost of staging the open com- 
petition sat at 38 centres 
throughout the continent, in- 
duffing north London and Ed- 
inburgh, amounted to 12 
million ecus (about £900,000). 

An investigation discovered 
that papers had been leaked in 
Italy, and confirmed reports of 
other problems at test centres 
including those at Heysel in 
Brussels and in Rome. 

“The same people will have 
to start all over again,” said the 
Commission’s spokeswoman 
yesterday, “or at least those 
who aren't disgusted with the 
whole process.” 

The Belgian media said ap- 
plicants in Brussels had visited 
the lavatory en masse during 
the examinations, exchanged 
knowledge and used mobile 
phones to ring out for answers. 

Near-anarchy in Rome was 
caused by the failure of the ex- 
aminers to provide enoug h pa- 
pers. Candidates, some of 
whom had seen their test 
papers, conferred freely while 
more were photocopied. Can- 
didates in Milan were sent to 
the wrong address. 


Semira Adamu, 20, was 
being forced onto a Sabena 
fli g ht bound for Tbgo, in the au- 
thorities fifth attempt to depart 


She had been held in a dosed 
detention centre near Brus- 
sels airport since ApriL 
The public prosecutors office 
confirmed yesterday that the 
“cushion method” of restrain- 


ts on ed. Ms Adamu was earned 
on to the plane in handcuffs aad 
leg irons Ity a special police unit 
The tragedy brought to an 
abrupt end the Belgian au- 


where refugees can beheld m 
prison-like detention camps for 
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FOREIGN NEWS/15 


Chinese 
to curb 
migrant 
births 

by Teresa Poole 

in Peking 


FOR the past decade, China's 
army of zoo million migrant 
rural workers has manned the 
production lines of a boom 
economy. But now it is being 
blamed for boosting output in 
an unwanted sector - fllirit 
babies bom outside the strict 
raniily planning rules. 

Under a regulation an- 
nounced yesterday, migrant 
workers must from 1 January 
1999 cany a new certificate 
stating their “marriage a nd re- 
productive status", while em- 
ployers and landlords of 
transient labourers will be ex- 
pected to help to enforce birth 
control measures. 

China's controversial family 
planning regime was intro- 
duced at a time when most of 
the population stayed put in 
home towns and villages, and 
was carefully monitored by the 
local contraceptive cadres. But 
economic reform and a relax- 
ation of social controls brought 
the freedom for unemployed 
peasants to seek casual work in 
the cities. There they fell out- 
side the strict pregnancy quota 
system. 

In Shanghai, migrant work- 
era mate up less than an eighth 
of the permanent population, 
but the rate of unplanned births 
by transients is 12 times that of 
Shanghai residents. The state 
family planning minister. Z hang 
Weiqing, this week said uncon- 
trolled births among the float- 
ing population had created 
“great pressure” on the gov- 
ernment's birth-control efforts. 

For rural families, migra- 
tion to a city can be an oppor- 
tunity to outwit regulations 
which, in most rural areas, 
limit couples to two, well- 
spaced children. Li Caiyun, for 
instance, came to Peking from 
Sichuan province in February 
with his wife who was three 
months pregnant, without per- 
mission. Back in his home vil- 
lage there would have been 
enormous pressure to have an 
abortion. In Peking, Mr Li 
worked on a building site until 
last month when the baby was 
due and it was too late for the 
authorities to act 

The new “regulation on fam- 
ily planning administration of 
the transient population” is de- 
signed to crack down on such 
migrant pregnancies, but im- 
plementation may prove diffi- 
cult The rule states that the 
local government where the mi- 
grant worker is temporarily 
living must take responsibility 
for implementing birth control 
restrictions. Couples found to 
have fabricated, sold or bought 
bogus birth-control certificates 
will be fined up to 1,000 yuan 
(£700), it said. 



Kim Beazley with his daughter Rachel (left), wife Susie (second left), and daughters Jessica (centre) and H annah Steve HollondJAP 


Kim Beazley’s big idea 
- spend, spend, spend 


KIM BEAZLEY, Australia’s 
opposition leader, launched his 
attempt to return the Aus- 
tralian Labor Party to power 
yesterday with an old-fash- 
ioned parly formula: spend, 
spend, spend. 

Farm ally opening his cam- 
paign for the election on 3 Oc- 
tober at a party rally in 
Brisbane, Mr Beazley promised 
to spend billions on schemes 
that he claimed would bring un- 
employment down from 8 to 
5 per cent by 2004. 

Gone was the “vision thing” 
of New Labor in Australia, an 
obsession with Asia, multi- 
culturalism and the arts. Mr 
Beazley instead offered a 
back-to-basics Labor approach 
of growth through public 
spending. 

If Mr Beazley does leads 
Labor to victory, it will be one 
of the biggest upsets in Aus- 
tralian politics. He has enor- 
mous odds to overcome. After 
a record 13-year rule, Labor Lost 
by a Landslide in 1996 to the con- 
servative Liberal-National par- 
ties led by John Howard. Labor 
must win 27 seats to regain a 


BY ROBERT MlULIKEN 
in Brisbane 


majority in the 148-seat House 
of Representatives. 

It must win most of these in 
the populous eastern states of 
Queensland, New South Whies 
and Victoria, where the election 
mil be decided. In Queens- 
land, Labor holds wily two of 
the state’s 27 seats, which is 
why Mr Beazley is spending 
much campaign time in the 
“sunshine state”, or the “deep 
north”, rather than back home 
in Western Australia, where 
he is fighting to hold his own 
marginal constituency near 
Perth. 

Then there is the problem of 
his own public image. Although 
he has been in politics for 18 
years, Australians know little 
about him. Newspaper car- 
toons p ley on one aspect his 
obesity. He is jolly and avun- 
cular; but questions have always 
been asked about whether he 
has sufficient “killer instinct” to 
be prime minister. Mr Howard 
tried to exploit this early in the 
campaign when he suggested 


that Mr Beazley did not have 
the “ticker" (stamina) to be the 
country’s leaden 

Yet there are signs that he 
could defy the odds. In the last 
three opinion polls. Labor was 
ahead of the coalition by 
enough to win the election. In 
a television debate between 
the two leaders on 13 Septem- 
ber; Mr Beazley easify out- 
performed the pedestrian Mr 
Howard. 

Kim Beazley comes from a 
political dynasty in Perth. His 
father Kim senioc an MP for 30 
years, was very much Old 
Laban He once famously thun- 
dered to a party conference: 
“When I joined the Labor Party, 
it contained the cream of the 
working class. But as I look 
about me now, all I see are the 
dregs of the middle class.” 

His son is very much nriddle- 
dass. New Labor Kim junior 
was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
in the 1970s, where he met 
■ferry Blaic They have remained 
friends. Mr Blair wrote in a for- 
ward to a recent biography of 
Mr Beazley, by Peter Fitz- 
Simons: “Em was always the 


guy who stood out - in every 
way! Early on, even at univer- 
sity, he was streets ahead in 
terms of political savvy and 
intellect” 

When Australian Labor re- 
invented itself under Bob 
Hawke and Paul routing as a 
party of small government and 
the free market, Mr Beazley 
was part of the inner team. He 
became Minister for Defence, 
which he wee said was the 
height of bis ambitions. 

When Mr Blair became 
Labour, leader ip Britain, he 
sought advice from fiisold Aus- 
tralian mate withe key question 
of how a social democratic 
party could ditch its old pre- 
cepts and become a creature of 
a market-driven era. 

The irony is that Mr Beazley 
is now doing his best to distance 
himseff from that same revo- 
lu&m ^Tbe tree market does 
maiiy tilings well" he told yes- 
terday’s party rally. “But not all 
the things that co mmunities 
need done.” 

He has talked a lot in this 
campaign of “eating humble 
pie” and learning from mis- 


takes of the past In an at- 
tempt to win back old Labor 
supporters, he promised yes- 
terday to spend almost A$8bn 
(£3bn) on schools, hospitals, job 
schemes, roads and railways, 
especially in declining rural 
areas where unemployment is 
high- 

About the only policy from 
the Keating era that Mr 
Beazley has promised to see 
through is a republic. He wants 
an Australian head of state to 
open the Olympics in Sydney in 
2000 . . . 

Mr Beazleyfs support is 
growing among Australians, 
but whether it will gather 
enough momentum in the cam- 
paign’s final 10 days to smash 
Mr Howard’s record parlia- 
mentary majority is another 
matter 

The Labor leader told his 
biographer that when he visit- 
ed Tony Blair at Chequers last 
year; Mr Blair said to him: 
“Kim, I cannot believe that Tm 
Prime Minister of Britain.'’ If he 
wins in Australia on 3 October; 
Kim Beazlqy will have a simi- 
lar feeling. 


Bloody hate 
that knows 
no boundary 

FRONTLINE 

VLASENICA, BOSNIA 


LIKE MOST young people 
of Vlasenica, a small town in 
eastern Bosnia, Ranks 
Kraljevic, is unapologetic 
about being a racist “If snot 
that 1 hate Muslims,” the de- 
mure 30-year-old Bosnian 

Serb explains with disarm- 
ing candour, “It’s just that IT 
never trust them again," 

Ranks amb ition s to 
work in the forestry indus- 
try but there is no work for 
her in Vlasenica, where un- 
employment runs at 50 per 
cent She is a “Displaced 
Person” from the town of 
Olovo, 30km away. About 80 
Seib families made the 
move during Bosnia’s vi- 
cious ethnic war between 
Muslims, Serbs and Croats. 
Olovo is in Muslim-held ter- 
ritory these days. Con- 
vert Vlasenica used to be 
a mostly Muslim town as 
well Not one of the 8,000 
Muslims who lived here 
until 1992 lives here now. As 
elsewhere in the Republics 
Sipska, the Bosnian Serb en- 
tity the mosque in the town 
centre has become a patch 
of grass. 

One day at the start of foe 
wag Vlasenica’s Serbs heard 
rumours of a Muslim on 
Serb atrocity in the next 
door village. “I saw two 
women and three babies 
skewered on a spit They had 
been cooked over a fire by 
their neighbours. 1 couldn’t 
eat for a month after this.” 

Now, when she wants to 
go shopping in Baqja Luka, 
the main city in the Repub- 
lika Srpska, she does not 
take the direct road through 
M uslim territory but goes 
the long way round via 
Brcko, a seven-hour trip, in- 
stead of four 

Last week she visited the 
Bosnian capital, Sarajevo, 
for the first time in years, to 
visit the grave of her 
boyfriend who was killed in 
the wan “My father was a 
soldier: he defended Ms fam- 
ily. Now, both my name and 
my accent give me away. I 
have to be so careful whom 
I talk to." 

Bosnia has just held a 
general election. Western 
peace-keepers and organi- 
sations that helped to stage 
the poll hoped Bosnian 
Serbs such as Ranka would 
vote for the moderate can- 
didate, Bfljana Plavsic; but 
as far as Ranka and her 
friends are concerned you 
can forget it This is the 


kind of town where some 
people sincerely blame the 
war on “the Jews". In east- 
ern Bosnia, support remains 
rock solid for the Serb De- 
mocratic Party of Radovan 
Karadzic, the war-time 
Bosnian Serb leader. The 
fact that Karadzic is wanted 
by the United Nations for 
war crimes cuts no ice in 
Vlasenica. 

Ranka’s greatest fear is 
that Mrs Plavsic and the 
moderates will let Vlaseni- 
ca's expelled Muslims re- 
turn. “If the Muslims came 
back here there would be an- 
other bloodbath.” she says. 
“And how can I go back to 
my apartment in Olovo? I 
wouldn’t feel safe." 

Attempts to rewrite the 
town's ethnic past are belied 



by the make-up of the town 
council, 40 per cent of which 
is still controDed by the Mus- 
lims. The councillors most- 
ly live over the country’s 
internal border in fezla, and 
come by bus, sometimes 
under an armed escort of 
Western peace-keepers to 
vote on behalf of a commu- 
nity that no longer exists. 

Bosnian Serbs such as 
Ranka look at the West’s de- 
fence of Vlasenica’s munic- 
ipal make-up and feel 
paranoid and cheated in 
equal measure. “You West- 
erners think all Serbs are 
bad but you don't know any- 
thing,” she says. 

Before the election earli- 
er this month. Western or- 
ganisers optimistically 
predicted that the Muslims 
would turn up by the busload 
to vote in their old munici- 
palities, as they are entitled 
to, under the 1995 peace 
deal that ended the wan No 
one in Vlasenica is surprised 
that only a handful did so. 


James Ferguson 
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plus AN EXTRA 
10% OFF 1 SALE PRICES 
FOR ONE WEEK ONLY 


At Magnet, we aren't just offering incredible 
savings on our entire range of top quality 
kitchen and bedroom cabinets, we’re offering 
service that is simply second tu none. You can 
expect state-of-the-art planning, fitting by 
master installers and an impressive ten year 
guarantee. We also offer an optional 
stainless steel dynamic drawer system 
on all our kitchens and a wide range of 
worktops including solid granite and 


corian. Right now there are some great offers 
on and ‘Whirlpool appliances, too. 

No one else offers as much. That's why you 
can be confident that by choosing Magnet, 
you're getting a kitchen chat really is designed 
for living, built for life. Your life. 
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MFI chairman to retire next year 

DEREK HUNT, chairman of the struggling MFI Furniture 
retailer; yesterday announced his intention to retire from 
the company next year; though MFI said he was not 

bowing to pressure from institutional investors. “It has for 
some time been my plan to retire at the age of 60," Mr 
Hunt told shareholders at Mil's annual meeting, adding 
that be does not intend to seek re-election next yean 
MFI has been criticised by investors for the company’s 
poor performance, which has seen MFTs shares foil from 
lSlp late year to just 37p, down 0J5p yesterday. In a trading 
statement MFI said UK retail sales in the first 21 weeks of 
the current financial year were 10 per cent below the same 
period last yean 

Brake Brothers shares plunge 

l:irM NJ:l:MJ!lj:a SHARES IN Brake 
““****^^™" Brothers, the market- 
^ share price, pence leading food distributor, 

1 " plunged yesterday by 15 

|~~~ r per cent as the company 

I" said that catering was 

!nn / * M a a “temporary 

1 l slowdown". 

aop p l jA g Over £4$m was wiped 
75Q ^| _ |V “ from the company’s value 

700— T £ as its chairman, Frank 

6S0 I ° Brake, said he was 

wi a m i j as “cautious, although not 

pessimistic” about the frill 
yean Shares dropped from 747.5p to 635.5p, in spite of a 
27 per cent rise in first-half pre-tax profits to £ 13.7m. 

Investment , page 23 

Liffe to go electronic earlier 

LIFFE, LONDON’S international financial and futures 
exchange, has announced plans to bring forward electronic 
trading. liffe, which is faring aggressive competition from 
other European futures exchanges, will start trading 
futures electronically from 12 April next year, rather than 
at the end of the second quarter. 

Gilt futures win be the first futures contract to be traded 
on Liffe Connect, the new system, followed by index 
futures and bu nd futures. Short-term interest rate 
futures (STIR) contracts will be traded electronically 
from early July. As previously announced, electronic 
trading of individual equity options will start on 
November 30. 

Brian Williamson, Liffe 's recently appointed chairman, 
said: “Liffe has responded to the commercial demands of 
our customers by accelerating the introduction of Liffe 
Connect”. 
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Water shares hit by £8.5bn clean-up threat 


SHARES IN water companies 
fell sharply yesterday after the 
Government warned that it ex- 
pected them to invest HL5bn on 
environmental clean-up pro- 
grammes while still malting 
“substantial” cuts in the aver- 
age water bUL 

Michael Meacher; the envi- 
ronment minister, suggested 
there was scope for a one-off cut 

in water charges of 10 per cent 
when the new five-year pricing 


by Michael Harrison 

formula is introduced from 2000. 

Shares across the seder fell 
by more than 3 per cent as the 
City took fright that the twin 
squeeze of higher environmen- 
tal costs and lower prices might 
be worse than feared. Anglian 
closed 29p down at 883p, while 
Severn Ttent ended 4lp lower 
at 1062p and Hydes owner of 
Welsh Water, lost Alp to 938 Jp. 


Robert Mfiler-Bakewell, 
water analyst for Merrill Lynch 
Global Securities, said: “This is 

annuprrtiia r arainripr that them 

is a regulatory review in the 
background and that water is 
not just a steady utility stock 
that you can turn to when the 
market is turbulent" 

The £&5bn figure is £4bn 
more than the water industry 
has already budgeted to spend 
between 2000 and 2005 improv- 


bi g d rfnlrmg ^pat^»r a n d h« thing 

water standards and ripanhig 
up rivers and coastal sewage 
discharges. 

Another analyst said the 
Government was trying to face 
both ways, by emphasising its 
green agenda at the same time 
as demanding big price re- 
ductions. He added that al- 
though the £8.5bn figure was 
large, a lot would depend on 
how it was spread among the 


water companies and how 
much the water regulator; lan 
Byatt, allowed to be passed on 
to customers. 

Andrew Stone of Daiwa Eu- 
rope said: “Tfou are seeing the 
political context which is always 

likely to be pro-consumer. Now 
we have to convert the political 
into the economic and that is up 
to Ofwat [the water regula- 
tor]." 

Mr Byatt wfll unveil his ini- 


tial proposals on water bills js 
next month when he publishes# 1 
-Prospects for Prices”. 

However final prire limits for 
each water company wfll not be 

set until November next year. 
The new price controls take ef- 
fect from April, 2000. 

Water charges have risen 
by 36 per cent in real terms 
since the industry was priva- 
tised in 1989. The average bill 
now stands at £245. 
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Half-year profits at French Connection, led by Stephen Marks (above), rose to £3 .5m 

French Connection profits from ads 


FRENCH CONNECTION, the 
fashion chain led by Stephen 
Marks, is continuing to enjoy 
a boost from its controversial 
f.c.iLk advertising campaign. 


writes Nigel Cope. The cam- 
paign has helped the compa- 


for-like sales were 11.2 per 
cent higher than the same 


ny sell 100,000 T-shirts and period last year. 


pushed half-year profits 16 
per cent higher to £3-5m. Like- 


The group plans to open 
three new French Connec- 


tion stores and one new 
Nicole Earhi outlet in the sec- 
ond half. 

The shares were un- 
changed at 310p. 


IMF chief admits errors in 
Asian and Russian crises 


THE INTERNATIONAL Mone- 
taiy Fund yesterday admitted 
its policies exacerbated the 
Asian and Russian financial 
crises. 

Michel Camdessus, IMF 
managing director; said: “Yes, 
we made errors. For instance, 
we did not take notice of infor- 
mation on short-term capital 
transactions soon enough." 

He added: “Our member 
states simply did not have a 
genuine machinery of infor- 
mation before the crisis. We 
should have fought earlier for 
a supervision of the financial 
sector." 

Mr Camdessus' comments 
came as the World Bank - 
whose policies have also come 
under fire - admitted there 


BY Lea Paterson 

was a need for internal change. 

Speaking at the launch of foe 
Bank’s annual report, a Bank 
representative said officials 
had for some time been aware 
of foe need for reform, and had 
already started on a series of in- 
ternal shake-ups. Proposals 
for overhauling the Bank and 
the IMF are expected to be dis- 
cussed at length at foe forth- 
coming annual meetings of foe 
two institutions. 

In its annual report foe 
Bank - which last year made 
record loan commitments of 
more than $20bn - stressed the 
human cost of foe crisis. 

European equity markets 
closed higher yesterday, on 


hopes ofan early easing in US 
interest rates. Analysts specu- 
lated that a cut could come as 
soon as next Thesday, when foe 
federal Reserve will meet for 
its regular rate-setting meeting. 

The FTSE 100 rose for foe 
second day, dosing up 111.4 
points at 5214.7. At lunchtime 
in NewYxrk, the Dow Jones was 
up 116.12 points at 8013 .32. 

World stock markets tum- 
bled last week after Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, appeared to 
rule out a co-ordinated cut in 
global interest rates. 

However, there are still 
hopes of a cut in US rates and 
markets were waiting anxious- 
ly for hints of Mr Greenspan's 
next move as he spoke last 


night to foe US Congress about 
foe turmoil in world markets. 

Nick Stamenkovic, chief Eu- 
ropean economist at Bank Aus- 
tria Credit Anstalt Futures, 
said: “Tuesday’s meeting will be 
a dose call Greenspan is an in- 
ternationalist, and could per- 
suade other FOMC [the 
committee that determines US 
rates] members to cut" 

Oil prices were also spurred 
yesterday on talk of an emer- 
gency summit of oil industry 
leaders in Italy next week. No- 
vember Brent crude hit an 
intra-day high of $14.73, but 
fell back after oil companies 
played down foe talk, saying i 
foe forthcoming meeting was i 
an 1 “unexceptional" exchange of 
industry views. I 


POWERGEN IS today expect- 
ed to agree foe sale iff 4.000 
megawatts of generating ca- 
pacity in return for govern- 
ment approval of its £l£bn 
fealnww w of Eas t Midlands Flrw 
tririty. 

This is twice the amount of 
capacity that foe generator ini- 
tialty volunteered to sen and will 
mean disposing.of two of its five 
coal-fired power stations. 

In his second major compe- 
tition decision in as many days, 
Peter Mandelson, Secretary of ; 
State for Unde and Industry is 
today expected to agree not to 
refer the FowerGen 'deal to foe 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission subject to undertak- 
ings. These are likely to in dude 
conditions relating to ring-fenc- 
ing and cross-subsidies, as well 
as the requirement to dispose of 
stations. _ _ 

The' move vrill come as a 
boostto the coal industry which 
was further bolstered by news 
yesterday that Eastern Group is 
to invest £100m on environ- 
mental clean-up Mt for its West 
Burton station in Notting- 
hamshire to allow foe plant to 
continue burning British opal 

Mr Manddson’s ruling could 
also dear the way for a spate of 
further deals involving vertical 
integration between electricity 
generators and suppliers. 
Southern Electric and Scottish 
Hydro-Electric have already 
announced plans for a £5bn 
merger and foe nuclear gener- 
ate British Energy is one of the 
front-runners to take over Lon- 
don Electricity. 

The electrkaty regulator; Pro- 
fessor Stephen Littlechild, had 
wanted foe two big fossil-fuel 
generators, National Power and 
PowerGen, to dispose of half 
their coal-fired stations - equiv- 
alent to 10,000 megawatts of 
coal-fired capacity to increase 


BY MICHAEL HARRISON 

competition in foe generating 
market 

He will have to settle for a 
lower figure than that but it wffl 
stQl permit three or four new 
players to enter the market Ne- 
gotiations over how much plant m 
NatikmalPhwer must dispose of » 

. are continuing but it will be not . 
less than 4,000 megawatts. 

A range of prospective bid- 
ders have been line! up to take 
power stations off the hands iff 
foie two generators. 

-John Devaney the former 
chairman of Eastern Group, 
was considering a bid for one of 
FtowerGerfs stations. Other po- 
tential purchasers include Mis- 
sion Energy of foe US, which 
bought National Grid's pumped 
storage power, stations, and 
Soutt^aConipany of Georgia. 

" WheriPowerGen announced 
foe East Midlands deal in June, 
it said that it had already re- 
ceived 10 approaches to buy dpi 
generating capacity. The Ferry- w 
hridge plant m’Ybrkshire is one 
of foe two stations likely to be 
sold and RwerGen believes it 
will raise £5 00m. 

The merger will create a 
combined group with sales of 
£4.1bn and pre-tax profits iff 
£623m. It is expected to yield sav- 
ings of £S0m a yean 

Ed Wallis, the PowerGen 
chairman, took a risk that the 
deal would not be blocked fay foe 
MMC by making foe takeover 
unconditional. PowerGen com- 
pleted foe purchase and hand- 
ed over foe money to East 

Midlands ' ITS owners. P nniTninn 

Resources, two months ago. 

The sale of two power sta- 
tions will reduce PowerGen’ s 
portfolio to 10,000 megawatts, of 
which 6,000 will be coal fired Na- 
tional Power has about 16,000 u 
megawatts of capacity. 0i 
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Biotech rejects calls to halt legal action 


THE BOARD of British Biotech, 
the troubled drug development 
group, yesterday rejected 
shareholders' calls to drop the 
legal action against Dr Andrew 
Millar, the whistleblower 
sacked in ApriL 

The demands came as it 
emerged that Dr Keith Mc- 
Cullagh. Dr Millar's main rival 
who yesterday stepped down as 
chief executive, received a pay- 
off of £672,000. 

At 3 shareholders’ meeting 
marked by strict security mea- 
sures to segregate the media 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

pack from participants, in- 
vestors gave the board a 40- 
minute grilling over the action 
against Dr Millar, the former 
head of clinical research who 
was dismissed after voicing 
doubts over two of foe com- 
pany's star drugs to one insti- 
tution. 

The bitter battle between 
Dr Mmac who Kfted the secrecy 
on trials of foe company’s pan- 
creatitis drug Zacutex and the 
anti-cancer treatment Marima- 


stat and DrMcCullagh, caused 
a collapse in British Biotech’s 
share price and two investiga- 
tions fay US and UK stock mar- 
ket regulators. The company is 
suing Dr Millar in foe High 
Court for breach of contract 

John w illiams , one share- 
holder asked foe board: “In 
view of foe bad PR, in view of 
the high costs, can you tell me 
exactly what you hope to gain 
[from suing Dr Millar]?” 

Another investor said: “The 
share price is a disaster The lit- 
igation with Dr Millar is some- 


thing we should not be bothered 
with. It is a small blip. How 
much would it cost to settle?" 

The chairman, John Rais- 
man, replied: “There are very 
strong grounds for foe actions 
and possibly substantial dam- 
ages to be recovered." 

However; Mr Raisman, who 
is set to step down at foe end 
of foe month, held out foe pos- 
sibility that the company could 
settle foe case at a later stage. 
He added: “It will clearly have 
to be on realistic terms. I don't 
think any realistic terms have 


been proposed." 

Dr Millar is understood to 
have asked for around £90,000 
to settle the case. The company 
said that Dr McCuliagh's leav- 
ing package wQl include one 
year’s salary, worth £430,000, 
plus a one-off payment of 
£242,000 to his pension fund. 

He will be replaced by Elliott 
Goldstein, a former executive at 
SmithKline Beecham. Christo- 
pher Hampson, chairman of 
building materials group RMC, 
will take over as chairman. 



McCnllagh: Fbnner rhipf 
executive gets £672,000 


Around the World’s Markets 


gg§| LONDON 

TALK OF lower interest rates as 
well as re n ewed takeover 
speculation lifted Footsie m.4 
points to 5,214.7 in brisk trading. 
But supporting shares had another 
poor season with foe mid cap and 
small cap indices giving ground. 

GRE, foe insurance group, and 
the publisher Reed International 
rose again on bid hopes, and 
Granada jumped 51p to 777p 
following its investment 
presentation in Manchester. But 
waters slipped lower following foe 
Government's warning. 

Derek Pain, page 23 


gggNEW YORK 

US stocks were rallying strongly 
at midday as investors took some 
relief from some positive 
earnings news and hopes that 
Federal Reserve Alan Greenspan 
would not role out an interest 
rate cut. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average was up 107 points or 1.35 
percent to 8004, its third foray 
above the 8,000 level since 31 
August when a massive sell-off 
shook global markets and sent 
the Dow plunging 512 points. The 
wave of baying swept up both 
large blue chips and smaller 


JAKARTA 


THE JAKARTA stock index ended 
slightly higher, up 1.37 points at 
20&25, as talk of state help boosted 
telecoms shares. The Indonesian 
rupiah was tittle changed at 11,000 
to the US dollar amid light trading, 
as concern about capital controls 
eased. 

Indonesia's creditors agreed 
yesterday in Paris to reschedule 
$4^bn in government debt due in 
the next two years, easing the debt 
burden. The rupiah had plunged 51 
per cent this yean its second year as 
foe world’s worst performing 
currency. 


HONG KONG 


THE HANG SENG index rose 
138.88, or 1.8 per cent, to 7,504.39, 
as China cut US dollar deposit 
rates for the second time in three 
months, signalling that it may 
soon lower interest rates to boost 
flagging economic growth, rather 
than devalue the yuan. 

The speculation gained 
credence from a report in an 
official Hong Kong publication 
that the mainland needs a “big 
cot” in official rates to boost 
growth. Chinese state-owned 
companies listed in Hong Kong 
rose 4.1 per cent as a group. 


D MILAN 

SHARE PRICES Closed hi gher , as 
gains on other markets 
overshadowed concern about the 
political situation in Italy. The 
Mfotel closed up 279 points at 
19,193, while the Mfo30 rose 540 to 
28^44. 

The Communist Refoundation 
party whose votes ensure Prime 

Minister Romano Prodi a tower i- 
house majority, is undecided ever 9 : 
whether to hack foe 1999 budget and 
could pun its support altogether; 
which could force MrProdi to 
resign. The budget win be presented 
for cabinet approval tomorrow. 
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BUSINESS/19 


Water companies escape a soaking 


H^SAfesormting irony. Since 

^°™ a Came to “ May of 

S“* **■* committed to curbing 

toesiwsedexcessesofthe^ 

I car water industry, water shares 

w^^ n *f raone best per- 

formers m the stock market This 
has been particularly the case since 

17 J ^, when ^ ^“aet of the bear 
market brought the defensive qual- 
lbes of water and electricity folly 
into their own. But actually, these 
shareshave been pretty consistent 
outpenbrmers from the day Labour 
was elated. Is this a question, 

then, of Labour’s bark being worse 
than its bite? There may be an 
element of that 
The windfall profits tax could 

have been a good deal harder on the 

water companies than it was, while 
so far the sort of numbers being 
talked about for higher environ- 
mental pending and lower hills are 
well within City expectations. 

It may be that Ian Byatt, the 

water regulator; has a nasty shock 

in store for investors when he pub- 
lishes his price review next month, 
but if so, he’s keeping it very 
to his chest The 10 per cent one- 
off reduction suggested yesterday 
by Michael Meacher, the Environ- 
ment Minister, was no worse than 



nouncement, but this was hardly 
the sort of stuff to melt confidence 


Outlook 

the City was expecting. Nor were 
his numbers for extra ca pital 
spending. Of the additional £&5bn 
announced, only £4bn is real addi- 
tional spendfog. 

In any case, as far as the City is 
concerned, the more spending the 
merrier Not only are water com- 
panies allowed under tbe conditions 
of their licences to earn a defined 
rate of return on an ropitoi spend- 
ing, but they also have the oppor- 
tunity to better that rate through 


ing,then, foe less scope there is for 
reductions in bills and the more 
there is for enhancing profits. 

Water shares suffered a bit yes- 
terday after Mr Meacher* s au- 


ra 

going on in many other industries, 
seems to be a haves of safety and 

reliability. So modi for “regulatory 

risk", tiie catchphrase attached to 
these stocks before Labour came 
to power With tbe pound and in- 
terest rates so high, and the world 
economy teetering on the brink of 
recession, industries with regula- 
tory risk seem the place to be. 
The risk of oppressive regulation 

may m anycast* ha something <?f *p 

fflufrion. The lesson of British Gas, 
which fomousty accused the regu- 
lator of tbe b igg est smash and 
grab raid in history is that these util- 
ities are capable of taking the very 
worst the regulator can throw at 

them and P ffll erwnft wp smpJHng nf 

roses. There is continued and con- 
siderable scope for effidenqy gains 
in water companies, and that’s be- 
fore the wave of consolidation and 
merger p«^ i« i < y being for 

this sector in the City. 

Mr Byatt is going to have to raid 
shareholders* capital on a truly 
heroic scale to stop these compa- 
nies continuing to deliver tbe real 
increases in dividends investors in 
the water industry have come to ex- 


pect He is bound to be harsh, but 
on past form, he's not going to be 
that harsh. 

Supermarkets 


THE BIG GUYS of the supermarket 
sector get it their own way most of 
the time, but they are certainty 
being punched around a bit at foe 
moment. Less a month after 
the Office of Flair Heading launched 
a full-scale investigation into foe 
sector; along comes another OFT 
report, tbs time into buying power 
Its central t hesis is this; th at 
whfle huge buying muscle can be in 
consumers’ interests if those gains 
are passed on to consumers in a 
competitive environment, the like- 
lihood of such benevolence reduces 
sharply when competitors achieve 
a stranglehold on their market 
The killer punch is foe finq) 
paragraph, which suggests that 
profits are bounding ahead too fast 
to sustain the arg umen t that foe 
buying power of the big chains op- 
erates in foe consumer’s interest, 
as the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission and OFT have main- 
tained up until now. 

The implica tion is dear - that 


“something must be done”. The 
more difficult issue is what The 
supermarket sector is not a regu- 
lated monopoly and any attempt at 
legislating for it would almost cer- 
tainty be counter-productive. Amer- 
ica has the Robinson-Patman Act, 
which seeks to prohibit suppliers 
from offering preferential terms to 
selected buyers, thus limiting foe 
effect of enhanced buying power 

T fnfrir fainfitpty frwrm g largpr CTiptnv 

markets to pay foe same as foe local 
comer shop is fikety to lead to 
higher food prices, not lower ones. 

Any attempt to force foe super- 
markets to lower their prices would 
be wrong in theory and impossible 
in practice. So perhaps aO the Gov- 
ernment can do is hope market de- 
velopments come to its rescue. On 
this front, foe advent of the eoro 
should work miracles. The effect 
should be both to increase foe pool 
of competitors and to flatten out 
prices across foe single European 
market Consumers would not tol- 
erate food prices that were Uatantty 
higher in foe UK than elsewhere. 

The gradual increase in home 
shopping may also help increase 
competition by drawing in rivals 
from ofocr countri es not sadJed w Kh 
foe high cost base of a stare portfo- 


lio. In the meantime, perhaps foe 
best way to keep prices down is for 
pnlHunanc pnH competition a utho r, 
flies to keep banging on about it The 
threat of retaliatory action is often 
more effective than the action itself. 

Ladbroke/Coral 


PETER MANDELSON’S decision to 
block Ladbroke’s takeover of Coral 
shows why it is always dangerous 
to take a pimt an which way foe reg- 
ulators will jump. So sure was 
Peter George that the deal would 

face no competition hurdles that he 
wagered £3 63m of shareholders’ 
funds on Coral last December and 
handed over the folding notes four 
nint h s 

But since the deal would give 
Ladbroke 30 per cent of foe market, 
the off-course betting always 
favoured a monopolies referral. 
When this duty happened Mr 
George still fended his chances, be- 
lieving that the agreement to dis- 
pose of 133 betting shops to the^ Ttote 
would satisfy the “quarter mile 
rule” - the notion that no punter 
could be bothered to walk more 
than 440 yards to find another 
bookie. 


But the times and the odds 
moved badly against him. The last 
time the MMC investigated the 
bookmaking business, when Mecca 
bid for William Hill in 1989, it con- 
cluded that it was a series of local 
markets. Nine years on it has 
swapped horses and decided that 
changes in technology have made 
it a national market, meaning that 
to reduce the big three to the big 
two is a rum-starter Mr George now 
has to conduct a fire sale of Coral 
in a falling market, knowing that the 
most obvious bidders are already 
ruled out That must reduce his 
chances of recouping his original 
stake and hang in g onto his job. 

Hie Ladbroke chief executive 
must be looking enviously at Ed 
Wallis of PowerGen. He also took a 
punt - paying n^bn for a regional 
electricity company in advance of 
regulatory clearance. Ed's bet looks 
to have paid off even if he is part- 
ing company with more power 
stations than planned. 

Sadly, neither decision casts 
much light on Mr Mandelson’s 
attitude towards mergers, since 
he is in favour of handing over all 
decision-meldng powers in this 
area to an independent competition 
authority. 


News Analysis: Betting chain buyout is deemed anti-competitive 



Coral Bookmakers, Covent Garden, yesterday: Ladbrokes has been given six months to sell the 891 Coral shops Mark Olivers 


Fresh inquiry call on 
pensions mis-selling 


CITY REGULATORS yester- 
day came under renewed pres- 
sure to launch a full-scale 
investigation of pension top-up 
contracts as fresh evidence 
emerged that tens of thousands 
of then had been mis-sold. 

More than half of pension 
srhemA managers believe the 
top-up contracts, known as free- 
s tanding additional voluntary 
contributions (FSAVCs), had 
been mis-sold to members of 
employers’ schemes, accord- 
ing to a survey yesterday 

Bacon & Woodrow, the lead- 
ing actuary who commissioned 
the survey yesterday said there 
was no doubt that many of the 
policies had been mis-sold and 
called fair a full-scale review of 
foe products. 

Additional voluntary contri- 
butions (AVCs) are pension top- 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

up policies sold to people who 

w ant t/i <gii ppk»m«>nfr H» ppnsinn 

available from their employer 
All employers are obliged to 
offer them if they already pro- 
vide a pension scheme. 

But concern has grownin re- 
cent years that financial advis- 
ers have persuaded thousands 
of employees to bqy FSAVCs of- 
fered by insurance companies. 
It is feared that many employ- 
ees have bought them without 
realising they are paying hefty 
commission and charges not 
levied by their employer 

Andy Cox, AVC expert at 
B&W& said: “There is no disput- 
ing that many p ension a^wnp. 
members who have taken out 
FSAVCs would have been fi- 
nancially better off with AVCs.” 


Mr Cox said justifications for 
taking out FSAVCs (as opposed 
to employer-sponsored AVCs) 
were “largely illusory”. 

Charges on FSAVCs were 
so much higher than their in- 
house counterpart that they 
could be expected to produce 10- 
1S per cent less money by re- 
tirement, equivalent to wasting 
a year’s premiums. 

The Itersonal Investment Au- 
thority, in charge of regulating 
the sale of FSAVCs, has for 
years resisted a foil review of foe 
products despite mounting pre- 
dictions that they could amount 
to a second pension mis-selling 
scandal. Tbe PIAhas launched 
a preliminary investigation into 
the sale of foe products to decide 
whether a full-scale review is 
necessary. No findings have so 
for been made public 


'DTI bars Ladbroke 
from buying Coral 


OVERNMENT yesterday 
d Ladbroke’s £363m ac- 
m of foe Coral betting 
s anti-competitive and or- 
the hotel and leisure 
bo sell foe 891 shops with- 
nonths. 

is first major decision on 
tition policy since taki n g 
om Margaret Beckett in 
eter Mandelson, foe Sec- 
of State for Thade and In- 
; said the Ladbroke's 
ise “would damage com- 

n and disadvantage pun- 
y extending its dominant 

in in the UK betting 
L 

decision puts an end to 
e lobbying battle started 

- when Ladbroke agreed 

- the Coral shops from 


giamuaM. 

jal triggered a wave <rf 

rom a number of poll ti- 
1 bookmakers, and was 
to the Monopolies and 
Commission (MMO 

inquiry by Mrs Beck- 
irch. The MMC deliv- 
ts report to the 
lent of Trade and In- 
. the end of July, 
andelson said he ac- 
ie “ unan imous condu- 
the MMC that the deal 
educe punters’ choice” 
taken price oorapcti" 
h at a national and do- 
tveL 

ept theconelusion that 
ler is against the pub- 
est. with adverse ef- 
i price competition, 
m and choice, to the 

it of punters." he said, 
andelson added font 
jver was anti-competi- 
vo reasons. First Lad- 
ith around 1,900 shops, 

y tbe largest owner of 

nurse betting shops. 
notion of Coral would 
neased its share of bet- 

js from 21 per cent of 
to 30 per cent wiaen- 

between Ladbroke 

nearest rival, William 

am Hill is owned by the 

e finance house No- 
controls around 


By Francesco Guerrera 

LSOO shops and 22 per cent of foe 
market If the deal had gone 
ahead, more than one in three 
bets placed outside racecours- 
es would have been controlled 
ly Ladbroke; according to MMC 
estimates. 

Second, tbe merger of Coral 
into Ladbroke would have left 
only two nati onal bookmakers, 
Lfldhm kBand William H3I in foe 
£6bn-a-year UKbetting market 

Mr Mandelson said that Lad- 
broke’s proposal to sell up to 301 
Coral shops to Tbte, the state- 

owned bookmaker plus the dis- 
posal of both foe Coral 
telephone-betting service and a 
couple of greyhound tracks, 
would have Hone little to en- 
hance competition. He con- 
cluded that “foe adverse effects 
of the takeover could only be 
remedied by requiring Lad- 


merging the Coral shops into its 
existing chain. The Coral shops 
made a £17JLm contribution to 
foe group's profit in the first half 
of the year 

Peter George, Ladbroke 
chief executive, said foe group 
was “my disappointed” with 
foe DTTs decision. He claimed 
that foe company had received 
“supportive initial guidance” 
from the Office of Fair Trading 
at the time of the deal 

Hbneveq an OFT source said 
yesterday it had advised Lad- 
broke that the merger would 
only be cleared if foe MMC 
used the same criteria with 
which it judged the 1988 merg- 
er of wnBam Hill and Mecca- 

One of foe key planks of the 
MMCTs case against foe deal 
was that foe bookmaking worid 
had chang ed since 1988 and 
that the William HHl/Mecca 
yardsticks no longer appEed. In 


WHERE BRITAIN BETS 


Marine thvw bof^coor** 
betxing. 1997 

Dmoncfc- Share, 
fin % 


Breakdown or betting, 
1997 


Ladbroke 

Conti 

Combined 

wailam Hffl _ 
Stanley 
Tele 
Outer s 

Total - 

Source: MMC 


1,577 


"26 


Horserace 


Tool, 

£m 

/ c892 


■fotai, 

% 

70.2 


7S5 

12 

. Greyhound race 

1366 

iaj 

2.342 — 

' 38 

Tote 


0.6 


Subtotal 

6,203 

89.0 

1360 

72: 

■ Football . 

321. 

4.6 

380 

6 

Numbers games 

247 • 

3.5 

- 130- 

2 

■ Sloe machines 

111 ' 

i.6 

1S7S 

32 

Outer betting 

83 

1 2 

.aits*; .. 

too . 

Other services 

6 
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broke to divest the “whole” of 
Coral Be recommended that 
Coral be sold to a single bityo; 
but added foata breakup of the 
group could be acceptable if it 
led to “a more robust competi- 
tive environment?. 

Tbte wfllnowrehirn to Coral 
foe 133 outlets it bought for 
£46m earlier this yew; as the 

deal was confotional on the ap- 
proval of the merger 

MrMandeteon’s decision is a 
Mow to Ladbroke, which had 
hoped to cut costs by up to 
Msm and to achieve eammmes 


an ra-depfo view ofbettmg mar- 
ket trends, foe MMC argued that 
the market has shrunk over 
the past 10 years, with a 12 per 
ceotfeDmthenanfeerofbetting 
shops. 

At the same time, concen- 
tration increased to unprece- 
deaited levels. According to tbe 
MMC (see table), the five largest 
bookmakers controlled 70 per 
cent of total betting turnover in 
1997, compared wtih ©percent 
in 1989. The remaining SO per 
cent is scattered among a myr- 
iad of independent operators 
which are too small to compete 


with the lug boys and whose 
share of foe market has been de- 
clining since the William 
HBl/Mecca deaL 

The plight of smaller book- 
makers was also esacabated by 
the National Lottery’s arrival in 
1994. According to government 
figures, foe number of bets has 
declined by about 10 per cent 
since the introduction of foe 
weekly lottery draw. This 
caused a sharp fall in the in- 
dustry’s profitability and accel- 
erated foe rate of closure of 
betting shops, to the bigger 
players’ advantage. 

The MMC and tbe DTI also 
rejected Ladbroke’s argument 
that the Coral buy complied 
with “the quarter-mile rule”, 
one of the cornerstones of foe 
MMCs clearance trf foe William 
H31 acquisition- The rule re- 
quires a bookmaker who buys a 
shop within a 440-yard radios of 
me erfits existing outlets to have 
at least one competitor m foe 
same area. 

Howevei; foe MMC demon- 
strated that technological 
changes, the influence of tele- 
vision and a relaxation of gam- 
ing taxes have transformed 
betting from a local activity, 
centred on the neighbourhood 
bookie, into a UKwide busi- 
ness where competition is mea- 
sured on nation^ terms. 

“This evolution of the indus- 
try over recent years, and the 
differing structural effects of 
foe two mergers, mean that 
foe Ladbroke/Coral and 
Mprrafl PilTiam HtT l mer gers are 
not directly comparable,” the 
DTI concluded. 

On the financial side, tbe de- 
cision to force Ladbroke to sell 
Coral sparked a search for po- 
tential buyers. Shares in Lad- 
broke rose 17J>p to 222p after it 
reported receiving several ap- 
proaches from “venture capi- 
talists and other parties”. 

A spokesman said foe com- 
panywashqpefalofaebievinga 
“good price” although he sng- 
gested tins might feD short afthe 
£363m paid to Bass given the 
current economic uncertainty 




YOU KNOW YOUR BUSINESS. 

WE KNOW MILLIONS OF OTHERS. 

Before you deal with another company 
we'll make sure you're in good company. 

We're part of EULER, the global credit insurer. 
Using in-depth local knowledge, we can assess the 
trade risks for your business in any part of the world, 
then insure you against non-payment. 

Call 01454 304104 and talk to EULER Trade Indemnity. 
Tbe partner for trading in a risky worid. 

Before yon do business with anyone else 
it pays to do business with ns. 
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IMF braced 
for further 
Russian blow 


THE INTERNATIONAL fi- 
nancial community is bracing 
itself for another fierce blow 
from Russia - the likelihood 

that it will default or, at best, re- 
structure some ?200bn of for- 
eign currency debt 

Analysts predict that Mos- 
cow will be unable to find 
$l9.2bn due next yean threat- 
en^ to drive Russia’s financial 
crisis to new depths and deep- 
en its isolation. 

“The position at present 
looks like another default or re- 
structuring," said a western 
diplomatic source. “They have 
got themselves into a very very 
&gep hole." 

TA1 though Russia has 
promised to honour its foreign 
debts, its credibility has been 
badly undermined by its deci- 
sion in August to freeze $40bn 
of rouble-denominated domes- 
tic debt gridlocking the bank- 
ing system and leaving foreign 
investors high and dry. 

In more normal circum- 
stances, Russia could borrow 
enough funds to roll over$l9bn 
of interest and principle pay- 
ments due next year, it is not 
an exceptionally large sum for 
a large country: 

But a severe loss of in- 
ternational confidence, com- 


By Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 


pounded by its steepening eco- 
nomic decline, has tirminighud 
its chances of raising the 
money, 

Neither the International 
Monetary Ftmd nor the World 


on the idea of bailing out 
Moscow again, partic ular ly 
given the return to power of 
Gorbachev-era free-market 
sceptics. 

Michel Camdessus, the In- 
ternational Monetary Fluid’s 
m a nagin g director; said yes- 
terday that the fund - which hag 
a team in Moscow discussing 
the future of its now discredit- 
ed $2Sbn rescue package -was 
ready to support Russia as 
long as Moscow presented a 
“credible reform plan”. 

But there are few signs that 
Russia can satisfy that criteria. 
'The choice is between de- 
faulting and rescheduling," 
Thierry Maflerat, an econo- 
mist with Russia’s Alfa Capital 
told the Moscow Times news- 
paper. “Russia is totally broke 
and I don't see how the situa- 
tion could improve." 

Another default would repeat 
an unfortunate pattern that 


IN BRIEF 

^ Bar rat t attacks government over 
~ economic and planning policies 

BARRATT, BRITAIN'S second largest housebuildei; yesterday 
became the latest construction group to attack the govern- 
ment’s economic and planning policies. Frank Eaton, the chair- 
man, said the government's management of the economy was 
"seriously undermining consumer confidence”. He added that 
authorities faded to implement planning policies to meet the 
UK's housing needs. Barratt reported a 33 per cent rise in 
interim pre-tax profit to a record £&3m. 

Derivative risks in the open 

UK COMPANIES are for the first time having to disclose a 
range of information about the risks from derivatives and 
other financial instruments, as a result of today’s 
publication of a hew accounting standard. The Accounting 
Standards Board says Financial Reporting Standard IS is 
necessary because derivatives often do not appear in 
Recounts, yet can quickly give rise to assets w; more 
' seriously, liabilities. 

Dawson suffers bigger loss 

LOSSES AT Dawson International deepened to £23.6m in 
the six months to 4 July from a £4J2m toss the year earlier; 
the textile company revealed yesterday. The maker oi 
Pringle clo t hi ng blamed the loss on Ada's economic crisis 
and the strong pound Chairman Derek Finlay said 
problems had been caused by the strength of sterling, the 
full impact of the Asian economic crisis and fashion 
trends away from heavy woollen yarns and knitweac 
Dawson reduced its workforce by 24 per cent, winch 
represents an £8m reduction in operating costs for the foil 
financial year. The shares dosed off 0.5p at 765p, down 
from a 12-month peak of 76J>p. 

Summer slowdown for brewer 

THE REGIONAL brewer and pub operator Wolverhampton 
& Dudley Breweries yesterday blamed “testing market 
conditions" for a slowdown in sales in the 47 weeksto22 
August down from a 4.7 per cent increase m the first half 
of the vear to 2.5 per cent In a trading update ahead of its 
annual results, finance director Ralph Findlay said; "As^ 
as brewers are concerned, summer did not happen. 
The shares gained I9p to 396p. 


How do you fly 


to Denmark for less 
than £25?* 


CO 

yourself a partner 
who is going 
o fly full fare. 


( 2 ) 

Fly together. 


tare Business Class return from 
nhooen before 15 Ociober 1998, cotter you 
your partner tor just me cost of the 
fiT im* ^ can be any timo 
“ jTSiusy 1999 indudlna the Christmas 
d both enjoy the deHflnts of sumptuous 


MAERSK air 

the DANISH AIRLINE 


stretches back to the 1917 rev- 
olution, when the Bolsheviks re- 
fused to honour billions of 
dollars- worth of tsarist-era 
bonds. 

"Western commercial banks 
have yet to forgive Russia far re- 
structuring $2^ of Soviet-era 
debt to the London Club. 

The archpriest of Russia's 
market economics, Anatoly 
Chubais, believes that Russia 
had no choice but to turn to the 
IMF to meet its foreign debts, 
even this year. 

An agreement with the IMF 
would be difficult But without 
one, Moscow would resort to 
using currency reserves, 
spawning an even more in- 
tense attack: on the rouble. 



Alim Cathcart (right), rfhairman and chief executive of Avis Europe, the car rental group, and David Maloney, 
group finance director. Avis is buying 4,000 of the two-seater Swatchmobile cars, a joint venture between 
Mercedes-Benz and the watchmaker Swatch. Eye Catchers Press. Investment, page 23 


Software 
boost for 
for East 
Coast line 


RAIL PASSENGERS on the East 

Coast Mainline should suffer 
fewer delays in the future, fol- 
lowing a multi-million pound in- 
vestment in state-of-the-art 
software to improve signalling, 
writes Michael Harrison. 

AEA Technology has been 
awarded a contract by the in- 
frastructure maintenance com- 
pany Jarvis Rail to install the 
software at three control cen- 
tres along the line. 

The equipment improves 
the routing and tracking of 
trains, enabling controllers to 
give priority to high-speed pas- 
senger trains ratherthan slow- 
er freight trains. 

The software will be in- 
stalled over the next three 
months at three electronic con- 
trol centres in Ifcrk and on 
Tyneside. 

As well as reducing train de- 
lays, the equipment should also 
save RaHtrack money since it 
Is liable to pay penalties for 
hold-ups caused by problems 
with the rail infrastructure. 



Our competitors promise 

to save money 
on BT’s business calls. 

Frankly ; there 
isn't much behind them . 
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It seems every new telecoms company that opens its doors 
Haims it can save your business more money than BT. 

In fact, the savings are often not what they seem. Some of 
our competitors don’t always take into account our discounts 
and often compare their best rates against BTs basic rates. 

BT, on the other hand, can offer significant discounts on 
ail your business calls (not just selected calls) 24 hours a day. 

Cer tainly , our competitors don’t take into account the 
£8 millio n a day we’ve spent over the last 13 years ensuring 


the quality of our service; the 53,000 people working on our 
netwoik; or that we monitor the reliability of our network 24 
hours a day. 

As a result on average a company reports only one fault 
every 7 years - just one of the many reasons for being with BT. 

Call Ft eejbne 0800 800 800 or visit our website on 
www.bt.coin/busmess and find out 
how much you can save, and still have 
the promise of BT behind you. 
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Blue chips leave the small fry behind 



brethren. As Fbotsie's iSSS 

C0 !? nue< l the stock su£ 

porting shares endured another 
nervous, despairing session. 

1 There were stories that leading 

fund managers were dumping sets 
ond-hne stocks. Mercury Asset 

Management part of Merrill Lynch, 
was said to have unloaded sup- 
porting shares, particularly chem- 
icals and engineers. 

The contrast in the fortunes of 
blue chips and the under-card was 
dramatic. Footsie jumped Hi .4 to 
5£H.7 as the mid cap index lost 8 to 
45612 and the smaU cap dropped 3 4 
to 2,0325. yet another low for tbeyeac 
Hie feeling that blue chips had 
been hit too hard in the downward 
spiral from the July peak, pfus 
takeover hopes and a growing ex- 
pectation that interest rate cuts will 

soon appear, spurred leaders. 

But there was unease amid the 
euphoria. NatWest Stockbrokers’ 
head of research, Jeremy Batstone, 
warned that shares could be hit by 
deflationary pressures next yean He 
suggested a cut of up to 40 per cent 
could materialise. Still, in the mean- 


Market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


time, he expects Footsie wiD rebound 

to around 5500 by the end ohheyear 
Waters, regarded as safe havens 
in the market slide, took a Hath on 
the £&5bn Government demand for 
price cuts and improvements to the 
Quality of serrices provided. Severn 
Trent fell 40p to l,062p and United 
Utilities 32p to 908p. 

There seemed to be a heavy flow 


week by a profits warning, was 
again flat on suggestions that ana- 
lysts, after talks with the group, were 
preparing to pull forecasts even 


lower than the £64Gm or so they 
alighted on after the Bass caution. 

Storehouse slumped 245p to 
185p. BT Alex. Brown did the dam- 
age. The investment house cut its 
estimates by £7m to £i27m for this 
year; byFl2mto£136m forces! year 
and by £12 .5m to £i50m for the 
following year. 

Sin the takeover speculation in- 
dustry continued to thrive. GR£,up 
195p at 277^1. was again seen as an 
Allied Zurich, target The feeling that 
bid action could break out among the 
depressed insurers lifted Royal & 
Sun Alliance 4&5p to 553p and 
CGU 59p to 936p. Tuesday’s other 
bid candidate. Reed International, 
rose a forther 155p to 550p. 

Grenada’s investment presen- 
tation provided inspiration, with the 
shares up 51p to 777p; Lehman 
Brothers said buy repeating its 950p 
target 

Marks & Spencer edged for- 
ward 4p to 444p as ABN Amro said 
buy, and Next improved 25-25p to 
399J25p after chief executive David 
Jones picked up 100,000 shares at 
3?0-5p and director Simon Wblfson 
270,000 at 370.9p. 

ABN was also behind a 2 6p jump 


to 377p by British Aerospace, and 
Cable & Wireless scored from 
CSFB biy advice, fining 38p to 558p. 

Ladbroke was unfazed by the 
block on its Coral betting shop ac- 
quisition, cantering 17.7Sp to 222p. 


NATWEST Enterprise Trust, a 
venture capital group where 
National Westminster Bank is 
the biggest shareholder jumped 
30J>p to 304-5p, a peak, as 
possible predators made their 
presence known. At the end of 
June the company’s net assets 
were around 370p a share. The 
trust said a number of parties 
had shown interest Because of 
a conflict of interest, ABN Amro 
is no longer the company’s 
stockbroker replaced by Wfest 
Merchant Rank. 


Eoergis put on 52J>p to 775p in a fiir- 
ther reflection of the Henderson 
Crosth waite buy recommendation. 

laicas^uity, the engcoeeq moved 
ahead 5p to 200p. There is growing un- 
ease about its proposal to move its 
domicile to the US. John Buckland at 



Daiwa says the reasons put forward 
kr the switrii are at best tenuous, and 
“the protestations about increasing 
shareholder value are dubious”. 
Centrica rose 5p to lll^p on talk 

that t fog Italians wwfgp fannirff tAim- 
port gas from the company Oils 

gtrwi g^Tipnadnn afirmiy^y itfiq prinp 

and hopes of a wwidcfl summit; En- 
terprise Oil gained 295p to 390p. 
Supermarkets were largely 


unruffled by the Office of Fhir 
•fradiDg-sponsored probe. Asda. at 
one time up I35p, ended 3p higher 
at l745p and Tesco gained 2.75p to 
I71.75p. Safeway. Somerfield and 
J Sainsbury ended a little lower. 


ZERGO, an electronic 
information group, firmed top 
to 265p, a long way from the 
476Jp peak hit when 
information technology shares 
eqjoyed the top of their 
bonanza this year. The group’s 
shares were firm on HSBC’s 
decision to start producing 
research on the company. No 
doubt it was merely a 
coincidence that on Monday 
Zergo clinched a £300,000 
contract with Midland Bank, 
part of HSBC. 


Brake Brothers, supplying con- 
venience food to caterers, was 
roasted ll25p to 635p after making 
what the market regarded as a 
profits warning. Hie company how- 
even disputed such an interpreta- 
tion of its comments. 


The day’s worst performer was 
lnfobank, off 77.5p to 425p. It blew 
a fuse after what was unquestion- 
ably a profits warning by the elec- 
tronic systems and software group. 
The shares were floated at I25p in 
February last year. 

Euro Sales Finance, providing 
finance to small and medium sized 
companies, slipped 75p to 280p 
after duly reporting profits of 
£l26m against £563,000 and dis- 
closing plans to move from AIM to 
a foil listing. 

Memory Corporation's run con- 
tinued, with the shares moving 
ahead 6.5p to 28p. They have 
climbed from 15p on Monday, when 
BancBoston Robertson Stephens 
put a 50p target on the shares. 

Emerald Energy held at 925p. 
It made encouraging noises about 
its Gigante drill in Colombia, say- 
ing a positive outcome is expected 
in two weeks. Talk in the market 
suggests that a L2 biffion barrel field 
has been discovered, which could 
be worth 23p an Emerald share. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 943.4 million 
SEAQ TRADES: 57,121 
GILT INDEX: 111.01 -055 
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Economic gloom fails How to wind up a lawyer 
to dent Avis car rentals 


IF PREVIOUS economic cycles 
are anything to go by. the car 
rental industry should be get- 
ting ready to slam on the 
brakes. 

Renting out FbrdMondeos to 
nf travelling executives is a 
cyclical business. Given the 
general economic slowdown - 
not to mention the problem of 
plunging used car values - it's 
no surprise shares in Avis 
Europe have dropped by a third 
since the beginning of June. 

But hang on. Interim figures 
from the group, released yes- 
terday, show little evidence of 
a slowdown. In the half year to 
the end of June (Avis is in the 
process of switching its finan- 
cial year end) revenues rose 8 
per cent to £252m while oper- 
ating profits were up by a 
quarter. 

Avis pushed through its first 
^ .price increase in three years 
Z Jrtiile increasing volumes by a 
tenth. Improved productivity 
lifted margins by almost three 
percentage points to 195 per 
cent 

On resale values. Avis 
doesn’t worry because it sells 
over 80 per cent of its cars bade 
to the manufacturer at an 
agreed price. 

It looks as if, true to its cor- 
porate slogan. Avis is trying 
harder. 

Longer-term trends are also 
waking in its favour. Helped by 
its geographical spread, the 
company is doing exclusive 
deals with travel groups such 
as Airtours to provide rental 
cars for holidaymakers. It is 
also supplying replacement 
pars to people who suffer a 
roadside breakdown. 

Meanwhile, chief executive 
Mun Cathcart thinks city 
sjJweUers will increasingly turn 
to renting cars rather than 
bothering with the expense of 
buying one. 

On upgraded foil-year profit 
forecasts of £94m the shares, up 
22p to 223. 5p yesterday trade on 
a forward earnings multiple of 
18. 

Avis looks capable of yearly 
profit growth of 10 per cent for 
the foreseeable future. Hie re- 
cent weakness in the share 
price is an opportunity. Buy. 


INVESTMENT 

Edited by Peter Thal Larsen 


Marker value: £l.28bn. share price 223(+ 22p) 

, — ftill year ro 28 Feb— > half year ro 30 Jun 

E record 1996 1997 1998 1997 1998 


Trading record 

Turnover f£m), - -f .* 
Pre-tax pro Fits (Em) 
Earning? per share jp) 
Dividends per share (p) 

Share price 

pence 


477300 572.00 509.00 234.00 252.00 
26.10 57.00 75.60 22.30 36.00 
- - 8.60 10:70 ~ 3L20 ' ^^0 
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Revenue breakdown 

6 months to 30 June 
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Warning from 
Bowthorpe 

YOU HAVE to feel for Nick 
Brookes. The chief executive of 
Bowthorpe gets almost unani- 
mous approval for the changes 
he has made at the electronics 
group. He's reorganised the 
business into five global divi- 
sions, cut costs, beefed up 
spending on capital equipment 
and research and development 
and shared more information 
with the City. 

Until the beginning of June 
everything was fine. Then in- 
vestors got the jitters and the 
shares slipped to almost half 
their 604p high They shed an- 
other 34p to 3235p yesterday as 
analysts downgraded their full- 
year profit forecasts to £94m. 

At first glance, this looks 
harsh. In the six months to 
June Bowthorpe managed an 
18 per cent jump in operating 
profits on an 11 per cent in- 
crease in sales. Although this 


Downtown 
50% 


included the benefit of some ac- 
quisitions the underlying prof- 
it growto rate was stffl a healthy 
11 per cent 

The problem was Bow- 
thorpe’s warning that its growth 
rate in the second half would 
slow. Although tile group's Net- 
work Systems division, which 
serves the fast-moving telecom 
sector, is expanding quickly 
other dwisioas are not so robust 
Profits in the Cable Manage- 
ment dwisinD were flat 

That said, forecast profit 
growth of almost 10 per cent is 
not bad in a sector where many 
companies - buffeted by the 
Asian downturn and the strong 
pound -are struggling to grow 
at all Mr Brookes also has the 
finan cia l firepower to expand in 
Asia before the export-led re- 
covery he expects in the region 
gathers pace 

There arerisks. Exposure to 
the personal computer cycle 
could upset short-term earn- 
ings, while there is the prospect 
of farther gloom about the au- 


tomotive and aerospace indus- 
tries. But on a forward earnings 
multiple of just 12 it’s hard to 
see the shares faDingmuch fur- 
ther A firm hold- 

Harsh verdict 
on Brake 

EXECUTIVES AT Brake 
Brothers could be forgiven for 

thinking thp mgrkpf rjpflH 

wfaat harshly with the food dis- 
tribution company yesterday. 
After what was interpreted as 
a profit warning the share price 
pfangBdlllp to 6355p- a 15 per 
cent drop. 

TVue, chairman Fr ank Br ake 

had sounded downbeat as he 
unveiled the company’s first- 
half results. He said the TJK 
catering market was tem- 
porarily slowing down because 
of lower confidence in the econ- 
omy. The second half had : 
started slow he said, adding: 
“Some improvement is bong 
experienced in September but 
we are cautious, although not 
pessimistic, with regard to the 
otritookfartbeyearasawhole.” 

But it is not dear this realty 
amounts to a profits warning. 
Pre-tax profits grew by 27 per 
cent to £l3.7m in the first half. 
Even if the second half is slower; 
Brake is still growing nicety. 

Certainty, the company has 
suffered some blows since its 
shares peaked at more than QO 
earlier this year. One problem 
stemmed from trouble with 
new computer systems. Teeth- 
ing troubles had knock-on 
effects in the food services dis- 
tribution operation, causing a 
one-off hit of £2m for extra 
labour Bad weather and dwin- 
dling consumer confidence 
meant fewer people ate out 

But there’s no reason to as- 
sume this will last forever. 
Puritan Maid, the multi-tem- 
perature efistribution service, is 
no longer plagued by giant 
losses, while Brake's French 
division is thriving. 

The shares may have been 
overvalued But at yesterday’s 
dose they trade cm an unde- 
manding 16 times forecast fbll- 
year earnings. Along-term hold. 


PEOPLE AND 

Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


LAWYERS ARE eunuchs, ac- 
cording to John VhtIU, the vice 
president of the Insolvency 
Lawyers Association. 

Let me explain. Most liq- 
uidators and receivers in this 
country tend to be accoun- 
tants, but around 180 of those 
licensed to be “insolvency prac- 
titioners" are lawyers. 

Few of the lawyers actually 
go out and wind companies up, 
since accountants are keen to 
keep this privilege to them- 
selves, says Mr YferriU, who is 
also senior insolvency partner 
at Lawrence Graham, a City- 
based law firm. 

Being qualified to liquidate 
companies and yet not doing so 
places lawyers in the same po- 
sition as eunuchs, says Mr \fer- 
riH “We know how to do it we 
see it done every day, yet we 
don’t do it ourselves.'’ 

HI never look at lawyers in 
quite the same way again. 

FACTORIES MAY be closing 
around the country as reces- 
sdon bites, but yesterday a Fbrd 
subsidiary opened a new £40m 
factory in Enfield, Dorth Lon- 
don, safeguarding around 1,000 
jobs. And its being run by a 
woman. 

The onward march of fe- 
male equality was a key theme 
at the opeofog ceremony as En- 
field's plant manager; Oj Al- 
varado, was joined by Barbara 
Roche MP, Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry; Joan 
Ryan, MP for Enfield Nort h; 
and Pauline Green, MEP for 
London North. 

Visteon, the wbolty-owned 
Ford subsidiary that runs the 
plant ^ been making com- 
ponents at Enfield since 1963. 

Mrs Alvarado is the daugh- 
ter of a migrant agricultural 
works' from Texas. She was the 
first of her family to go on to 
higher education, gained a de- 
gree in engineering, and joined 
Visteon in 1977 as a graduate 
trainee She sounds like a tough 
cookie 

Perhaps she should have a 



Retired footballer Lee Chapman and his wife, Leslie Ash, star of the television 
sitcom TVfen Behaving Badly* Patrick Bumnos/FNP 


word with Eddie George, Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England, 
about interest rates, 

TO THE Teatro, a trenrty pri- 
vate chib in Shaftesbury Avenue 
owned by Leslie Men Behav- 
ing Badly Ash and her retired 
footballer husband, Lee Chap- 
man, to celebrate the publica- 
tion of Hie London Fashixm 
Book by Andrew Hicker. 

The party; laid on by pub- 
lisher Thames & Hudson and 
co-sponsored byMoet et Chan- 
don, may have been celebrating 
London’s place in the interna- 
tional fashion scene, but the 
crush in the dimly-lit bar was 
more reminiscent of the Black 
Bole of Calcutta. 
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When I arrived at the dub at 
six-thirty on Tuesday evening 
two over-worked barmen were 
trying to slake the thirst of 
practically everyone even 
vaguely connected with the 
London fashion scene all in 
onego. 

Hie final straw came when 
I was actually asked to pay for 
my own drinks; £11 for two 
glasses of champers. Imagine! 

Needless to say I stalked out, 
and calmed my outrage with a 
couple of pints of Guinness in 
the Coach and Horses, the 
femed Soho watering hole of the 
late Jeffrey Barnard, the 
satirist, handily sited next dooc 

J think FD leave fashion to the 
experts in future. 

COMPANY RESULTS 

Pre-tax (£) EPS 


DONALDSON, LUFKIN & 
Jenrette (DUD, the Wall Street 
investment bank, has just 
agreed to be the principal spon- 
sor of the Orchestra of the Age 
of Enlightenment, a band of 
players dedicated to playing 
16th and 19th century music on 
original instruments. 

Martin Smith, chairman of 
Investment banking at DU 
International, was a keen sup- 
porter of the orchestra when he 
ledPheonix Securities, the City 
corporate finance boutique. 
Pheonix was bought by DU 
last year and Mr Smith contin- 
ued his support This will bring 
£200,000 for the orchestra from 
DU and other businesses over 
the next three years. 
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FOREIGN exchange rates 


INTEREST RATES 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 
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UK 

AusrMlu 

Austria 

(WRlum 


^nma/k 

Finland I 
France 

Germany 

Greece r 

HorifiKong 

Ireland 

Holy : 

Japan . 

Molaywi I 
Me»co 

Neihedantfe i 
New Zealand • 
Norway 
Bortug.il ; 
Saudi Arabia ( 
Singapore l 
Soucb Africa ! 
Spain ; 
Sweden 
SunlurLind ! 
US I 


A'jftnrmj 

a 

Czech Rep 

Efiypt 

GJvjn .1 

Huncory 

tndu 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigei la 


T month 3 mondi 


3.1873 
3.41 S8 
12-M9 
J90.T2 
6 2966 
2.9005 
10.0719 
240.37 
13.292 
2.3372 


Dollar 

Spor 

0.5951 

I. 7339 

II. 871 
34.S25 
1.5270 

6.4275 

1.1644 
5.1425 
5.6577 
1 6873 
290.52 
7.7483 
1.4806 
1668.5 
1 3653 
3.8000 
10.1150 
1.9035 
0.4907 
7.5235 
173.11 
3.7509 
1.7295 
5.9303 
143.40 
7.9315 
1.3980 
1.0000 


Oman 

Paltisun 

Phllbplnes 

Potartd 

Qatar 

Russia 

Sou* Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turtey 

UA£ 


I month 3 month 


Sterling 

0.6468 

84.015 
74.605 
6 0138 
6.1159 

26612-3 

2356.6 

58.016 
67 968 
465930 
6 1722 


UK Germany 

Bose 7.50% Discount 

France Lombard 

Intervention 3.30% Canada 
Italy Prime 

Discount 5.00% Discount 
Netherlands Denmark 

SpAOvance 3.30% Discount 


US 

2.50% Prime 
4.50% Discount 
Fed Funds 
7.50% Spain 
6.00% 104 Repo 
Sweden 

4.25% Repo(Ave) 


Jap*n 

8,50% Discount 0.50% 
5.00% Belgium 
5.44% Discount 2.75% 
Central 3.30% 
4.25% Switzerland 

Discount 1 .00% 
4.10% Lombard 3.25% 


BOND YIELDS 


Country 

Australia 

Belgium 

Canada 

ECU 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Nlonds 

Spain 

Sweden 

5Tand 

UK 

U5 


3 mtfi dig 

4.82 -0.01 

3.52 0.02 
5.18 -0.03 
4.15 0.01 
0.00 0.00 
3.50 0.03 

4.83 0.00 
0.15 0.00 
3.36 -0.01 
4.00 -0.03 
4.25 -0.09 

1.53 0.04 
7.10 0.00 
4.63 0.04 


lyr 


2yr dig 

5 yr dig 

10 yr 

dig 

4.80 

0.01 

4.84 -0.03 

5.0S -0.05 

S-29 

-0.04 

3.56 

0.00 

3 58 -0.03 

3.83 0.00 

4.28 

0-04 

5.27 

-0.03 

5.12 -0.05 

5.03 *0.03 

5.10 

-0.01 

331 

0.00 

3.69 0.01 

3.85 0.02 

4.19 

0.04 

3.46 

0.00 

3.61 -0.01 

3.85 0.02 

4.14 

0.05 

3.60 

0.00 

3.50 0.02 

3.7Q 0.03 

3.97 

0.04 

4.06 

o.oo 

3 99 -0.01 

4.09 0.00 

4.43 

0.03 

0.27 

0.00 

0.33 0.00 

0.63 0.00 

0.92 

0.00 

3^6 

0.02 

3.60 0.01 

3.84 0.01 

4.13 

0.04 

3.65 

000 

3.70 0.02 

3.92 0.01 

4.42 

0.05 

4.34 

-001 

4.38 0.01 

4.55 0.00 

4.86 

0.04 

F.77 

0.07 

7.69 0.06 

2.09 0.03 

2.91 

0.07 

7.06 

0.00 

S.85 0-01 

5.34 0 05 

5.06 

0.07 

4.46 

0.2S 

4.66 

4.56 ... 

4.73 

... 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Treasury B«s 

LOCK 

Domestic Depos 
Eurosterling Dep* 
Eligible Barit BH9 
Scaling CDs 
Eurodollar CDs 
ECU Deposits 


Ovenight 1 merit 1 month 3 montris 6 months 1 year 
BU Offer 8U Offer 8b Offer ad Offer Bd Offer Bkl Offer 

7.30 7 TO 720 7.10 

7J8 750 7J8 7.50 7.41 7.47 7.31 7.38 7 19 725 6.977 03 
731 7.44 7.31 7 44 7 34 7.41 73 1 7J8 722 728 634700 

729 72 1 7.18 7.10 6-97 6.90 

739 7.33 7.34 7 28 720 7.12 633633 

5.53 5.41 5.31 

406 4.19 4 004.13 3.81 334 


jwww.bloomberg.com/uk 


Source Bloom* 


Contract 


Settlement High 

Low 

EstRoor 

volume 

Open 

interest 

Long Gut 

Sep-98 

114.41 

114.50 

114.43 

79.00 

4624.00 

5Yr(3t 

Dec-98 

106.83 

... 



1684.00 

German Bund 

Dec-98 

113.64 

113,68 

113.68 

7.66 

4969.00 

baton Bond 

Dec-98 

111.13 

111.43 

110.98 

24789.00 

87211.00 

Japan Gout Bd 

Dec-98 

137.90 

137.95 

137.88 

131.00 

0.00 

3 MttiStering 

DeoSG 

92.38 

92.99 

9233 

33494.00 

182314.00 

Mar-99 

93.39 

93.40 

93.33 

21801.00 

16(618.00 

3 Mth Ewomarfc 

Oa-98 

96.46 

96.47 

96.46 

900.00 

15718.00 


Nov 98 

96.44 




0.00 

3 Mch Euroflra 

Dec-98 

96.19 

9£L20 

96.15 

16619.00 

160146.00 


Mar-99 

9645 

96 45 

96.42 

1851 B.00 

260684.00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Dee-98 

99.38 

._ 



0.00 

3 Mth EiaobNtu 

Dec-SB 

98.26 

98.28 

98J2 

1B7 17.66 

69228.00 


Mar-99 

96T7 

9828 

98.23 

9577.00 

39888.00 

3 Mth Euro 

Oct-98 

95.86 



... 

10255.00 


No¥-9B 

95.88 

... 



5155.00 

FTSE 100 

Sep-98 

5)11.50 




0.00 

■■ 

UFFE FTSE * 

100 INDEX OPTION 

■1 

Setaemm Wee Si 
0 a 

’14.70 


Nor 

D*C 

Ian 

Series Call bipltol Put Imp Vd 

Call Put 

Cat! 

Put Cal) Put 

SI 50 450 50 

100 45 

575 216 

656 

258 721 317 

5200 412 49 

114 46 

537 229 

619 

271 689 334 

5250 374 47 

127 45 

500 242 

586 

287 E57 352 

5300 335 46 

140 42 

467 260 

557 

315 625 370 

i ENERGY at j.ic-PM | 


Brent Crude (Storm) Goi o0(S/tonr»} Wn Crude (Stonri) Products (S/Mrt») 
fl*E Last* Chg Vri PE Oatt Qjg HTM Last* Os SpotCTNWEir 

No* 14.50 0.0122093 Ott 13825 U5 W64 Oa 15.67 030 Ga»tae95 15330 

Ok 1436-0.02 9263 N» 13125 1.00 3434 Nov 15.78 -0.06 Naphtha 131.00 

Jan 1*7*030 1*1$ Dec 133.50 130 3771 Dec 75 lB8 -007 GHotl 128.50 

Jan 15.97 -0.07 Fuel 08 13.5%*)66 .50 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at 5 johm 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%CHGYTD 

Me* 

1970c 100 

152.39 

-0.78 

-0.51 

21536 

-2931 

Agricultural 

1970=100 

18325 

-0.72 

-0.S 

23133 

-20.75 

Energy 

1983-100 

56.38 

-0.40 

-0.70 

85 86 

-34.33 

MMeuts 

1977=100 

137.14 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-18.75 

Livestock 

1970-100 

151.00 

-137 

-0.B3 

191.03 

-2055 

Free Metais 

1973-100 

382 74 

245 

0.64 

46154 

-77.43 


LME (S/tonne) 

Cash dig 

3 mondi 

aig 

llVE Stria 

Chg* 

Aluminum HG 

1294.5 

1295.5 -4.50 

1326.5 

1327 

-5 

508225 

-935 

Atonkihjm Alloy 

1122 

1127 -6.00 

1156 

1157 

-4 

77000 

100 

CopperA 

1624.5 

1625.5 12.50 

1646 

1647 

11 

393450 

4200 

Lead 

514 

515 4.00 

528.5 

529 

3 

114925 

-150 

Me*ei 

4075 

4085 45.00 

4150 

4155 

45 

5B770 

-66 

rm 

5465 

5475 -15.00 

5395 

5400 

-10 

8420 

90 

Ztoc 

979. S 

9B0.S 14.50 

1004 

1005 

14 

3684 75 

14QQ 

PRECIOUS METALS 

pm fbc/S per oz 

. pm flx/£ per oz 


Cotas ($1 


i 

Pay * Yea 
cfiR c*» 

r s . 

S_ **rs 

Day s 
£5S_ 

£*£ 



Year's 

ch£_ 


Ptorinum 353.00 0.00-83.00 Platinum 210.25-0.35-60 05 Kn®Tai>ite 2B0.85 -38.65 
RiUaSum 27800 2.50 89.50 ftlladiurn165 55 1.15 48.75 Sows 63.75 
SBver 4.88-031 020 Silver 2.90-001 -0.01 Nobles 386.05 

Gold 288.90 0.00-32.00 Maple Leaf 202 85 -45.23 


AGRICULTURAL «,r S:30PM 


Cocoa 

UfFE Vtmne 
SepS8S8S.OO 
Dw981 023.00 
Mar99 1049.00 
W: 0 

White Sugar’ 
UFFE S/lomc 

On98 211.30 
Dec9 8 214.70 
Mar99 220.20 
VW: 0 


Coffee 
UFFE S/miw 
S ep98 167 1.00 
Nov961 591-00 
j«991 544.00 
VW: 0 

Freight 
UFFESIMfcpi 
Sep9S 905.00 
Oa98 960.00 
Nov98 970.00 
Uri: 0 


Barley 

UFFE E/iome 
Sep 98 7225 
Nou98 72.35 
im99 75.00 
0 

Wheat 
UFFE S/Wm* 
Sep98 72-85 
N»98 7235 
Jan99 74.75 
Vot 0 


Potatoes 
UFFEi/ionne 
NorSfi 80.00 
Mat99 130.00 
AprS9 164.50 
VOL- 0 

com* 

CBOT Cent&lxM 
SepSS 193.25 
DetS8 206.75 
DM98 206.75 
Vat. 0 


Lge Potatoes 
A1A «5hkE 
Apm 532.00 
May99S29a5 
Jun99 539.50 
VoU 0 

Soya Beans* 
CBOT S/Sktstih 
Sep58 32.SO 
NDW98 27.50 
Jan99 35.70 
Vot 0 


OTHER SPOTS at 


Oct UueCatde (CME] &40*b 
Feb Pork Beats {CME) to 
Nor Orange Ji*e JCTN)5ri5kb 
Oct Mfe icsq 5/506 to 

Dec Oats {CBTjSiSitHh 

NW Ft» (WCE) S/20 Or 


61.08 Dec White Masr (SAP) S/100 ml 676.00 

4735 Sep Rubber (ICM)Y/54hg 38.60 

10430 Dec Canon {CTN) 5/50h to 76.39 

1930 Ott Crude Pain poqSflSBi 2356 00 

114^5 Dec Soya Oil |CBT) 25.38 

314.40 Sep WboSenltom (TCM) S/50C*^ 12 55. DO 
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SPORT 

Cricket: As a select few get ready for an Ashes tour, the game’s rank and file must look elsewhere to make ends meet 

Players prepare for the big freeze 


the COMING of misty autumn 
evenings signals, among other 
things, the end of another English 


reflection for file game’s devotees 
and the final surrender of the sports 
pages to the great god, football. 

For players bound for foreign 
shores with the England Test squad 
and the other representative te am s . 
the b ringin g down of one curtain 
merety beckons the raising of anothec 
Ebr the vast majority peddling their 
talents in the county game, however, 
the prospect looms of six months in 


which their principal employer 
deletes them from the payroll. 

Unlike file footballere with wham, 
for a couple of months at least, they 
are afforded equal status by the 
image makers - and breakers - of 
the national press, cricketers are 
paid only when they work. And, 
more to the point, they are paid at 
rates for a season that some of their 
better-heeled footballing brothers 
would expect to apply by the week. 

A Test player might earn £40- 
50, 000 -perhaps even more -far his 
six months, but that category rep- 


resents a tiny proportion of the 
workforce. At the other end of the 
scale a junior professional might pick 
up as little as £7,000-8,000. The av- 
erage senior probably collects 

around £25,000, fllthnng h (his is not 
firm ntto- ttio mmirniim 

fir a second-year capped ptiyec - one 
who has served an unspecified “ap- 
prenticeship” and proved his worth 
-is much lower; at £20,800. 

Hence the need for most bread- 
and-butter county players, without 
whom there would be no bedrock to 
underpin Test cricket, to find gain- 


By Jon 
CULLEY 


fat employment Airin g the winter VPt 

the current situation is considered 
to be substantially better than that 
which existed only a few years ago. 

“Things have improved,” Not- 
tinghamshire’s 1998 beneficiary the 
35-year- old Kevin Evans, said. 
“When the television deal with Sky 


was negotiated, the Professional 
Cricketers’ Association won a share 
erf tbe fee for the players, which gave 
us a pay rise of about £3,000. 

“Minimum levels were estab- 
lished, meaning a capped player can 

at least be sure of what some people 
would regard as a decent mouse. 
Above that it is down to the individ- 
ual and what he can negotiate for 
himself. And it depends on where 
you pfoy because same counties pay 
better than others.” 

What constitutes a “decent” in- 
come varies, of course, from one in- 


dividual to another; depending on his 
drcumstances.'T'fe are better paid,” 
Evans’ team-mate, Paul Johnson, 
said “But at the same time your over- 
heads have risen; you might have 
moved house and taken on a bigger 
mortgage. So you need to earn some- 
thing in the winter to pay the hills." 

Johnson has driven lorries and 
even killed cattle in an abattoir dur- 
ing his 18 years at Ttent Bridge But 
the range of employment possibili- 
ties has shrunk. 

“In the past, a committee mem- 
bar might have found a player a job 


in his company but these days busi- 
nesses are less able to do such 
things.” Nottinghamshire’s chief 
executive. Mart; Arthur; said. 

*At Trent Bridge we en^jlcy seven 
or eight players on our cricket in the 
community scheme and we use con- 
tacts overseas -we have established 
Hnks with New Zealand, for example 
- to help players find dubs abroad 

“We cannot afford to go Lan- 
cashire’s way and put people on 12- 
month contracts but we do our best 
to hplp and Tm happy to say none of 
our staff will need to draw the dole.'’ 


A WINTER’S TALE: HOW THE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE > 

Cl WHO CLOSED THE SEASON AGAINST GLOUCESTERSHIRE LAST WEEK WILL SPEN 

D THE COWING MONTHS 
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CHRIS TOLLEY 

(ALL-ROUNDER) 

Aged 30; bom Kidderminster, 
Notts since 1996. 

“I HAVE a degree in sports science and 
while I was with Worcestershire I spent 
six winters teaching, five of them at 
Chase High School in Malvern, but I 
don’t have the contacts around Notting- 
ham. I've always been interested in fitness 
and rehabilitation. Last winter I trained 
as a spats massage therapist arid I'm hop- 
ing to work in the rehab unit currently 
being developed in our new grandstand 
complex. I may go back to teaching at 
some stage but I would always want to do 
something that makes use of the degree. 
This winter I will be doing some coach- 
ing for the dub, too. On top of that Fm also 
also getting married." 


NOEL G IE 

(BATSMAN) 

Aged 21; bom Pretoria, South Africa; 

Notts since school, debut 1995. 

“IN PAST winters I have been away, once 
on an England Under-19 tour and a couple 
of times to South Africa, but this winter I 
plan to do a lot of studying. Tm doing a four- 
year course in business studies which will 
hopefolty lead to a BA and I need to catch 
up on what I have missed since last April, 
which will involve going to lectures at Not- 
tingham University and working at home. 
Tm hoping to gain some practical experi- 
ence working in sales and marketing for a 
computa-firm in Birmingham. Acricfaet ca- 
reer can last a season or 15 years and it is 
important to be prepared for another life. 
Idealty I would pfoy for six months a year 
and work in business for the other six.” 


ANDY ORAM 

(PACE BOWLER) 

Aged 23; bom Northampton; 

Notts since 1997. 

TM GOING to pfoy Australian grade crick- 
et for Perth in Western Australia from Oc- 
tober until March. The first match is on 4 
October and I expect to be back for pre- 
season training here at the beginning of 
March. I want to come bade physically and 
mentally strongei; ready for next season. 
A lot of players do go abroad in the win- 
ter. I was hic^r enough to be approached 
but others fond their own trips and make 
contacts when they get there. The dub is 
providing me with a car and accommoda- 
tion. When I was at Northamptonshire I 
worked in the paper industry on the sales 
and marketing ride. I also have an inter- 
est in a restaurant in Northampton." 


X-.JrW 


MATT WHILEY 

(PACE BOWLER) 

Aged, 18; bom Nottingham; - .. 
Notts from school, debut in this match 
(0 and 0 not out; 1 for 65 and Ojvr 58). 

“IA5T WINTER I played dub cricket in New 
Zealand for six months after bring rec- 
ommended by the county. This winter Pm 
going to New Zealand again with the Eng- 
land Under-19 squad, which came as a sur- 
prise seeing as I’ve only now broken into 
the first team. The tour does not begin until 
January but there are three squad sessions 
to attend and nets here. Until now rve been 
retying on some sponsorship to help with 
living expenses, as wen as working for my 
dad in his plumbing and h eating h usinwts. 

I always set my rights on bring a cricketer 
Fve never thought about what I will do if 
it does not work out” 



CHRIS REAP 

(WICKETKEEPER) 

- • Aged 20; bom Paignton; 

Notts since 1997. 

“I WENT on the England A tours to Kenya 
and Sri Lanka last winter and Pve been se- 
lected again for Zimbabwe and South 
Africa, starting in January. Before then we 
have a fairty extensive training schedule, 
with fitness sessions and a week in the 
Lake District on a team bonding pro- 
gramme. I was at university forayear when 
I left school but I dropped out when I de- 
cided Fd be better off playing cricket I don’t 
know what IU do in future years. I might 
have gone into teaching if I had not played 
cricket but everything has happened so fast 
that cricket is an I think about, realty. Hope- 
fully, Pve got a few years ahead of me in 
the game.” 



USMAN AFZAAL 

(OPENING BATSMAN) 

Aged 21; bom Rcwxxipmdi, Pakistan ; 

Notts from school, debut 1995. 

“MY PLANS for the coming winter involve 
buckling dawn to some serious fitness 
training as well as working on my batting 
with the coach and the captain. I have 
played for England at Under-15, Under- 
17 and Undei>l9 levels and nty aim for next 
year is to get selected for the England A 
tout Tm als o going to be working on the 
county's coaching scheme, and with that 
and my salary from playing I shall not 
need to get a job. Although X was bom in 
Pakistan, the family moved over here 
when I was six or seven. They are very 
supportive and believe in me, and that is 
a great boost” 


PAUL JOHNSON 

(BATSMAN) 

Aged 33; bom Newark; 

Notts from school, debut 1932. 

TVE BEEN wi& the county for 18 years and 
it used to be a financial neoessflyto find some 
work for the dose season. I’ve done a vari- 
ety of filings, indudingjobs in sports shops 
and record shops and driving a forty Once 
r waked in a butchers where wehadasmal 
abbatdr and killed our own beasts. I’ve been 
abroad a few times in the past hut that’s re- 
ally for the younger man. When you have a 
family your responsibilities are at home. In 
my case that is espeeatyim io r tan l because 
I have a daughter with Down’s Syndrome. 
I’ve been appointed aidet development of- 
ficer for Lincolnshire, which will keep me 
occupied but let me spend time at home toa" 


JASON GALLIAN 

(BATSMAN AND CAPTAIN) 

Aged 37; bom Manly, Australia; 

Notts since 1998. 

“THIS IS going to be a busy winter. "We have 
just parted company with our cricket 
manager and as captain, Pll be involved in 
planning the structure of the dub for 
next season and will have an input in any 
appointments made. Fm also going to do 
some more work with the marketing de- 
partment here. I did that last winter; be- 
fore I had started pfoying for the county 
andfbund it realty useftil in getting to know 
people and how thing?; work around the 
place. In addition, Tm scheduled to go on 
a pro-am tour to Barbados and Pd also like 
to take time out to see my mum and sister 
In Australia,” 


PAUL FRANKS 

(PACE BOWLER) 

Aged 19; bom Sidtcm-m-Ashfield; 

Notts from school, debut 1996. 

“I WENT to South Africa on my second Eng- 
land Under-19 tour last winter and played 
for the Under-19 ride again this summer. 
I had hopes of going on tour again this win- 
ter but did not make it, although I under- 
stand I was an the shortlist I had a good 
summer; although X only played in 12 
matches; I’ve gainedalotof experience this 
yean Pm gring to be involved ^th the coun- 
ty’s schools coaching scheme, which will 
take me from Ncreember through to pre-sea- 
son. Uninterested in the coachmgand team 
management sick of the game. The idea of 
putting a county team together appeals to 
me as something rd He to do in the fature.” 


MATTHEW DOWMAN 

(BATSMAN) 

Aged 24; bom Grantham; 

Notts debut 1993. 

“I HAVE a slight stress fracture in the left 
leg that needs a period of rest, so X wifi not 
be going abroad. Last winter X was in New 
Zealand and I’ve also had a winter in Aus- 
tralia. Tm buyinga house, so that will keep 
me busy in any case. The county have given 
me some work on their coaching scheme 
but lam at that age when you need to start 
looking to broadenyour horizons, fbra six- 
month contract the money is good but you 
need something for the rest of the yean I 
might look into studying for a business 


GRAEME ARCHER 
(BATSMAN) 

Aged 27; bom Carlisle; 

Notts since 1992. 

TLL BE working for the county on the, 
coaching scheme for schools that we opJ£ 
erate. Fve been to New Zealand four 
times in past winters and I just want to rest 
this time. The coaching involves eight to 
10 year olds, so it is not too taxing. I real- 
ty enjoy doing it I was assistant to the 
sports master at Durham School the year 
before 1 came on the staff It is good fun 
working with the kids and you rarely have 
any trouble from them. The majority of 
cricketers find things to do off-season 
through contacts made in the game. Oth- 
erwise it is a case of down to the Job Cen- 
tre. I'm not married and it is a lot harder 
for cricketers with families to support” 


MARK BOWEN 

Seam bouAen aged 30; bom Redcar; 
Notts since 1996. 

A BSc honours graduate in ch emical en- 
gineering, Bowen divides his year be- 
tween cricket and working for British 
Nuclear Ftiels at Sellafield, where he 
had established a career before 
Northamptonshire offered him a crick- 
et contract “They know they are get- 
ting someone trained and reliable so 
they are happy forme to work just for 
the winter;” he said. 

TIM ROBINSON 

Batsman; aged 40 ; bom Sutton-m- 
Ashfield; Notts since 1978. 
SEVEN YEARS ago, the former England 

batsman opened his first sports goods 
I shop half a mile from the Ttent Bridge 
ground and has since expanded to 
three outlets in the Nottingham area. 
“I had three winters touring with Eng- 
land and others in South Africa, but you 
camot go on playing cricket for ever 
Setting up the business was some- 
thing! did with an eye to the future." 

KEVIN EVANS 

Pace bowler aged 35; 
bom Calverton ; Notts since 1984. 
GAVE UP a career with NatVfest bank to 

play cricket. Since then has driven vans 
for Marks & Spsicer and spent four win- 
ters working on projects for the sausage 
and pie manufacturer Port Stans, 


of cricket dubs is a developing area.” 

Photographs by Peter Jay 


qnwus omerjoos- t m negotiatings new 
contract and tying up the loose pn^s of 
my benefit year so I will not be looking 
for employment this winter; unless any- 
thing comes up that fils in.” 

RICHARD BATES 

Off-spin bowler, aged 26; 
oom Stamford; Notts since 1993. 
Has PLAYED abroad but usually signs 
Up for the county's community coach- 
ing scheme, winch runs througi foe win- 
ter an d involves visiting two or three ■ 
schools each day. “It provides an incom^ 
to get ly on during the close season and 
lets you have time to practise and train 

which you would not get if you were in 
a nine-to-five job outside cricket" 
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Golf. Former world No 1 cites lack of co mmuni cation as reason for split from coach who guided him to six majors 


Merit 
title 
quest 
hots up 



David Leadbetter (left) issues the instructions to his star pupil, Nick Ealdo, during a rainy session on the practice ground at the Open at Birkdale earlier this year 


Faldo’s farewell to guru’s guru 
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* VISITING THE Ealdo Golf In- 
institute at the Marriott Grande 
’’ Vista hotel in Orlando in March, 
it was hard to believe Nick 
T Faldo was across the city at 
jL Lake Nona after missing the . 
: cutat the Bay Hill Invitational 
As you would expect from 
" something named after die six- 
times major champion, here 
I was a place where a golfer 
could really get to grips with 
practising the game. No details 
were overlooked. 

A pitching area allows you to 
play to flags at different 
yardages to learn distance con- 
trolhut without having to move 
your stance. On the 27-hole 
putting course, there are holes 
specifically designed to teach 
~ Jag-putting. On the nine-hole 
~ learning course, a plaque on 
each tee describes what should 
be accomplished on the hole 
“We hope that eveiyone who 
comes here,' 1 explained Jim 
Richereon, the general man- 
ager of the Faldo Institute, 
“will understand and appreci- 
ate and share Nick’s love of the 
game and his drive." 

It was Faldo’s drive and his 
love of winning toe game’s “lit- 
tle tin cups” that drove him to 
form a formidable alliance with 


by Andy Farrell 

David Leadbetter in 1885. Now, 
Faldo has sought to rekindle his 
career with the help of Chip 
Koehfte, the head profession- 
al at his own Institute. 

Faldo went to spend an hour 
there, stayed for four days and 
also worked with Koehlke at the 
Lancome Trophy last week in 
Paris where a last-round 65 
gave the 41-yearKdd his best fin- 
ish of the season, sixth place. 

Yesterday, preparing for 
today's German Masters where 
he will continue trying to gath- 
er enough Ryder Cup points to 
play for a 12th time next Sep- 
tember; Faldo said a lack of 
communication was the reason 
for his split from the man who 
turned a successful European 
golfer into the greatest player 
on the world stage in the late 
’80s and early ’90s. 

'"Ifoings have not beai work- 
ing out with David even though 
I’ve been busting my buns for 
a few months,” Faldo said. 
"David wasn’t at toe USFGAin 
Seattle, much to my surprise, 
and I haven’t spoken to him for 
weeks. He’s been off doing his 
own thing.” 

Such a situation would have 


been unthinkable when the 
only thing on Faldo's mind was 
his constant "fine-toning with 
Lead”. Even though Faldo Eves 
at the complex where Lead- 
better has had his golf academy 
for the past 10 years, the 
British-bora teacher who grew 
up in Zimbabwe only received 
word of his star pupil's depar- 
ture in a letter be picked up 
after returning home from a 
trip to the Ffcr East at the 
weekend. 

Tt wasn’t very classy,” said 


Leadbetto; whose father died 
during the s umm er. *Ta>u put a 
lot of time and effort w i t h same- 
one Eke Nickand it is abit upsrt- 
ting to get a cursory note to finish 
it aft Tfe had a good relationship 
off the field as far as these 
thing s go. He hasn't always en- 
deared himseff to me fromaper- 
sonal standpoint but he has 
beei a great pupft I still have the 
utmost respect for him.” 

Leadbetter spent most of 
1985 and ’86 rebuilding Faldo’s 
elegant swing, but one that 


was suspect under pressure. In 
its places they grooved an action 
which saw off all challengers in 
winning three Opens and three 
US Masters titles. At Muirfield 
in ’87, Faldo parted every hole 
in the final round, while atAu- 
gusta 11 years later he came 
from six behind to beat Greg 
Norman by five. 

“He has been good fur me 
and I was good for him,” Lead- 
better said. Leadbetter who 
was already working with Nick 
Price- whose record of three 


DAVID LEADBETTER: HIS PUPILS AND RIVALS 


THE CLIENTS 

Once a struggling tour player turn- 
self. Leadbetter first starred to help 
the South African Denis Wacson and 
then cook on Nick Price alter the 
Zimbabwean lost the 1982 Open 
to Tom Wfatson at Troon. In contrast 
to Faldo, who would spend hours 
with Leadbetter. Price said 10 
minutes with the teacher gave him 
enough to work on For three 
months. Greg Norman. Bernhard 
Langer and Seve Ballesteros have 
all worked with Leadbetter - the 
Spaniard doing so In 1991. his best 
season to date since he last won 
a major in 1988. 

It was to Lake Nona, the Leadbetter 
headquarters, that Korean Se Ri 
Pak. the US Women’s Open cham- 
pion, went when she first arrived 
tn America, while Justin Rose spent 


a week there earfier this year. Hack- 
ers can gex the same treatment For 
£3.000 for a weekend's tuition. 

THE RIVALS 

Butch Harmon, one of Four golf- 
ing sons of the former Masters 
champion Claude Hannon, is the 
next most visible coach after Lead- 
better. Harmon revived Greg Nor- 
man's career hi the early 1 990s. 
helping the Australian win the 
Open at Sandwich In 1993, but 
Norman left around the time Tiger 
Woods, who sought Harmon's ad- 
vice as an amateur, turned pro. 
While Tiger Is on the course, Har- 
mon can often be found on Sky's 
American golf coverage. 

Bill Roguson was the dub pro who 
taught Colin Montgomerie the 
game and wily came out on tour 


to fine-tune the Scot's action. Be- 
fore long, others such as Ian Wbos- 
nam ana Paul Broadhurst found the 
Yorkshireman's help valuable. 
Montgomerie split from Ferguson, 
without giving reasons at Che time 
but hoping to Improve his world 
ranking at the end of 1996. and 


spent 
nls F 


follo/ving season wfth De- 


Pugh. a former Leadbetter 
aide who seems to specialise in 
coaching a number of Australians. 
New Zealanders, Germans and 
Danes. But last month, suffering 
the worst slump of his career Mont- 
gomerie returned to Ferguson. 
Undrick's Rster Cower is now the 
giau of choke fbr Andrew Chanda's 
management stable, which includes 
Lee Westwood, Darren Clarke and 
Stuart Cage. Less seen these days. 
Bob Torrance was the man behind 
son the rise of his son Sam. 


majors is bettered only by Faldo 
in the last decade - when his 
fame grew alongside that of 
Faldo's. Plenty of other players 
have since sought out the tall 
man in the Panama hat on the 
practice ground. 

Some found that the atten- 
tion they received in compari- 
son with his star client was 
minimal, others that the tech- 
nical methods used on Faldo 
were not right for them. Lead- 
better denies that he has just 
one method of teaching. "I am 
technical with some people, 
not with others,” he said. 

Leadbettei; in demand for 
books, videos and magazine 
articles, became a valuable 
commodity to the Internation- 
al Management Group, along- 
side Faldo. Both have now left, 
Fhlito setting up on his own with 
his manager of 20 years, John 
Simpson. One of their first pro- 
jects was to set up the Goff In- 
stitute. “That’s why in the last 
year; you didn’t hear my name 
associated with his when he 
spoke,” Leadbetter said. 

The guru’s guru has spent 
this season, Faldo’s worst for 
over a decade, preaching pa- 
tience. The long game was 
close to its best if the putting 


BY PHDL CASEY 
in Cologne 


Empics 


could be sorted out Observa- 
tion suggested the former was 
not as good and the latter not 
as had as either thought 

But what was obvious was 
that the teacher could no longer 
spark his pupO into action. The 
relationship was stale. “Some- 
times you need a [new] out- 
look.” Leadbetter admitted. 

Enter KnphTVf^ an Anuprinan in 

his mid-thirties. *1 had to do 
something,” Faldo said. “Chip 
is a disciple of my methods, has 
read my books and teaches 
my methods. He’s read Hogan, 
the lot It was siDy that I should 
be going elsewhere when Ihad 
my own tried-and-tested sys- 
tem all set up for me. 

“Chip showed a lot of bottle 
because he told me that in 
some cases I would have to do 
just the opposite of what I’ve 
done for years if I wanted to im- 
prove. He’s thrown in his two- 
pennyworth and me mine. 
Slowly, he's unravelled the 
knots and the last round of the 
Lancome was good feedback.” 

Leadbetter said toe split 
was “a bit of a shock”. But he 
added: “I wish him well for the 
ftrture. At least our relationship 
lasted longer than either of 
Nick’s two marriages.” 


EUROPE’S TOP three golfers re- 
sume battle at the Linde Ger- 
man Masters today - with the 
Order of Merit tide up far grabs. 
Lee Westwood, Darren Clarke 
and the five-times winner; Colin 
Montgomerie, are separated 
by just £ 22,000 at the top of toe 
standings with only three 
events left. 

But, with the winner at Gut 
Larehenhof, near Cologne, col- 
lecting £ 166 , 660 . a victory for 
any of the trio would make 
them the hot favourite to top the 
standings and collect the Var- 
don TTOphy that has been in 
Montgomerie’s possession 
since 2993. 

The 35-year-old Scot has the 
most impressive recent record, 
with victory in the 0ne20ne 
British Masters plus I2th and 
llth-place finishes in his last 
three events. 

Montgomerie's run is all the 
more authoritative as it comes 
after missing the cut for a sec- 
ond successive week at the 
BMW International in Munich, 
the first time he has suffered 
such an ignominy since 1991. 
Since then he has gone back to 
working with his old coach, 
BiO Faguson, and has begun to 
cure a destructive hook that 

had developed, and rediscover 

his highly consistent fade. 

Clarke enjoyed a week off 
from competition last week and 
had the luxury of seeing his 
nearest competitors foil to 
make s ignifi cant ground. West- 
wood, the Order of Merit leader, 
who has already earned 
£615,651 this season, finished 
with a 79 at the Lancome Tro- 
phy last week to find himself 
joint last with Seve Ballesteros. 
Montgomerie fared better to 
finish llth but is still third be- 
hind the Ulsterman, with just 
three events left which count to- 
wards the final s tanding s 

This week also represents 
Justin Rose’s last chance to 
earn enough money to avoid the 
trials and tribulations of the Eu- 
ropean Tour qualifying schooL 

Rose has yet to make the cut 
inapyofhis tournaments since 
turning professional after his 
extraordinary fourth-place fin- 
ish in toe Open at Royal Birk- 
dale. The 18-year-old, who last 
week battled through pre-qual- 
ifying, needs to win around 
£50,000 to earn his card for 
next season - and that means 
a top-four finish in Cologne. 

The USPGA champion, 

Singh, fo also in a high-quality 
field here, along with the de- 
fending champion, Bernhard 
Langer; and Europe's Ryder 
Cup captain, Mark James. 
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Hick, Caddick and Tufnell on call 


GRAEME HICK, the only bats- 
man still playing first-class 
Oricket to have scored 100 cen- 
turies, has been put on stand- 
by for England's Ashes tour of 
Australia later this year 
Hick was left out of the party 
announced earlier this month, 
but the England selectors said 
yesterday that be would be a 
non-travelling reserve, along 
with the pace bowler Andy Cad- 
dick and the left-arm spinner 
Phil TufbelL 


CRICKET 


BY JOHN NISBET 


“The three players we have 
placed on stand-by are proven 
Test cricketers who are very 
much part of our current 
plans,” the chairman of selec- 
tors, David Graveney, said. 

All three will be expected to 
stay fit and be ready to fly to 
Australia at short notice. Eng- 
land officials also said that Gra- 


ham Thorpe and Alex Tudor 
had passed fitness tests on 
back and foot usuries respec- 
tively and would leave for Aus- 
tralia with the rest of the 
En gland party on 21 October. 

Lancashire’s John Crawley 
won the vote for the seventh 
batting place ahead of Hick, al- 
though the TOjrcestershire man 
was selected for next month's 
VRBs Intonational Cup ome-day 
tournament in Bangladesh. 
The Somerset bowler Caddick 


was the leading English wick- 
et-taker this summer with 105 
victims, but missed out to 
Kent’s Dean Headley when the 
squad to tour Australia was an- 
nounced. The Middlesex spin- 
ner Ttifoell foiled to win a place 
in any of the England squads, 
as the Essex veteran Peter 
Such gained a surprise call-up 
for the trip to (Australia. 

Lord MacLaurin, the chair- 
man of the English cricket 
board, believes there must be 


an injection of £300m into the 
game to produce a successful 
national ride. 

Alec Stewart's England 
team gave the sport a much- 
needed boost with the first se- 
ries win on home soQ for 13 
years this summer when they 
beat South Africa 2 - 1 , but yes- 
terday MacLaurin said: “In- 
vestment in the game is vitaL 
At the moment, the turnover of 
cricket is about £60m. but we 
have identified the need to 


invest £30Qm if we are going to 
improve facilities for spectators 
around the country and devel- 
op the bind of talent we need to 
sustain a winning England 
team.” 

MacLaurin added: “Cricket 
is s till our natifinfll summer 
sport but it has taken a severe 
beating am- the past few years. 
Our Test-series win over South 
Africa was the first hint of a re- 
vival which I believe will surge 
forward into the millennium” 


Wigan warn others off 
Gilmour with new deal 


fl&GAN have taken action to 
ensure that Lee Gilmour, their 

discovery of the season, will be 
with them for at least another 
four years. 

The 20 -year-old second-row 
or centre had made only one 
substitute appearance before 
this year, but has been involved 
in every Super League^ match 
this season, also malting his 
debut for England against 
Wales in July. 

Already under contract until 
2000 , he has now agreed an ex- 
tended deal that will keep nun 
at the dub until 2002. That 
should warn off clubs, like 
Bradford, who have shown a 
interest in his future 

|£&s. 

By contrast, there are now 
two Wigan first-team regulars 

who will retire at the end of this 

season. Robbie McCormack, 



BY DAVE HADFIELD 


named as the best hooker in 
the country this week, has re- 
jected reduced terms for next 
season and will return to Aus- 
tralia after playing for the dub 
in the play-off series. 

He joins his fellow Aus- 
tralian, Mark Bell in hoping to 

bring down the curtain on his 
playing career at the Super 
League Grand Final on 24 
October. _ 

John Monie, the Wigan 
coach, now plans to bring in 
another player, not necessar- 
ily a hooker; from Australia to 

take McCormack’s place on 
the dub's overseas quota. 
Meanwhile, Wigan remain 
hopeful of agreeing a new con- 
tract with Gary Connolly, 


whose current deal expires in 
June. 

The Australian Test prop, 
Mark Carroll, has played his 
last game for the London Bron- 
cos. Carroll has been banned 
fin: two matches for toe alter- 
cation with St Helens’ Brett 
Goldspink that triggered a 
mass brawl at The Stoop last 
Friday and so wxD miss Lon- 
don’s final match at Castteford 
on Sunday 

CarroQ is already committed 
to returning to Australia after 
just one season with the Bron- 
cos. He is to rejoin his first dub. 
South Sydney after failing to 
settle in England. 

Goldspink, who joins Wigan 
next season, will also miss his 
current dub’s last Super 
League match, at home to the 
Sheffield Eagles tomorrow 
night He has been suspended 



Gflmonr: Extended contract 


r one match for striking an 
iponent during the flare-up at 
ft Broncos, but will be avail- 
lie for Saints’ play-off match 
jainst Bradford next week- 
id 

Leeds have announced a 10 
a* cent rise in their average 
>me gate for the season, 
reds, assured of second 
ace in the table going into the 
ay-offs, have averaged 
, 143 , compared with 22,065 
St year. 


De Merode defends 
Griffith Joyner 


OLYMPIC OFFICIALS singled 
out Florence Griffith Joyner for 
rigorous drug-testing during the 
1988 Seoul Games because of ru- 
mours thatsheused steroids, the 
International OtympjcCominit- 
tee’s senior anti-doping nffipfeil 


However; Prince Alexandre 
de Merode, the chairman of the 
IOC medical commission, said 
Griffith Jqyner had passed all 
the tests and it was unfair to 
suggest she was a drug user. 

Griffith Joyner, who won 
three gold medals in Seoul and 
still holds work! records in the 
100 and 200 metres, died on 
Monday in California at the 
age of 38. There have been 
aflegations that Griffith Joyner 
used performance-enhancing 
drugs, plus speculation that 
her death was linked to the 
long-term effects of steroids. 

De Merode said he had as- 


ATH LETICS 


sighed his top drug espert to test 
Griffith Joyner after she won the 
100 and 200m in SeouL “Since 
there were rumours at the time, 
we performed aO possible and 
imaginable analyses on heq” 
De Merode told the Brussels 
newspaper be Scnr. “We never 
found anything.” 

Germany’s Manfred Donike, 
considered toe world’s fore- 
most anti-doping expert, failed 
to discover even minute traces 
of doping produds, De Merode 
added. “Xet her rest in peace,” 
he said. “The issue is dosed.” 

Sebastian Coe, Britain’s dou- 
ble 1500m Olympic gold medal- 
list, agreed that it was unfair to 
conclude that Griffith Joyner 
used drugs. “I set a world 
record that lasted 18 years,” he 
said. 'Tteop]e<fo make progress 
at rates that raise eyebrows.” 


Smith making 
waves after his 
tactical error 


ON A hostile track and in test- 
ing winds the Melges 24 world 
championship began to settle 
into an Anglo-American con- 
frontation here yesterday, 
though Italy’s 1996 European 
champion, Giorgio Zuccoli, 
would disagree. 

After a breezy first day and 
stiff overnight winds, Torbay 
was in choppy mood for the 
second pair of races, which saw 
the present UK national cham- 
pion, Rob Smith, fast out of toe 
blocks in Henri Lloyd. But he 
could not control the chasing 
Americans - “I failed to listen 
to my tactician Freddie 
Blencke at the bottom of the 
first spinnaker run,’' be said af- 
terwards - and was hunted 
down first by Brian Porter and 
then Vince Brim. 

Eventually he was pushed to 
seventh but came back strong- 
ly in the second to make it four 
winners from four races. The 
easterly wind had eased from 
15 to 10 knots, but the confused 
waves were still big, The bonus 
for Smith, apart from moving 
to fourth overall, was a clean 
start in clear wind and the 
choice of the favoured left- 
hand side of the course up the 
first leg 

Vito 93 boats on a fine split 
intwo, with two outer boats piv- 
oting an the main committee 
boat, that start was crucial 

“We were crowded out of toe 
start of toe second race and 
very cautious about being too 
early” said Porter; toe new 


SAILING 


By Stuart Alexander 
in Tbrquay 


overall leaden “But we made a 
tremendous recovery and. de- 
spite finishing 12th, know we 
could have been in the top five 
with a little more luck.” 

Brim has his own problems, 
with a badly sprained back, as 
he skippers a British crew in- 
cluding 1996 Olympic silver 
medallist Ian Walker. Com- 
pleting the 10 races will be a test 
in itself. 

But Porter is going well, as 
is the third overall Scotsman 
Kerin SprouL who had been 
joint leader with the now sec- 
ond-placed Zuccoli at the end 
of toe first day. 

“Hie big waves meant big re- 
wards if you picked up toe 
rhythm and worked them hard 
downwind,” Sproul said. “It 
feels like we’ve done a cham- 


pionship already. The beats are 
realty hard work and one mis- 
take is immediately punished 
by a handful of lost places.” 

■BLOBS 24 WORLD OWMPfONSMP: 
Racmiil BPorterpJ5l:2VBrvfi {US); 
3 V stosek (Gen . BiftWR s T wetherdi, 
7 8 Smith (GB). bet to 1 Smith; 2 
Wtttwfl: 3 Stub, otter BrtUsie S R Pea- 
cock. 7 C McLaughlin ana l Southworch. 
BPSowry PnmlAimlattnB alter toor 


1 Porter {US) 32.7 ps 2 GZuc- 
MH (It) ».7: 3 K Sproul (GB) <®.7; 4 Ft 
Smith (GB) 61. 

BRIT15H AMERICAN CUP (Cmms, al- 
«r am (ten, 7 races): face to GB 
lApts. US 2£^spcs: Race 5c CQ lOpts. 
US 2G.25hs: Race fit GB llpts. US 

25-25pt5;RmT:GB12pcs.US24J2Spts. 
Onralfc 1 GB 83pcs; 2 US 170.2ipk 

Other resuits, 
Digest, page 29 
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26/RACING 

Coral/Ladbroke deal: While shrewd punters celebrate the MMC ruling, it is back to the drawing board for the Tote 

Bookies queue up in race for Coral 


IT IS, as an estate agent would 
put it a unique opportunity to 
acquire an extensive and much 
sought-after property. Coral, 
the third-l&rgest chain of bet- 
ting shops in the country is 
back on the market, much to 
the annoyance of Ladbrokes, 
who paid Bass £375 5m for the 
Coral estate - including 833 
shops, two greyhound stadi- 
ums and an off-course credit 
betting business - almost nine 
months ago. Peter Mandelson 
yesterday agreed with the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission that the takeover 
would “operate against the 
public interest", but if Lad- 
brokes cannot buy Coral, then 
someone else will. 

Chris BeH Ladbrokes' man- 
aging director; says that “over 
20 people have expressed an in- 
to rest in acquiring this busi- 
ness". The identity of the 
successful bidder wiU be of im- 
mense significance both to the 
off-course betting market, and 
the chance that racing will 
enjoy a secure financial future. 

The list of interested parties 
in the deal which Cell apart 
yesterday went well beyond 


BY GREG WOOD 

Ladbrokes, Coral and their 
staff. The Tbte, the state-owned 
bookie which returns its prof- 
its to racing, might have added 
almost 300 outlets to its current 
chain of 210 shops, becoming a 
serious player in the process. 
This prospect had persuaded 
the British Horseradng Board 
to lend public support to the 
takeover. Now, 133 ex-Coral 
shops which had already been 
purchased conditionally by the 
Tbte must immediately return 
to their former owners. 

There were brief; carefully 
worded expressions of regret 
from both Tbte House and Port- 
man Square yesterday as the 
residents considered if there 
might yet be a Plan B. 

“We are disappointed that 
the decision means we will 
now lose the shops we pur- 
chased conditionally from Lad- 
broke Group at the turn of the 
year and have been trading in 
so successfully for the past 
eight months,” Peter Jones, 
the Tote's chairman, said. 

“Nonetheless, we will seek to 
explore with our firmn^n i ad- 


HISTORY OF CORAL BOOKMAKERS 

1926: Joe Coral launches career as an on-course bookmaker 
1943: Scares credit telephone betting office in London's West End 
1961: Opens first high-street shop on legalisation of betting shops 
1962: Owns just 23 of Britain's 13,340 betting shops 
1971: Merger with Mark Lane chain brings CoraTs estate to 589 shops 
1974: Coral becomes public company and moves into hotels, casi- 
nos and bingo 

1977: Four firms dominate off-course betting. Coral owns 24% of 
Britain's 13,254 betting shops 

1981: Taken over by Bass (joe Coral becomes life president) 

1995: Buys Arthur Prince chain of 114 shops 
1996: joe Coral dies 

1998: Ladbroke announce a £375 5m takeover but the deal is re- 
ferred to the Monopolies & Merger commission 
1998 (September): The Trade Secretary, Peter Mandelson, blocks 
Ladb rake's acquisition of Coral bookmakers chain from Bass 


visers what options are avail- 
able to the Ibte " 

The BHB said that the deci- 
sion was “a concern, at least 
until it becomes dear as to 
where this leaves the Tbte." 

The obvious answer is that 
it leaves the Tote back at 
square one, as a relative by- 
stander in an off-course betting 
industry which turns over 
£500m each year And that is 
where it will surely remain, 
unless Jones can somehow 
find the money to buy Coral out- 
right 

In theory. Bell believes that 
“Ladbrokes can sell it in any 
way we wish.” In practice, 
though, and particularly in view 
of file six-month deadline im- 
posed on the sale, it seems un- 
likely that Ladbrokes will want 
the added complication of split- 
ting up the fhain 

Bell also believes that “Coral 
has had a good year; and it's a 
better business now than it 
was when we bought it” An en- 
forced sale it may be, but not 
necessarily at a bargain price, 
and the Tbte wffl do well to raise 
anything like the sum which 
Ladbrokes paid for Corel in the 
first place. 

W illiam Hill, the third mem- 
ber of the “Big Three", was sold 
last year to Nomura, a Japan- 
ese investment hank, with a 
view to making a healthy short- 
term profit from resale or flota- 
tion. Coral could well go to a 
buyer with a s imilar profile 
and motive, which would at 
least be good news for hun- 
dreds of their employees who 
would presumably then keep 
their jobs. 

Alternatively, there is one 
British bookmaker who could 
find the opportunity difficult to 
resist Stanley Leisure, which 
is based in Liverpool and has 
about 460 betting shops, main- 
ly in the north, is already the 
country’s fourth4argest book- 
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Hie Coral ruling has started a race for other bookmakers to join W illiam H31, Ladbrokes, Stanley and the Tote as forces in the industry 


ie. Swallowing up Coral would 
propel.it in an instant to with- 
in sight of William Hill’s total of 
L500 outlets. It is a chance 
which may never present itself 

again 

While a handful of executives 
talk telephone numbers, 
though, the average punter is 
left to wonder what, if any- 
thing, this all means to them. 
Some, it is true, would hand 
their daily 50p Yanlrw* to A1 
Capone if they thought it might 
increase their chance of win- 
ning. Others, though, win con- 
sider the important issues of 
competition, and the future 
well being of the raring indus- 


try which keeps them enter- 
tained. 

The punters’ self-appointed 
champion, John McCririd^ was 
in typically garrulous form yesr 

terrifly planning t-haf “ this mflg - 

nificent verdict is their biggest 
winner since betting shops 
opened in 1961”. Racing, he 
said, “has been saved from the 
dangerous prospect of Lad- 
brokes increasingly controlling 
betting”. 

This is tine, to a point, al- 
though it could be argued that 
Ladbrokes is already so domi- 
nant - particularly in terms of 
its share of turnover - that an- 
other 500 or so shops would 


have matte little realistic dif- 
ference. 

And while it is important 
that sensible punters will still 
benefit from added competition 
in eariy-price and ante-post 
markets, one of the more de- 
pressing statistics yesterday 
was Chris Bell’s comment that 
these areas account for only 
two per cent of their business. 
The vast majority of punters, in 
other words, still bet at the 
starting price, which all but 
guarantees a good profit for the 
bookie, and makes the issue of 
exactly who is taking their 
money rather irrelevant 

None the less, a degree of 


competition between book- 
makers will now remain for 
those with the sense to exploit 
it 

More worrying, though, is 
the possible suffocation of the 
Tote's off-course ambitions, 
which seemed to offer the most 
credible -perhaps only- solu- 
tion to raring's perennial prob- 
lem of underfunding. There is 
still a chance that Peter Jones, 
an able and imaginative man t 
will pluck something from the 
wreckage, but he wfil need to 
move, think and deal at high 


If the money is not there for 
a wholesale takeover; an alter- 


native might be a joint ap- 
proach with Stanley Leisure, 
with Coral divided up on a 
north-south basis. Stanley, after 
all, would need only the south- 
ern shops to secure a true na- 
tional presence, while the Tote 
would still increase its estate by 
as much as 200 per cent. 

If, however, the Tbte 
emerges empty-handed, rac- 
ing's long-term prospects wfll 
undoubtedly be damaged. Pun- 
ters may eqjoy extra competi- 
tion tomorrow, but they and the 
vast industry they support, may 
also pay the price in 10 years’ 
time. 
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Goodwood 


HYPERION 

2.00 Sound Appeal 4.00 Deadly Nightshade (nb) 

2.30 BE MY WISH (nap) 4.35 Miss Rlmex 

3.00 Mihnah 5.05 Nasaayem 

3 JO Decorated Hero 


GOING: Good to Fkm (Penetrometer madng 33) 

STALLS: Straight oousa - stands aide: round course - Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh tor 230: 300, £30 & 435. 

■ Fight -hand course with sharp bonds and gradonts. 

■ Course Is N of CMchoBtar betwoen A286 and A28& Chichaater station 4m. ADMIS- 
SION: Richmond Enctosva £17. Gordon Endosua cm fttoic Enctosva £5 (oveMSs 
C3L Accompanied und»-T7 s free al enctoeuias. CAR PARK: £2. or Iran 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R Hannon 36-383 (03%). P Cola 33-64 (203%). J Goaden 
37-147 (04%), J Dunlop 27-219 (123%), H Cadi 2B-TT1 p34%), I Bakflng «-Vn (126%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: T Quinn 47-312 (153%), L Dettori 4W0B (307%), J Raid 40-2BB 
(Wb). Pat Eddery 37-210 (1751%), R Hflls 21-128 p&3%). K FMkai 19-DO («%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 249-720 (346%). 

BLWKERS3 RRST TIME: Night Spirit (33Q; King Of Unaa (300). 


2.00 


UCELLO II & UBU III TROPHY NH JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m Penalty VMue £3,713 

seen FAST FOWWHO FRED pq(D)(aaiBhlFanMilPWp)LMHai7 no G Bradley 9 

O0S03HURGLL DANCER (43) (ROSRacng)flO&tean4117 A Prod* 14 

0W6O- SOUND APPEAL (J266)(RW and J R Rdn) G UcCart 4 US A Thornton IS 

0341M DANEGOIO (J12) (C) (□) (Ckoiar Osefcuttn Lid) M Chamon 6 If 4 D Byrne 1 

0O03EPICKAN0SPAN(J1B4^SStnlBuiWra4PHedBff4P3 HRfctardn5 

.0040 MOOMJGHT MVADEH (10) (A S B Portnoi) J Fprtman 4 n 3 CUnnB|n13 

7 00600 SAND CAY (USA) (KM) (0 S CtBtwa) & Ratten) R OSuAvan 4 n 1 Jl A Ftzgsnld 4 

B 250CM6 UM&JGHT (J52) (SB Parmere) P 4 jo q RFtamMO 

9 025230 WILD COLONIAL BOT (IQ (G Howid-Spr*} R Hanoi 3DO. B COBord B 

13 -60060 YAK ALFARAJ (34) (Mss J Cofeon) P lluptiy 4 10 12 WManK»7 

Tl 30003 SOTBtQGN CREST (39) IttsBSuTOjC Hagan 5 Dll RTteontonSB 

u 09000 PERTEMPS MSSIOli (5) (D) (Mrtud C Vrtdley) J Pgarce 4 10 V JCUWyllV 

13 CCCU3 MIGHTY MAQC (8) (H J Tory) DBsncrtiS 09 P Noisy B 

u 234060 ISSSHAN DANCER (B) (KingMI Rating PSrtmtatf S Eerie 4 06 C Mauds 3 

E 040004 MALAYAN MOON (28) (Angmmg Park Stud) Lady Hanes 3 tJ 1 B Fenton IS 

E 000000 FECAL SPLBUOUR (B) (Ifas Sarah Jroes) J Bntga 5 DO. -Sophie IBd*« 12 

-16 (teetered - 

Umru a rogtt: 1Q& raw tux&cjp wotjW: r^a/^tvirtjur ^ 7Si 

BETTWG: 7-3 Fui Forward Fred, S-t Ifighty Uagic, 6-1 DansgobL 7-1 Soml Appal. io-i Lkns- 
■flhL 12-1 Osrtsropt Marion, Sand Cay, VWd CotonW Boy, Sovairign Crest 14-1 othara 
097 FphwShyfinaJAMcCanhy C-T (0 snenwod) drawn P) Sian 

FORM GUIDE 

Fast Forward Freeh Beaten 2) by Shura! at Bath but gained revenge at Sundown 
las tnw even on 4fa worse teams Had Danogoid wan beaten off at Bath two outings 
ago and tow chance today with Graham Braday aboard 
HiagW (fencer DoubtU stayer who won a me race lor B1 Watts tost season (wviq. 
SW1 task attar rns Latest 3rd to Ate Browning at Brighton (sn4t) 

Sound Appear Beat Real Estate and The French Ftrta n decent hurtoe at 
Qidtonham on latest start (Decembef l and has same jockey up today. Modest form 
on the level beforehand but line chance with her ctoyng abfity 
Oanegohfc Boai Indon Jockey at Etangor 12 days ago wdh Dertiv Byrne abeod. Two- 
mte wrtnor at Yarmouth m JUy but beaten over 11 lengths when tourttvof-Gve to 
Fast Forward Fred at Bath last month (now 7tb better) 

Spick And Span: Lost itma Flat rtsia on the AW (3rd to Grovatair Lad last time bach 
n Marchi Plied 14) al Wncanton tho toAomng month Modest awl but tram the sable 
ttut notched a double at Newbury last Saturday 

Moonlight Invader. Raor partotmer and hard kj fancy own a his reappearance nai 
bchnd Od Rod at Nottingham was needed 

Sand Cay: Tned over 0 longer trip and tailed off behnd Daring Clovar at 
Nottingham (im2f) last tune (June). Can be given a chance on his 51 6th at IS to 
Voronca Franco at Saksbury (tovM) m May 

Lhnettght Fssshed vu behnd Fast Forward Fred when 6th to Steal at Bath bur 
subsequently a creditable 3rd to Rum Customer over iwnps at Newton Abbot 
WBd Crdontad Bay: Madon attord! starts but has hinted at being a stayer and Bth 
to Sluing Dancer at Sandown (Unfit) last tme 
Ytek Al(ma|: Long way adnft of Fast Forward Fred at Sandown last time 
Sovaralgn Crate Headed « out when thed to Flyng Bald at Lngfield last tnte over 
up snort oi Ns beat Had stayed on wel 10 beat Random Kindness at Ungfield (tmfiQ 
Psri amp aWston: Easy winner olmaidBn heap at Cattenck C&n) last month and 
wel beaten an wo sorts snee (Tlh 10 Mrsatse £ Canendt five (toys agoL Lneiyoutsder 
Mighty Magic: Maiden after IS attempts but unproved effort over the longer trp 
[Unfifl last tme when 3rd to String Dance a Sandown (Wid Colonel Boy 9 behnd) 
Few chance at mights 

Herbohan Dancer: Std c hasn g first wm ate 23 stare end Bttie chance today 
Malayan Moon: Better run at Fohestone (2m) last tme when a 61 4th to Hastate 
tout baacaly looks slow 

Regal Splendour: Moderate getting and Bttie hope ate Ns latest iath to Arctic 
Fancy at Newbury 

VERDICT: A thraenitto chaser won the last year w punters beware. Fast Forward 
Rred a me ai-totm runner and mould not be a swprtse wfcner cotcedng the weight, 
but SOUND APPEAL unproved plenty over hurdes and warrants support wan Andy 
Thornton knowing liar ao wal Mighty Magic is by a sprinter (Mage Rng) but looks 
a in oat ate her line utayfog-on thud to Shrtng Dancer at Sandown 


FORM GUIDE 

Nsnond Drflb 3b tower radng ate the latost easy success on AW. Wal drawn here 
and si a softoh race txrt even his trainer rates him nfarior on hrl 
Batanitec Oft the course since 8f win at Wbidsor In eartysAily Won a nursery over 
this trip at Brighton 

Loch Laird: Continues to dtaappotat whan the crips are down (braton by Ptasutt 
Of Gold at Bath last time). Tried nvor longer trip hare but a tew^i ran in which to 
break the ice 

Shamwarf Song: Ltoesi win at Newcastle gtened over a mle and haart been out 
ssiCB an AW defeat in June (ml beaten 4th to Lbstable Ftaurle) 

Ba Uy WMc \AM regaided IBy retmted with Kleren Futon aftar the Ascot win over 
this trp (beat Fabrics). Credtaife 6th to Gcldan Fortune at Sdsbuy last time 
My Bold Boyo: Ungfleid maidefi wUiner over this trip and fins 5th to Pay On Red 
at Epsom over firther in softgrouxl last time. Poor draw 10 overoome 
CarMtda: Stayed on stronffy to beat Broadway Ataiody at Salsbury but showed 
Bttfe over tho trip at Newmarket behind Sparish Fsm. though draw seamed against 
het Capable of better 

KatyuahfcE Tbok advantage of goad cfcaw In Larygfieid maiden last tfcna. Ground was 
also softer than todayta so faces stiffer task 

Rotabi Splendour: Bated Be My Wbh last tme when tast-oM2 to Goldan Fortune 
at Sofisbwy Eatler a tortuiatewkinerM Bratton from Splendid IsaWton, who was 
settoomichtodo 

Night Spteto Lmte promke the maiden wr and to the ruck behind Cauda Bjulna 

Hf Bath fast time 

Pakaetto Bay: With Mchael Stoute last season and a doubtfiA nrrer today 
Cntxn: VWm on debut lor David Motley tost tenn but generaly dsappotothg. Better 
an when 4th to f»®i Ctttonce at Kempton (im) last *ne when gound wt probably 
too soft lor him 

Great News: Ughfly-reoed maktan and beaten 41 when 3rd to My Sold Boyo hi 
UngHsid last time. 5 b bettor off today 

La Petto Flamecba: Al mns at Stand facing stiff task after her Men soft-ground 
3rd to Aloan 'tonga at LtogWd 

Desert Hhsgo: Unplaced to SaKy Jack at 5»am tost lima but previously a fine 4lh 

to Asset Manager at Sandown. Could figure from good draw 

Morgan Lo Ftey: Start of room at Sandown last time In HK The Sport raca 2nd to 

Jacobuia to Haydock previously but look# beatable here 

CawreSaW: Has bod daw to overoome and totem second to The Thruster at LtogMd 

seernttuFy not good enousb lor ttta 

Yowig-Un: Played prominent part in nfe race won by SBon Dafeance at Kempton 
last tima Shorter tnp hare may help but may atfl find aome too strong 
Bay Of Defight: Boot Bus The Agent over extended mle at Beverley and could 
figire today from the best cfcaw ate arming from the worst efraw last Mmo at Bewrtey 
(unplaced to Kasa Aliawa). 

Fast Franc Best on the AW over 6F so unMy to have the staying sbfty after his 
latest poor run beftnd tochalong at Windsor 

VERDKXR CarintMa may do bate here ate being body drawn at NewmarWI 
when trymg this te and My Bold Boyo exxdd hnw been the choca with a better 
tUaw now heS back on last ^oiaxl after the mud at Epeom The draw, piui the book- 
Ing te her wring partner Kleren Fafloa suggests a bdkl toxming from Ascot win- 
ner BE MY WISH. The bast outsider Is Bay Of Dtefi^it, who wfi eafr from the tBourabto 
tedestal 


VERDICT Harry Cad has been handfcg BOLD FACT with Md glows lately - an 
todcodan thto ttn best to pdbabiy yet to came from this epeedy sort; who omreame 
dfffiaJtos to scare to 'fork. Mealy dwuntabB covered up tor a late nut. ho stxxJd ba 
S(ilBdbyltteBa^71andSMatpiai uiu dtathBcon3stBntDB C Oi a tedHeroandNanomh- 
ka. who shoiAJ And this last ground more sUtable than condtions at Dearvla 


EBF FARMERS DAY NOVICE STAKES (CLASS D) £5,500 
added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £3,873 


1 23031 MUJADENE (1^(F D Aiaan) B Meehan 3 2 

S 1 DEADtfMBHT9IADE(44)(M Dtoo)DBsacrih8G 

3 BIUURSrBOrpEAflcteaxOSDow8e 

4 33 ROTALORiQyE(tZ7) (6F)(S MuGary FfrKhsi)MChamanSl2 . 


_R»t Eddery 2 
. — .KFefca 

Jfktol 

— TCk*w4 


-Adecteed- 

BETTWft 44! Dandy tOjptoiide, 13fi Mu^dera, 5-1 Royal Origins, 1»-1 BmturatBrq 
097 (msldo4*- Vxng Joah 9 D 0 PMtar 6-4 1» (I Gosdan) dram n t) ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Muiadam: Rasty wel exposed front rumor. Belwr best on ooty getog whan 4 lengths 
larth to Minilc Dasftiy a KtURpton tolowtog good aflort to WMsoc Go dose 
Deadly ffightshade: Looted a useU prospect when c^ckarteig Zb Hnglhs dear of 
arpooed Price Of ftosaon an BMh Sf debut Ffghiy raided and sue to inprtMi 
Bstnaat Boy. Metdon A to toclycoft, brother to two wtonentup to Un 
Royal Ortgtno: Shodd not be iv away an 3 tangths thftd to Red Dablum axt the smart 
Rhapsodsi to Goodwod (BQ In Ateqr butsideSned sinca Martwttha bast guide 

VBIDICr. Jt wi be MmeWng of blow to David Bsworth If DGADUT WGHTSHADE 
loses herwbatoan recort In this company. The dau^riar of the wry speedy Dead Cer- 
tain showed a very smart tun of toot toBtoh and thodkfhm the raoesto up tar her 
by the fcont-tunnfcg Mpjadone, wfw appeara uiolyta prodice any wprioos ate a 
fatty consistent camped 


A 4C 1ST JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE NURSEHY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added ZYO 1m Penalty Value £3^15 

RHoghaT 

T(Mn9 

N Petard (5) 4 


MM3 HCE DEAS (R (Ste KhigM EMMcre Ud S kMor B 12 . 
6004 NUTCHAT (14) (J F ODononri) A P Jonas 8 B . 


J Raid 8 
» 

.S Dtowna 5 


0003 HOH NO (31) (D A|m & Ate R 8 Mdotaon) U Btf 8 O. 
0005 OffifflHD (3^ paten BtoodtacK) tel CtisnnonBt)- 


.-RMd0wi{3}11 

A Uadksy E 

TSpntaa 

JQotanS 


3.00 


ffiF NFU CLASSIFIED STAKES (CLASS C) £13,000 added 
1m Penalty Value £8,723 


1 (0033 AUBBl FORT (9) (C) (BF) fCdsdum Ractag) D BSMOrti 5 9 5 . 

2 U€00a NO EXTRAS (12) fCtfl (KHcsanJ Q LMOQT88B5~^_ 

3 fMH3 CORNHJOWER FELDS (21) (D) (SatonSdBl)RHsnxn391 . 


B«V 
RBrtend(7)5 
RHu^wal 


4 02» RMG OF RJlEStFfl) (13) (D)<MtsE Shasta) J Sheehan 6 flit DCodwuaB 

5 B063B4 LITTLE OMAN (20) (G V WtfS) S Woods 387 JIWd2B 

6 £02 HHNAH (13) (FbmOan Al UtekMn) Al tagong 3 B 4 RMS 3 

-Bdatoared- 

BETTWG: 64 Mhnah, 7-3 Cornlkmr Raids, 4-1 No Extms, 5-1 Ambor FbrL 7-1 King Of Dmaa, 
H Ltotstedten. 

BB7. no coneapondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Antoor Fore Not good enough m handcaprt ol lateL 3id to Easta- Oga a: Sandown teat 
tme: end tats mi short on ortetei Agues today 

No E a l» a « u Lores the trade and salt gyowxi eganst f*n here Last Ome (7th to 
Wsrmgfatoy T7» may not be Ns date havrew w<h an appratice aboard ard concedhg 
the nig ht to Mtanah 

C o mBowwr FWhhcStfiimpiqwig and a good tad p a daoantaort In Gotten Fortune 
at Salsbury (71) last tone Stiff task In this condsons race but sure to go wel 
Ktng Of Tunes: Won compei i i n ie im handicap at Nawmartreitato saason but has 
lost his sparkle (Bth 10 Somayda hora.lasr Hmsji Chance to recover his form with 
the fitting of bSnksre 

UOfe ImBan: Hardy juvenie but has taled to progress and tried In bSrdcere with no 
success at Haydock two outngs agoi Last of tour u LM Claire at Epsom last tkiw 
but s» fas a chance gating the wtoght from ofdar handica p pem 
Mtonate Talented juvetea who won asofiy at Ybrk on third atari tram Lore Academy 
and Masha-B In soft growl Led until cofared by Hu|oam hare on her reappearance 
and ihe one to best with her pace on thle last aislace 

VERDICT Some dsappointjng types here, notably the decent juwnta UtUa tn- 
(flan and the bMered-fast-ttns Kbig Of Item. No Extras tebo tools a shade sus- 
pect with an apprentice up so foe ady possfcto «*wr has to be MIHNAH. who 
aheukfcameonagoodtowpomJstorherbeiBtedmappeBrencesecondtoKu- 
joom on the counw a tortnght ago and now on taster (pound. 


1 532346 MIRON SAINT (K}(Hmd Ascot HBdng CM) R Homan 9 7 

2 0402 NWIliNG DOGE (40) (P D Sato) M Charai 96 

3 00290 MSS HMEX (49) (BR (Afehtmoe Mrtwsiipj DSsworft9E 

4 500HORWHIO(26) (TtaoeTtatxtf Ln vfal)M JavttBO 

5 0355 EffiLADE (16) (Hannon) Blfartxry 90 

S 
7 
B 
9 

n 600 Slffl 1 SEARCH (20) (J SmyihQtaaune) J Snyffi-OstxurK 9 1 . 

II 000301 IIALCHK (II) (D) 9 B knaan) P Hearing 7 O 

-lldsdnsd- 

BETTMG: 7-2 Patron Safas, 4-1 WNsQbg Dtds, 9-2 Mcs Uses, 6-1 MBsa FteDBX, 13-2 Hak No, 9-1 

ErtBsds, 12-1 Manta, 14-1 Natch*, 16-1 aBme 

«97r Fka Sum B 7 6 Sandsra s-1 jt tar (Sr M Rssootq dram R W ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Patron Saint: taproving steaeSy but stfi a mskton. Fina fcxrth to Hoh Sttwwr atlbrtc 
and tried in Mhkws whan a longhsroflh of to to Trio to Don ca ster (ta^gtafcwBr hew 
and should be in thick of tfw hit agati 

Whistling Dixie: Cmrebest eftort when beaten Zh lengths by Hoh Stearnsr in strong 
Newbuy 7f nursery. Ctosety weighted wnth Patron Saint through Hoh Sterner 
IWsa FBmex: Pio^BssIva Kempton Of nursery wtansc Freourite and nivfrig wtol utof 
hampered II out when 7 lengths riWh of 13 to Hoh Steamer at Newbu-y (71 heap) tost 
time. Should be suited by this extra fulong and earner be left out 
Monrincc Did not show much In two uspU maidens Mowing debut Cwd to TsyS to 
Nawmertat (71) WficUt to assess and probably capable of batter 

> though Utotatgar trip would sUt whan Btangtas nth (NT7 to Sweet 


: UidiimpriAadoimr longer trips wflh good loulh to Hvsr Times al Hay- 

dock (tn) and 'b taiglh second to Bfrno Htoghte at Bewriey (71). On useta mark 
Nntctwfc Has not rsoly progreasad tnom debut asxih to Random to Severfsy (55) and 
beta severely treated an latest 8 lengths tarti of 9 to Chatting to Chepstow (71) 

Hah No: Benefited ton step 149 from 6f when steyfrV-en 3 longtos SM of to to Ice to 
tek (kn heap). IMy to htooro agsn end ttaoiM go ctase from only 2b hicFier 
Greyflekt Has cut Me k» in maktan oonpany and wfi need to Improve eonaHnOtf 
□n tafoat 10 tenglta fifth at tJ to Dtospour to Otepetos (im) to be a (actor 
S&ta Search: Showed eigis of abfity whan tedh e Alegna an Wtafsar (8f) debut bto 
Ittte oterioue chance hare on two aubeegent efftsis 

■" taptmad to land moderate Leioestar tii seteig nursvy baaling Mten Cbdy 
but dBOoft to fancy n Use befgp- company from S>> hgte 


■A 

VERDICT! Mdwel BM has been ptadng Ns torn; 
has Ml the tarn Anas ha needs to tel Wn where he i 
proved tbric eftart stands hkn n good staadL He ts « 
but wfl need to be on hfs mettla to cope wflh IBM Ffi 
farm behind over «s longer Up, end the ( 


1 wet In nunsertaa laiefy and he 
nda with HON NO. whose kn- 
ifrtem to 9QkA his good marit 
• who sfnAd Iesw Nawtwy 


5 05 ] HSA MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 addBd 3YO Im 


3.30 


CHARLTON HUNT SUPREME STAKES (Group 3) (CLASS 
A) £36,000 added 71 Penalty Value £21,300 

ROMS 

1 3&£4 DECORATED HB?0(2G) (CO) (Bos dHatKrt Aten) JGcsden 69 5 — LDMMB I3D 

2 *02031 KUMAir (USA) (4 (MAtunAIMaktounl EDunfcp48 C RHta31>2 


2.30 


SCATS HANDICAP (CLASS D) E&000 added 3VO 7f Penal- 
ty Value £4,125 

1 110431 OUMOWDIlUWSiAl (to) (D)(A^ SSamtafSU 

2 01401 BAUWlA(Ba)(D)(tAsAntaQten)BPNfag92. — -T^xteaB 

3 3322 LDCH LAIRO (171 (BtF) (Afiss E A9 LCcdei) M Atadgwnck 9 1 JRNdS 

4 6TC34 SHAMWAte SONG (BB) (D) Kialatfiar Byn Ltd) N CoAagtan 9 Q RHoghnlQ 

5 <OE6BENri«Hpi)(D)rtolteGIWeway0O -KFMoaH 

6 43436 HTBtaD BOW p^(BF)|1taW fro tei» t eyioniPBteCrftBa. — fr Paterd{S)3 

7 :aOCAI»n)«m(HrtletenR*nfl)C«iaB AHIli 12 

a BE48I KA7YU9IKA[1Q(D)(UnBWbodbdlDChappeiait ..RPaHonlB 

3 .TJCB0 ROJSte SPtfMOOUfi (13) ffn l&iafmit: Rxxig) $ Dc* 8 NEtay7 

« [JtBO NKMT SFffflT (17) (Bi^r Gnm-3«l Hxrta Utkk^ C Braian 6 0 — ^RotonspolS B 

tt 4336-RALteETTOBWp43)(pFJ(FWBaailJPatesie9 D0aWaf2 

CD600WCAfBON(15)PRCDrie|LaBVH8T«B9 ACM 12 

5 333QSW lOBSM (AtaCHBolwqW IBtfJngBB JSWBworttS 

u 063 LA retJTC FLAAECHE (HB) (M T toon) R CS*tin a 0 SDrmsB 

6 3-fMDGSDTTIAIM(£(S7)(CafitiadD(rtytPChapp(»Hya(nB7 RlbnAi(3)19 

C 022C2D MORGAN UEFW (9) (tXHftnnar)BltaetaSG W Eddery 11 

T7 4IW602 CAVHBFSLD (30)(O) (W J Ktoy) R Kttxh a 5 TQutanl 

6 DflXSDYW)NGUN(1^(MFKentai)SDowB3 PDoaf^l? 

O OseaDBMWDHJfNffOTlEwrtnnfBP^UNwOMW^EDufcpBi JOwmSB 

X rODOaFASTFRAHCptaW (&•*»□ JFtoiwjTJNajghfrr 00 RIUro(a}4 

-aodmmfl- 

BETTTNG: B-t Be My Wbh, 7-1 My BeM Boyo, IK Betanta, 8-1 Cartxw, Dtanond DrM. Lrxli 
UJni. im Ktoymida, teto News, tfwgw Le Ftey. 12-1 CavenMd, Qatateta, 14-1 ottaas 
G9T ite^p 96 A Htatf-A tar (WB Hem) daan (If) non 


3 2-001 BOLDFACT(USA)(35)(C}(D)(KAbeitadHGecl389 

4 «232ICADMWIBl(24<HdxteRacinglJ4Whaggte369 ' 

5 3MC BERKTStM (41) (CO) (9wMi Ahmed AlANIetOuti) M tate386 PF 


.K Moo 4 1)9 
-T Spoke S 113 

17 m 

6 12D BMEF ESCAPADE (3$ (RKsinCypfBSSlianra) PCtapPteHpnS 68 HsvfciB 113 

7 eiKMNANOUSMUPB PD(nuk» < nianuMndaf)RHannon3a6 Pw Eddery 1 175 

B S26«CGBIGnq(D)(BtanNuyStud)NGiften386 JIWd2f14 

-B d e cta ftd- 

BETTMG: 2-1 Bold Fact 11-4 Daceretad Hmo. 7-2 Barsyata, 6-1 Muouitika. hm KwaeB. 14-1 

llaadtxinini, 28-1 WfiBtaB.25-1 Brito Escapade 

1397: CecaraaJ Hero 59 2 0 Petoer B4 bv (j Gostan) (tawn IB) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Decomed Hem Lns yeorb winner. As good m mar when beating Dktto a head fit 
Neweatoe (7!) w Jiiy and dose ta that fawn in two rims tones. Weely atotod by 71 
KwnteR: Ended twoytar toteig mi when basing 1b The RooM 'A tangihsat Vtamouih 
(fit) but Bomethng to find with Btod Fact an aartar tak nnwig 
Bold Fbefc Good effcirt at noghta to best Jo AW 7« kngih (taveta) at Vbrle pft Going 
and tnp steal and slJ on upgrade but occaatantiy wayward The one to beat 
Hasdhunton Ybt to mate No mark in die ^ade and hefd by Decorated Haro through 
Dktat Late headway when beam node by b Chapsow (71J latest 
Be ts y s fc n: tapre Mta ntotan beating Atorokto 4 lengtta over QD ta July, but fteap- 
portng Btengthsflfm to tajhtatt* to Newbury (71) tassLCapaae of major refe 
Brtof Esagiwite: Ftat oudng beyond Listed conpany and tools Bofy to stuggie on 
Hast 5 Isngihs ei^ith of it to Soeur Ti at Deautoto (Ri) test month 
Na no ust italrrpressivBearly^aBsonwin n erlrorrifchlByargljnBSaBp^anelQazBe 
Mental(BqtoMpiilteeU3iengihBlourthHAnrir^avtoDeeuifie(Gf)frtaBandcte6o- 
ty watfM d wahBoMFbet through lovers Knof.^aye7f and shoe* go ctose 
iMggfrig: Carevbest aflort when zb tertfM fifta of te to Aafvaakto rt 71 Lsted 
contest m Ooncaaer last ttne but tel toft wdhptanty to End 


9 

e 34 

7 300)2 


1 Penalty Value £3.602 

S2-4 LOUS PfULlFTE (USA) (1UJ (P D Sod) J 

"""Tssstesasasi 


190. 


MBS HWA (FH1 (in Ms OdsBne PmnsS U Rpe a ! 
UOlEaeKmtBFIitaftateylJFertowroSa .. 
NASAAffli (USA) (117) fGod*fta) Sand bh Bum 
SUm SUN MfflJ Hopei) 0 Bat ' 


Pst Eddery 2 

KMnl 

TQuhnl 


ROaehme4 

L0aut3 

N FaBinj (5) 5 


BETTWG: M NisaayKB, 74 Mote Creek, 4-1 Dnan Pusuft, 5-1 Mat Ftas. 6-1 Shm Son. 8-1 

Louis PNBppe, 33-1 Dmiatag 

■m. BeiCtato 900 Ptater W (J Snderi) dram ffi D ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Louis tei M ppe: C o nBm w a )uvwr*g pnxntse iWien M Wngtris ttmrth of n p Htmzn n 

very hot ^arnouth tn maktan h Jme but absent sines Ptece cenddate 
Daunting: Liitta sign of abity so fat WI need fa step Up conadetsUi on bfest 36 
tengtfa raith of t2 to Spring Anchor a Ungfiefct (w af mdn) to ttfte hmd 
Dream Pursub: Caarieon IRy hlfrstafBr to several wimera in Kai)i One to nc» h the 
bettng whh stable newcomers usuafty ready Erst time 
UHl^CtaftnHddtoUpninsawhenbetoSnshart-headbyGtaa7ingFBtoLeiM8’ 
ter (im 2f mdrtL Fbm has worked out and etw should be thereabouts 
Mote Creak: Close to farm pick ext camrbeat 1'* length second of S to La TUarn 
ki Navbury Im 2f fifed handcapi Danger to baa wldi toabte on a refi 
NasaayancTheonetobetoonseBSonafdebutSiengtfaMdtoDigdaimandGB- 
rayflm at Newmartof (7fl In May Mad ta progress men 6 lengths fourth to Swe to 
Kanpton (tn 11) frteiNttg month and tafetaBd tent 

Sow Bern: Wfi md to step up cn eareerbsst seend d A lbuch Of Ftat to Sstetaiy 
(71) afa tateto BJmgth second to eiwttan owtftaCWw m^teeter 

VERDICT! GodofeHn rumere ere kauJBtfy to Bier best fctemtag a kyofl and tasss 
should net baa wary wttiNASAAYHA, whose eartyeegaon N ewmait a fa rm behind 
D^tetaaertfifM her tofirnf^orchancaShaprobtodyhoidBout mote stMpefcr«tp«*i»- 
menl BtenUtesFtoasnd Mote 0»* The DigS^e toon b represented by nowcamrr 
DneemPtiw*. sonny major support takeGed By cotod be si^iScant 


Lost appeal 
saves St Leger 
sponsorship 


TIM WATTS, the chairman of 
Pertemps, who sponsor the St 
Legeg yesterday said his firm 
would continue its support of 
raring after losing his appeal 
against file disqualification of 
Muhtafel a horse they had 
leased for the day, in the race 
foQowing the St Leger at Don- 
caster an 12 September And the 
Jockey Chib, after delivering its 
ruling, reiterated its pledge to 
punish “win at all costs” race- 
riding with disqualification. 

Muhtafel, leased by the em- 
ployment agency, which also 
sponsors Kemp ton’s Christ- 
mas festival-- was first past the 
post in the Ladbroke Handicap, 
for which he was backed from 
8-1 to 6-1, largely by guests of 
the sponsors. However, the 
stewards found Jimmy For- 
tune guilty of “major irrespon- 
sible" riding on Muhtafel, 
placed the horse last and gave 
his jockey a five-day ban. 

Watts labelled the stewards’ 
ruling “sheer hmacy”. But yes- 
terday Watts’ appeal, was dis- 
missed ty the Jockey Club’s 

Disri plmar y fyi mmitipp gf to r a 

hearing at Portman Square. 
Watts, who did not attend, had 
been adamant Ralemps would 
remain in racing only if his ap- 
peal failed, and he affirmed 


George goes ahead. Every 
sport has laws and I accept the 
decision. We are disappointed, 
but it was not unexpected. I was 
warned they stick together like 
glue and logic has got nothing 
to do with it" 


Fortune, whose suspension 
was ordered to stand, said: “It 
was a 50-50 case and that’s the 
way it is. There is nothing else 
I can say." 

John Maxse, Public Rela- 
tions Officer at Portman 
Square, argued: “A ’win at all 
costs’ style of race-riding is 
not acceptable, and we believe 
the most effective deterrent 
against jockeys endangering 
other riders and their mounts 
is the threat of demotion or dis- 
qualification. Both the Don- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Nap: Blooming Spring 
(Perth 3.40) 

NB: Stolen fear 
(Pontefract 3.20) 

caster stewards and the 
disciplinary committee were 
of the view that Jimmy Fbrtune 
created a gap where one had 
not existed, and as a result his 
riding offence fell into the cat- 
egory of ‘rogjor irresponsible'. 
The Jockey Club is aware of the 
interests of the betting public. 
However the Jockey Chib must 
balance the interests of the 
punter with those of the par- 
ticipants and their safety." 

Maxse rejected Watts’s al- 
legations that the stewards bail 
a political agenda. He said: 
“The disciplinary committee’s 
findings support those of the 
Doncaster panel and proves 
that racecourse stewards judge 
each incident on its merits, re- 
gardless of those concerned." 
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Channon adds Silca 
to Cheveley Park field # 








C,, 
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THREE HORSES were yester- 
day supplemented for next 
Tuesday’s Cheveley Park 

Stakes at Newmarket at a cost 

of filffOOO each. 

Last Saturday’s Mill Reef 
Stakes winner; Golden Silca, the 
highly-regarded Cirde Of Gold 
and David Loder’s Subeen 
have all been entered for the 
Group One contest 
The Mick Channon -trained 
Goldea Silca has improved with 
every race and has recorded 
five victories this season. A 
comfortable win in a Group 
Two race In Germany preced- 
ed her Min Reef States success. 

Peter Chapple-Hyam has al- 
ways thought a tot of Circle Of 
Gold and after being surpris- 
ingly beaten on her debut, she 

duly won two races including 
the Group Three Prestige 


Stakes at Goodwood. Complet- 
ing the trio is the Maktoum Al 
Maktoum- owned Subeen who 
impressed last time with a very 
smooth three-length success in 
a maiden event at Yarmouth. 
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PONTEFHACT 3.50 

Hose 

C H 

LSI 

fnwOtfai 

3.1 3-1 

3.1 M 7J 

tartmRmd 

4-1 H 


DreUa&kpt 

11-2 5-1 


AicorieUi 

n-2 6-1 

5-1 m e-t 

■*- - - 

MOmiMR 

9-1 6-1 

7-1 8-1 7-1 

Staro 

IM 0-1 

12-1 0-1 12-1 

Rteeen 

a-i 1&1 

IM 9-1 n-i 

Knfciew 

13-1 12-1 


Vote Ufa 

i*-i e-i 


faid 

M-l 30-1 

26-1 20-1 20-1 


an 86-1 

SO-1 50-1 68-1 

a ®i (to octti ptoH f. z 3 

C Cent H tun kt L Labtosa S Stetay T Toe 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday 24 September )4Qa 
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English 

keep the 

others 

guessing 


■t s, 


fttelr *■ 



sors Ii 


ip 


THE IRISH, it seems, are in - 
along with the Scots and most 
of the Welsh. The only people 
we now have to wony about are 
the English, who wanted to be 
in this time last month but are 
now determined to stay out at 
least unto the end of October: 
As for Cardiff and Swansea, 
they have no intention of com- 
ing in from the outside un less 
their English allies opt for life 
on the inside. Does that 
sense? Good. Maybe things are 
w getting clearer on the British 
league front 

Delegates from the four 
home unions gathered in Man- 
chester on Tuesday for the first 
meeting of a working party set 
up to examine the feasibility of 
a new cross-border tournament 
pulling together the best from 
every owner of the British Isles. 
They unanimously agreed that 
such a competition was the 
way forward and that the Irish 
provinces, who were rather ne- 
glected when the idea was first 
floated in August, should be friQy 
involved. Had the English dubs 
not boycotted the discussion, 
northern hemisphere rugby 
might be celebrating. 

Glanmor Griffiths, the chair - 
man of the Welsh Rugby Union, 
was asked to double up by chair- 
ing the woridng parly as wdl and 
he promptly recorded his dis- 
appointment at the absence of 
the English clubs from the ne- 
gotiating table. Considering 
Griffiths had recently ruled out 
any possibility of playing contact 
with those self-same English- 
men white they continued to test 
governing body regulations 
through the European Com- 
mission. his remarks merely 
reinforced rugby’s leading role 
in professional sport’s theatre of 
the absurd. 

Stifl, Griffiths cut no mere ab- 
surd a figure than those hard- 
liners among the English dubs 
who between them, had man- 
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RUGBY UNION 


By Chris hewett 

aged to concoct a public rela- 
tions disaster with their intem- 
perate anti-British league 
commente at the weekend. The 
more dovish elements on the 
board of English First Division 
Rugby, the pressure group rep- 
resenting the 14 Allied Dunbar 
Premiership One dubs, were at- 
tempting to repair the damage 
yesterday by distanri^g them- 
sdves from remarks by Mflm 
Smith, the Saracens chief ex- 
ecutive, and Sir John Ttati, the 
Newcastle owner 

There will, of course, be no 
meaningful or commercially 
sustainable British and Irish 
league without the EkigBsh, just 
as their absence removes all 
meaning from the European 
Cup that kicked offi emasculat- 
ed and unsponsored, in Belfast 
last Friday. A degree of new fi- 
nancial support has belatedly 
been secured, however; and the 
details wffl be revealed in Dublin 
before tomorrow evening’s Pool 
A fixture between Leinster and 
Stade Eranoais. 

It seemed dear yesterday 
that Hemeken, who pumped 
some £iOm into the first three 
years of the competition, had 
finally been jettisoned as major 
backers. “We haven’t had any 
word from the tournament or- 
ganisers but if they’re making 
an announcement of new 
money before the weekend, I 
think it’s safe to assume we’re 
not involved,” said a Heineken 
spokesman. 

Other potential sponsors in- 
clude Mark McCormack's In- 
ternational Management Group 
and a Swiss-based sports mar- 
keting company ISL. Whatever 
the outcome, the Hemeken Cup 
appears to be an ex-tourna- 
ment; a sad, squalid end to 
something very spedaL 



Kate-Anne Douglas takes a tumble from her mount. Lane Ends Lad, during the Young Riders Stakes at the Horse of the Year Show yesterday 


Robert HaMam 


Whitaker follows a family tradition 


LOUISE WHITAKER opened the 
account for her well-known 
family when winning yester- 
day’s Young Riders Stakes dur- 
ing the opening session of the 
Horse of the Year Show. She 
was riding the little Russian- 
bred fferepiiot wham her fathec 
John Whitaker, had been hying 
to buy for a year before the Nor- 
wegian owner finally agreed to 
the sale four months ago. 

Pferepliot is only 15.1 hands 


E Q U E S T R I A N I S IVl 


By Genevieve Murphy 
at Wembley Arena 

high -“He’s even too small for 
me,” John Whitaker said - but 
he has the scope of a bigger 
horse. The nine-year-old found 
yesterday’s course well within 
his compass when jumping 
dear to win by 2.i5sec, defeat- 
ing two other riders with 


Whitaker connections. Paul 
Barker the runner-op on Wi- 
dal ton Lad, had spent a year as 
John Whitaker’s stable-jockey 
and Billy Twomey, a 19-year-old 
Irish rider from County Cork, is 
currently based with Michael 
Whitaker and is making quite 
a name for himself while riefing 
the younger horses in his men- 
tor’s Nottinghamshire yard. 

Perepliot’s visit to Wembley 
was a brief one. Yesterday’s 


contest was a qualifier for The 
Ybung Riders Championship 
of Great Britain in which 18- 
yearold Louise Whitaker had 
elected to ride the already qual- 
ified, and more experienced, 
Livingston IL Since riders were 
limited to one mount in the 
championship, little Perepliot 
went borne a g?m with an un- 
blemished Wembley record. 

Claudia Jordan took a bold 
short-cut on her pony Classic 


Henna, to win the later Junior 
Rnchunter Championship by a 
handsome marg in of 4Ji8sec. 
The 14-year-old rider; who fell 
off on her first visit to Wembley 
last year; had not planned the 
quick route when she rode into 
the arena. “I got a bit carried 
aw^yabd decided to doit at the 
last minute,” she said. 

The show, which is cele- 
brating its golden jubilee, al- 
ready has ticket sales in excess 


of 21,500 which was the atten- 
dance figure for the whole of 
last year’s show. The organis- 
ers are expecting to top the 
30,000 mark during the five 
days this year 

HORSE OF THE YEAR SHOW (Wem- 
btay Arana): Young RUtn Stakn: 1 

RerepliK (L Whitaker] dear, 51 Ofisec 2 
KUdalton Lad (P Barter) dear, 53.21: 3 
Bohefdeal Dover (B Twomey) dear, 54.90. 
Squibb and Dantes Junior tahnutr 
Championship: 1 Classic Henna (C Jor- 
dan) dear. 31 ,46sec 2 Gwaun Beniamin 
(L RUey) dear. 36.04: 3 CI5 Kemosabi (V 
Jefferies) cleat 36.30. 
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PONTEFRACT 

HYPERION 

2.45 Amarice 3.20 Stolen Tear 3.50 Double 
Edged 4.20 Tell Them All 4.55 Statoyork 
5.25 Desert Sand . 


FORM VERDICT 

FREE OPTION looted an ro fau vad p erto tmar m Newtvry 
abr days and. as he ta bred to stay the longer trip, is worth 
ddrig with indera3fe penalty The danger & the pro^es- 
sHo Double Edged although this tew surface cold a prob- 
lem. 


GOING: Good to Fern. 

STALLS: Insida 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best ip to im 

■ Left-hand. undulating course. 

■ Corse s w NW o! town on A639 Pontefract (MonkM) sto- 
len (service from Leeds and VUaheflekQ tn; IbratieH station feer- 
wce from wakeftald) adjoins course ADMISSION: Cfc* 02; 
Paddock C8; Siver Ring £350 CAR PARK: ThW Rng, car with 
tour occupants. &i. plus £2 at lumstBes; reminder free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs 4 Ramadan 38-214 J L 

Eyre *151 (106M HCeeff W-36 (389**1 J Ountap 1XSI 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Darley 31-228 (135feV J Wwirec 
15-M6 1103°,). J Carroll 14-150 (93V A Cufaane 9-1T7 (77%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 202-500 (348V 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME Strazo (vtsored. 3S0); Caution 
1455). Mary Jane H55). Deed Aim (vtsored. 535) 


[430| 


RACING CHANNEL YORKSHIRE CABLE 
MAIDEN STAKES p> £4^00 2V0 1m 

04 ACH£(20) WJarvteSO M«s7 

000 JUANA'S CAVALIER (1^ R Hobtbead 9 0 Rlappbil 

02 FORT SUMTB) (USA) (18)1 BaUng 90 KDarfoy5 

NASOKM'brpkraSO GDuItWdB 

30TEU.TIQI ALL{13) U JdnsicnBO DKatedS 

00 TOP ACT (75) NTWdoOO .Dean IldCaow 8 

2ZNMBA0 (FR) (12) BHatfuryBO AlicGloos2 

OOQEJA2ZM»JACanndiD69 LQnrooek4 

55 MYNAH BRD (B) MsJ%redoiB9 UbSkmiI 


2.45 


RACING CHANNEL UVE AT UWCHTWE 
MAIDEN STAKES (D) E5300 2YO 6f 

1 CD ASH M6JSHAW (20| R HofcBheadeo RLspptrW 

2 40 DOCTORWJOL (0) 7 Ti4b 90 -TfaeasS 

3 03 HOUM) VENTURE (13) S WbOds90. Pri Eddery Z 

4 0 ITS OUR SECRET (106) M1»T*ins 90. .. ._KIMsy4 

5 LEAPING CHAfEJEWS A SwrtwA 9 0- — G Du*Ba4d 6 

b PENTAGON LAD JL Eyre 90- -CUmtowB 

7 05 RUAONATE(ID) Ws JR»lsden80 — WawtolO 

e TONASEAN JPfcsedaSO. — G Qatar 13 

.4 CD VILIAGE HOP (58) CWSI9 0 — : ~1 G 

10 VIRGIN SOLDIER T Etfenigon 9 0 

n AMAWCEUJahnstoiB9 . _ -P Hotend 9 

I 5 AVENGING ANGB. (5^ N Ltt«ldaiB9..- TGMdauBWhlS 

O 402 DOWNANT DANCER |15)JW5 09 

- 13 declared - _ 

BETTING: M DomKianl Dancet M Aiwrtee. 6-1 Ftartnato.7-1 Hound 
Venture. B-1 Dod« KooL 10-1 Rwarenv 1 *" 1 oftere 

form verdict 

dominant dancer sets a tarty rigri stand ard far the new- 
cvmn here and a repeal o» tier recent Kanfaton second 
should be good enough 


RACING CHANNEL TRAINERS FILES 

NURSERY H*CAP(E) £4*000 ZYOfBta8 1m 
_ «7 11 Ha On d 1 


BETTING: MZMUal IM Fcrtted^ 1W lljftnh BW. 6-1 Uasonic. 
7-1 W 7lrea AS. S-1 Acre. 2M 2bp Act D6d*J«zn Alaaa* CawBar 

FORM VERDICT 

Ouesdan merits at ttie trip fcr Fori Sumtar and Acre. The 
lotm book Bugoesre TELL THEM ALL must improve, but ha 
may have needed hia Mast sian in a hot Doncaster maiden 
and Is probably better tnantHs final posrtkm there suggests. 


4.55 


3.20 


, JISTDLENTCAH(R0117T(D|«-M^ B7 -"? 

2 M HAY I SAY (16) P rtarrea 7 

3 S3J rrBAN0THER6Stt.PT) MWEarieitwSG — "ViSt 

4 O5WWKISSMEKATE(13)J»»0< -- — ' > »«w3 

6 WOlNTWEDSjPCaeBi - "-LttSSs 

6 40MGWUnO)CFair««6t -■ — ■ 

7 LW SUNSET LADY (50) P Hasten ■ H • - - • 

» McmojanouNGOLDmJtw^ 710 ABcc-mrP)B 

• tdtdvsd- 

FORM VERDICT 

STOLEN TEAR S a ^ W 

SSolung open fa 

drosivo matoen bucmsS owton Bswrdedtotowaay"™ 

took 


RACING CHANNEL AVAILABLE IN 
PUBS AND CLUBS H’CAP (E) £3,750 5f 

1 OD3QBU(D(l)<D)OMAok4«im MMctartwn* 

2 G0004 BOWLERS BOY (43) (CO) JJQren 51} 0 JCmllt 

3 OGZ300 CAUTION (46)SG*g.4B« CLmrtherMB 

4 (ST1W BOWPE3>pC)(D)MW6flStertiy3 31D GParidolZ 

5 033631 RUM LAD (21) (D] J J Ourn 4 91) GOAM15 

6 OtFDOO RUSSIAN ROMEO (13) B MrfAd'CnSB tl.S Ffigiren (7) 13 B 

7 t£SX>SUEU8(n(CVlDN0Kts899-—^ AhR&ae»es9 

0 403425 4ACXH9N (3tQ P) BRc6imI 39 5 11 Factor 3 B 

9 503406 YOUNG IBNR (45) (CO) PErevS 9 3 JFEpn4 

O OG563 STATOYORK (3) (CO) 09nt 591 JJHolandB 

ti inOO SOAKH) (iq (D) D Qapian 5 B 1 ACMbam5 

C 050030 FRENCH GJBT (30) [C} P) M Dods 68 1 F Lynch 11 

G 6ti0tBSUPSOTpo)(D)BllcUital8ae LNnttnB 

14 0*5042 WtllJAM* VIBL (28) (D) II W Eastoby 4 8 11 - -T Lucas 7 B 
6 QC250 HAJON8EXBCtnWE(*^ (D) EAA4DR4B 11 — WSuppN 14 

»OOOOt»D®lWn-«NG(*0(r9G«iy3«7 KtoThtoer17 

IT 000605 MARY JAIttPNPJJBeny 387 PBreriey(7)1B 

B 364000 SAX COTTIffi CT (D) RBaalhtoi BB6— Pod Sdd*»y 18 S 

-18<taeteed- 

BETTlHa IMRren Lad, 7-1 Brer Prep, M Stotoynk. KM BBbj, BoMact 

Boy, Caudoa. Sue kto. Jariwlo. u-i other* 

FORM VERDICT 

H Kim toa no caste «i defeat ton a HgtiteawM Chester 
yesantoy and; frem her nside berth here can concede the 
wvt^n. There Is Itde strength n depth among tha oppos- 
tfan and Sue Me may make It a 1-2 lor the l«cho4s otebto. 


5.25 


(i-H l,«JvhHTKs597 " 


Dean McKacwn 1 V 

„G Carter 11 



3. 

I t \—r - 

J »»50 WHEEN P»AJ m I B 92 *’ _.DH6fcnd3 

3 CU2W . .. A McGtoce 2 

4 04£» UOHATDRKJM ^ ^ ^._Cb«07toB9 

d 4031 JlOariay«B 

.7 flCEBVOtAVlAtUSAjnSm'BajBS JCamd8 

■Cl -51 DOUBLE EDGED M W* 'Z.MWIF7 

RHtrf>rtkj5 ,4 

ISSJISSS® 1 '' G “’“ 

». fett Men w . Qgdon. 6-1 Ale*dBls4LW *•-_ 

Edged.ll awedlre. 10-1 °*** 


RACING CHANNEL AVALABLE ON DI& 
TALCLASSFED STAKES (£) £3,750 1m2f 

1 24)002 BURMNG TRUTH (M)(BF) Ms ASenBaA4B2.8MMd4 

2 333300 DEAD AW (20) Me J&wwi 482 MtemnlV 

3 222DC2 MYLEAIWH3 FWSiDfl (D) 5Mcodt79 2 — N Cate (5) 7 

4 O4toB1RaRM(USA)(13)(l4HQWdBn082 WSvpptoS 

5 000-TOl«TT«mrSPET(J12^l*5MRariay5ai ACtfoneS 

6 (MTOIirDESFBUDO(!9)LUjpM»a591 KHodgmA 

7 SW OESEftT SAM) (6) J Hersn 3 8 9. — EJotaaeal 

e 03202 BOULEVAf® TOUffi (68) U Jchnstcn 387 □ Hotted 5 

9 OQ022 FLOW® ffCANNEfS) M WEaeterty 387 T Luces 3 

-BOKtond- 

BETnNG; 4-1 My Learned Frieod. 5-1 TrOTpfa. Hoaar OTanni*, 11-2 
Dasert Send, 7-1 BmingTreOt, Katbrynts PM. 15-T odure 

FORM VERDICT 

DESEHT SAND cannot be S Luy b ettin g m —ria l fiererfren 
a douW about har ebOty c handto a sound artoce. bur the 
authority *tth ohich she won a decent Ayr ciefener test wadi 
was such thM shecarew be easly opposed, ospeaefly nfeh 
even more sehoua question mart® retodd afle«t her item 
rente 


PERTH 


3.40 


HYPERION 

2.10 Valhalla 2.40 Up The Clarets 3.10 Vintage 
1MtHnger3^0 Blooming Spring 4.10 Kierchem 
4.40 Madge McSplash 5.10 Grimaldi Lad 


GOING: Good (Good to Finn n placattV 

■ Right-hand cane with sharp hens. Run-in 280ytte 

■ Courae ia in Scone Palace Perit, 4m N of town on Asa Buses 
tom PBrth station [sarveetrom aatoee) am. ADMtSSION: Mem- 
bere Cia: 'Wsreate & Paddock EB (OAPa & cfeabted Efl: Coume 
£2. CAR PARK: £5 Picnic area IncACing max 4 adJts, rest free 

■ LEADING TRAMERSrMHtonmonddt-tn (B6%) Ura M Rw- 
elay2S-TD P28«L P Mertalh V-77{Z2i«l G RUreds «G9 (232^ 

■ LEAOMG JOCKEYS: P Nhren 25-78 (329%), A Dobbbi 2087 
(23%l 8 Storey 13-13S 08%) A P McCoy 11-43 {256%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 137-352 (385%). 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNER: Tie Break (240) and King Of 
Thieves (4.83) hare been sent 4fl rrdes 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Tie Break (240). 


ISLE OF SKYE BLENDED WHISKY 
H’CAP HURDLE (E) £5,000 3m 110yds 

1 23m-COTTSIOWHBOy(l53)(CO)IAsSBredterB71lt) 

MrMMbunaP) 

2 1421-0TE8DAD (F27)fC) (BF) Mre M fteefey! n 9 PMnb 

3 /t204- NOSAM (120) N ttosonBH 7 Rterat 

4 -2THJ DYSARTOUEA (7^(0) W Kenp 710 G BPBael 

5 53DH TCANGA(1) (C) GUMone6P 1 (7efl NBwttoy 

6 3/22-2 VALIANT DASH (19) (CD) J Gdde 12 B 6 ADobfcfa 

7 4«wj BLOOMGSPRMG OT (CD) Ms DTtonwJB »4_B Storey 

8 5««neADCHARA»l(1)PRTGan#ty7B0-llrHGeaflHfP) 

-8 doctored - 

Mmue eetFt WO. Ru» handeep ireght N8ad Ctepbh 99 Mto 
6Em«LH-ttrtBd,7-2C0WDWnB0y:5-lTBanBa,7-1Bfc>creta B S|«toft 
M No are u Dyaart O^doa. tWart Drek. Head CtapWn 

FORM VERDICT 

CotUtown Boy can be oppoeed first tone out on this tareer 
pond, but Noaam and Irieh raider Head Chaplain hare to 
be toared. Preference, though, Is tor TERDAD, who has every 
chance on last Denson's 2m form with thn definite prospect 
ol improvement at thte longer m* 


2.10 


STRATHMORE WATBl MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f1 10yds 

1 3FPm GLOBAL tmEND(13B)JH Johnson 8 It 5 ASSfT«! 

2 005-» KBKTS COUNTRY p0)N Mason 6 H 5 lAGCoutor 

3 G6FPD RADICAL RffORM fl) N Itoson 8 115 RChsest 

4 005/THOnMTOUNHOUSE(Pn)JGelde5lt5 ADebbbi 

5 31^VWJIAUA(!!S9)(BRM‘bctu*r5115. BHOrt&V 

6 00- TOP SADff (F73) Ms M Rates! 4 11 3 

7 0D- AYBtN0tNS0(153) Ms D Thomson 5 110 LCTHera 

B C000- HEAYBSY THOUGHT (13^ M3DTtvreon71lO— DParicar 

9 04 CONTRAVENE (33) Bltoctaggnt 4 1> 12 B Storey 

-Bctoctored- 

BETTING: 3-1 'Rip SaM. 7-2 VaDnb, 9-2 Gtobri Legend, lOng** Coxv 
tr> 7-1 Comawoe, 12-1 ttmaat RMorre, Theratoun Hawn. 2S-1 atfws 

FORM VERDICT 

Tto ran be whittled down to just three Top Saint i& the weak- 
est o( them and Glotj^ L*gend is tsr from certain tc recap- 
ture tost seasons best form. So the way may be dear for 
piemteng bumper wtmer VALHALLA to mto® a wiring debut 
twerludee. 


| a -m l SUZANNE BELL 21 ST BIRTHDAY 
H’CAP HURDLE (D) £5,000 2m 110yds 


1 tC2l- KING OF THIEVES (15Q ^9^ C Man 6 it B — 9 

2 -PS53PTm«SrifAITCHpSJ{aJ)JGQldB6113 S TDytor 

3 GOB- INDIANA PKNCESS(F2Q(D)MttMlteaby 5 11 2 — PMnb 

4 FCU6/P COURT NAP (8) Qj) Lady Camel 6 OG JBnHIntng 

5 ROBB BEN DANCER (isfl (CO) JH Johnson 6 « 1t._ A P McCoy 

6 22834- WLBUEKWG (180) (D)P MtXffllfte Oil ADoMWl 

7 1-4Q2 RmCHBa (20) (DJ C Gram 7 1> 7 R&fffe 

B P6R40 SPRING LOAD63 (34) (D) DNcSan 7 1)0 DVbtco 

-Sdedared- 

Untrun ttolgU: !0tt fir» Aoxtcap ntVght Spring LcedBd 9s 6b. 
BETTMG: 9-4 Indtona Prtncaaa, 3-1 Ktog OdNwcs. 7-2 Kteiua Ktag, 
5-TKtorriwre. «M EOmOmsM, 18-1 Spring TtotoTnOch, 

Court Wp 

FORM VERDICT 

King Ol Thieve* wfl be popriar but KILBUE KING may be 
up to baatog him to receipt of a szesbfe weight concesetei 
The ttter is writ netfrted on the pick of test seasons farm 
The other major contender. Kierchem, wated have a good 
chance on he Market Raeanttwd to ThunderpoW. but dd 
not proTees from tha last time ouL 


2.40 


TRAVALOriFLOYKENT GROUP HUTSLE 


(CLASS D) HMMOadded 3YO 2m 1 10yds 

1 TVamTMAtSmXEftMM-hatnarV V BHrrtos 

2 Ml UPTHECLAREG>(12)(D) JJONriD 3 R McGrath P) 

3 0 BATLHAU (3^ J Gdde V B — APMcCoy 

4 4RWnrUWEWDNol«!XHJ DJHcMV 

5 FQBCS LBELJHzGenld BO — RSarrSy 

6 HUSSAR (Fio) CThonten o V MRetor 

7 65 LUDB1H(B) Ptfcrtolth ® T) -ADofctea 

8 SLEH*rHABV(no) WKampBtt BAwdl 

9 DIE BREAK (mCttniVD RJefaenB 

« TWSTlflffCra^ Bffecbee»1*6- Bfflorey 

8 TOTAL TOOTOfl 19) ttaS Barter* t)5Jlr It BratoreR 

-11 dretared- 

BETTING: M CMttag Amtaka, tel Up The Ctorets, S-1 Ftort LM, n-2 
Forty Lore. 41 ledare, IM Tie Break, IbW Thtjte, in Mban 

FORM VERDICT 

UP THE CLARETS Is the MMtf wnr*r. A reproduettor ol 
tea bedc-to-lorm last time out win at Bangor wfl mate him 
hoid to boaL thou^i the tastor ground tea worry. 


4.40 


WHEATSHEAF CATERING NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 added 2m 

T .MS CLASSC05ST(2S) Ms5(.ftjBac47DB. — RJMnavnB 

2 06633- DAHZA(1SS) Niter 6 BC RGueri 

3 14BI2 BNOOWHENT ftS) (D) J J OT*i 6 13 6L — RMcGWh(S)B 

4 /SPED- PEPPER POT BOY (17S) Ms M Fteetoy 6 1J C PMvau 

5 SPAM SPECTRE BROUN mOMdanB DC DVKO 

6 tE2UU RADGE NCSPLASH (2Q (U) J M Jefferson 6 W 7 -Glbnney 

-Bdsdarad- 

BETTlNtt t4 Endowment. 9-1 Madge Mc^teh. 4-1 Peppor Pot Boy, 
8-1 Cleeile CM, IM Dana. 2M Spectre Broon 

FORM VERDICT 

Endowment made a ptomtatog chashig detxit to Bangor, but 

had a hard race and with the Juifang at Madge Mcsphwh 
a ratae for concern, a chance is taken with DAMZA, who 
tfraued far term swr hunfss and is the type to do bsilar 
ouer fences. 


5.10 


3.10 


DRESDNER KLE INWORT BENSON 
HANDICAP CHASE (E) £7,000 2m 

1 3DB AMYP0RT{1)(Q(C? AJiterthMB'fiD — BPoael 

2 m45-TOMBnOOEP54)(DMHJdwcn81112 APMeCoy 

3 36112 VWnGETAirnNGBt(U)(CD) JGottBfitifi A Dobbin 

4 3PWB AllfcH Y F Be)110)NMaaan9CC DGaBagher 

•liteW' 

BETTINGi 8-1 VUiga TMNngte M tea Brads, 3-1 Mtory Rred, 7C 
Any Pvt 

FORM VERDICT 

TOM BftOOIE whti cu r t A bon a Mate, nay be tha answer in 
at^artoi Utoua ttootetfarariirdmmThmjghVlntape'hB- 
thtgerb wtewig term has come M a tore tereL ha Is stfl the 
main danger a t a edot Any Part who waa wa» beaten owr 
3m hare yastarday nnd has never wan over a datenca ttte 
short 


ALBERT BARTLETT & SON STANDARD 
NH FLAT RACE (H) E2£00 2m 110yds 

1 4-G HEW DAWN (5) (D)(BF)CTTm«Ti 411 4 JlrJ Crowley P) 

2 WESTERTON J FteGeraid 5 T 4 ' Glee 

3 GAYLS AND ShOWSS Ite SBratfame4 11 2 

MrN (5) 

s 2-5 GWALDI LAD (96) II hternend 4 71 2 AkCBeemr^ 

5 STRONG BRAVE UTocJirter 4 11 2 CHcCnmiA^ 

6 6B SBOND AISDHBiT 9Q lady Cotad 5 n GABbi H tetag 

7 GWflrB?lMHCJMJhttrar4Dit TSdtffS) 

8 D-WIXATHY1® (133) R«r4 Dll 8 Drew* R 

-Bdedared- 

BETT1NG: 84 Haw Daan, 82 OtaakS Lad, 7-2 Wastanoo. 5-1 Genaer 
Ham. 12-1 Gaytoe And Staaare, 2M Strong Bmre, WSa Thpa, 26-1 
Second Aneodnwit 

FORM VERDICT 

OnevtwoBviy-ltxikngneMcantershamnallBBStllltet- 
erton. but form hares NEW DAWN eve a decart standard 
for them to supaas and a preferred 


RACING RESULTS 


GOODWOOD 
Going: Good to Fern 

2J0: (tn 4f men amattv riders handrap) 

1. PRAIRIE FALCON —Mr C B HRl»9-2 

2. BOtaddia Mr T McCarthy 8-4 fav 

3. Thateh m a a tar Mr J Crawley S-1 

Also ran: KM Rylng Ea^a Mysdc QuesL 
Opera Butt (BBi). n- 1 Mr Brenmhg, o-ia- 
betti (6Bi), 14-1 Tauten Boy («h). 20-1 Chi- 
Venb Chorea. 25-1 ThrskL 40-1 Lahab 
Nashwan. 

12 ran. 'h. a 3'A, stvhd. >A. (VWrewray cog 
(jyAbaOQUtofSeaHamer.tmtKdtiyBHk 
at Lamboum tor Mrs B Hfet- IbtK G47D; 
£22Q £taa £190 DF: C46D CSF: £14% 1H- 
cast £5126. 

3JJO: (tn 2yo maiden stakes) 

1. CANTA KE BRAVE J Raid 2-5 tav 

2_ Home Office Pat Eddery 8-1 

X Frank Lebo«ri-T G McLaughBn 16-1 
War* ram 7-1 Cope (Sth). 20-t Sword Ol 
Damoctes («h>. 66-1 Ctaesic Fighter (BOt). 
8 ran. i’/.. a 4, H 1 ’/^ (Whnarcheaintf coif 
by River Special out at Stubborn Star. 
trained by S Woods at Newmarket tor 
Dirayne^ Vfcods) TOe: £140; El2tt Ct6G OF: 
CUXX CSF; £334 NH: Celcurta King, FaL 


330: (71 2yo auction stakes) 

1. LOUGH SWI Li* Pat Eddery 8-1 

2. Herb Ot Grace Martin Dwyer 13-8 fav 

3. Bob's Prin caaa J Quinn 8-1 

Also ran: 5-2 Mt Specutettex e-i Mtosing 
led (Sth), 40-1 Southbound Train, 50-1 
Thomas Henry (4th). 66-1 Errtara do (Bth) 
B ran. Nk. 4, 1V-. V<. 3 'h- (Winner bay coC 
by Mutedbbrnan our oTfloocfinp, trained by 
B Hte a Lamboun tor John C Grant), 'tote: 
£20: E15Q CMQE13D DF: £690 CSF; CG2B 
NR: Sarepower Star. 

4.00: (tn 2f Listed Fbundadon States) 

1. DANISH RHAP800Y JPaul Eddery 8-1 

2. Cheater House K Fallon 2-7 fav 

3. Proper Blue S Sanders 25-1 

Also ran: 9-1 fanaesa (4th). 

4 ran. 'A. 3 3 (rinmarbaygekSngbyOane- 
nut out at Airimebdr. trained by Lady Har- 
ries at U ffie ha mpton tor Chris Hardy & 
FriendeLTota: E4S0. DF: £160 CSF: £630 
WfcMuhtafeL 

435: pi handrap) 

1. DANCING MYSTERY ~S Carson 12-1 

2. Rita's Rock Ape F Norton 16-1 

3. Chakra Pat Eddery 12-1 

4. Dande Flyer — T Quinn 20-1 

Alao ran: 4- 1 lav Eaten Pnphete 15£ Mbs 
Ht itf-i AppB Sauce. Broadway Melody 
(5th). -e-i Clan ChlaL 14-1 Facte Tiya Had 
Tone, 18-1 Bold Ftonbei, Prince Zandp 25-1 
Golden Pound Stock HI Dancer. 33-1 
[fencing Jack (Sth). Ensfish Lady: Forgot- 
ten Time* Lady Charlotte, 40-1 Going 


20 ran. 1 y«. Vs V-. nk, (Htanerbaygekl- 
ing by Bovehd out of BaObwo/tti Doncer, 
trained by E Wheeler at Pangboume tor 
Austn Stroud & Co Ufa). Tote: £060: 
£3001 £300, £270. £420. DF: £H73Q CSF: 
£16801 Trcasc £222202 

5.05: (Im daki#ig handrap) 

1. MOON AT NIGHT TSpnska 20-1 

2. Cherished P DM 5-1 fav 

3. Blaysanta D Griffiths 33-1 

4. in The stocks A Daly 14-1 

Also ran: 6-1 Share DeBgpL 7-1 Btdanfln, 
B-t HariecyinVtbk 12-1 Goiters Edge (BW, 
Donctag Lawyer; Desert Tkna. 14-1 Fawn- 
ing, I* Rough. Sher Harm «-l Aflciona- 
da 20-1 ftofley Spiiney, Sfar Of Rtog. 25-1 
Mbkm Hearts. Slrer Lining 33-1 A Breeze 
(5th), Mnsnsln Magic, Sandy Saddac 

21 ran. 17>. Zh, hd, 2'h, nk- (Wnnwgrey 
getatng by Pursuit Of Lavs out of La 
Wurayeva, trained byLGCattmBetGi- 
tarttptontorMre DJoly). Ibto: EB2.70: S17BQ 
£tsa £fifiG £44G DF: £27300 CSF: £OR2B 
Wcast £314237 1®: EuoDnklha Lad Eu- 
mM The Lad (H-1) was wltl at awn not m- 
der ordera RJa 4 apples n board prices' 
only, deduclion ot 5p in die pdinL 


SXc fen 21 3yo handrap) 

1. QUINTUS TQuhn 11-2 Iter 

2. Bonn Martin Dwyer 10-1 

X Bold Ktag N PoHard B-1 

4. Chief Cashier A Daly 8-1 

Also ran: 7-1 Bba Atagc. fake ATum (5th). 
B-i Fantasy right i2-i TtguKp w-i Jamor- 
in Dancer, Pay On Rsct ®-1 r 
The Gan-txfac 33-1 MonetaO-i I 
KtegstoU fifaza. lucky Myst 50-1 Appyebci 
Sammyb Shuffla Sergeant knp. Tbpaz. 

20 ran. Vh rh, 1 '/*, nk. 3 k QMnnor chestnut 
oolt by Sky Cfessfc out at SLperbe Dawn, 
trained by P Ode a Whatoorrbe tor Sr Garage 
fiteyridd lotto B850:Eieq £260 KUO £250 
DF: 01520 CSF: BBSS Incest E3253L 
Jackpot Not won: ESI5S22 carried toreUHd 
to Goodwood today. 

Ptanpot £41740 Quadpoh £28670 
Ptaca fc £ 23106. Plara 5: £16033 

CHESTER 

Going: Good 

2JtO: 1. J R STEVENSON (D htotwti) 
Evens tov; 2. Thnuslus 12-1; 3 Ma e 9-4 
8 ran. Nk, 5 (P Ovippte-Hynm. Menton). 
TWk £200; £150 £250 DF; 5TO2Q CSF; 
£12.73 NR: Thorns Gtem 
2ja 1. HADAUE JONES (J Graray) 16-1; 
2.9wrinoB-1; 3. Kira 7-2 tav 11 ran. Vs. 'L 
(A Muphy Scute Moton) Tbfa: CQ40: £350 
£2.10 E2.10 DF: £0450 CSF: £9623. 

X2tt T. AUTOCRAT & Cuharm) 8-1:2. Dte 
to 12-1; 3. Hadeqe 9-2 tav. 10 ran. 2'A, ’h. 
(M Channcn, Upper Lamboum). Ibts: £880; 
E2s4a £200. £170 DF: ES5.KJ. CSF: £6347. 
Tricast £45154 

350: 1. SANMAGOEDAGAIN (J Lore) 3-1 
tev; 2. Murchan Tyna 9-1; 3. Robbo 8 -l 12 
ran.Sh-hd.Tfr. (MWEasarby SherdtHuF 
fcn) Tbfa: £4Xt £200, £2.10 £200 DF: 
C33SQ CSF: C26S& Incest £16191 NR: 
Grand Cm. Tote Trffecta: £49310 
42ft 1. 34ILTS LUCK CHARM P Hcfemcfl 
Evens tev; 2. Hehredue h-1; 3. Chompur 
■n-EL 4 ran. a t % IS* Mchael Stoute, New- 
market). Tbte: C19G DF: £420 CSF: £953. 
455: 1. PIGEON (D Holand) 9-1 ; 2 Clasay 
Ctoo5-1;3LBBka»2. 13ren.4-1 tav Spurs 
Come. Nk, Vfr. (D Barker, Richmond) Tote: 
£9.70: £320. £2.10 £240 DF: D240 CSF: 
ESQ97. Tncast £22130 
Ptarapot £14450 Ouaripoc E245Q 
PtecaB: £5650. Ptaca 5: £3890 

PERTH 

Going: Good (Good to Finn In placaa) 
2.10: 1. TACTIX (5ks C Ford) B-1; 2 Pas- 
Btateie Dick 11-2; 2 Rfcm Ma|or 6-t 7 irei. 

2- 1 tav Coppeen Jewel J48i). 17, w. (R Fonf) 
-Mr OBO; £2JO £27 DF: £2350 CSF: E3W 
24ft 1. OUTON A PROMSE (R SlWfc) 4-i; 
2. Brambles May 46 fav; 3. Squkrk Oc- 
casion 25-1 B ran. l'fr. 20 (L Lingo) Tote: 
QUO; £180 Eltl £200 DF: EgflQ OT: £652. 
310: 1.TSANGA (M-CBranei) 5-1 ; 2. tWndy 
VaJtey 3-l;3 Ch a rnwood Jack KM 5 ran. 
9-4 far Head Chafeato. «. IQ (G Moore) Tbte: 
£490: £200. £190 DF: £730 CSF: £&«. 
340 3 L£ DEMSTAN (B Storey) 5-1; 3 Ufa- 
ter Bavatri 7-2; 3 S atem Beach 16-17 ran. 
9^ tav Any Ptyt i ’fr, 7 (»Ab D Thomson) 
"fete: ££00: £360 £2.10 DF: £1110 CSF: 
£1757. THcafiE E1K43 NR: Ctaesic Contact. 
4.10: 1. COMMANDER GLEN (B Haidrw) 

3- 1; 2 Arctic Fttx ty TI tev; 3 ManiiMten 
RaWxnr 33-1 6 ran. L 15. (M Hammond), 
■fett: CUD; £200 £UD DF: £230 CSF: ESS& 
440: 1.SANDABAR (Mr A DwnpMy) 54 bv: 
3 Marteol B-i ; 3 Gtridm Thunderbolt OL 
7 ran. 6. 1’fr. (Mrs M Reveley) Tota: MO; 
£220 £200 OF: £010 CSF; £1177. 
Plaoapot £5450 Quadpoc £1050 
Ptacetl: £5842 Ptaca % £1132 
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Mindless exploitation of the popular game 


FROM the extreme of Alan Har- 
daker’s reactionary declaration 30 
years ago that matches would not 
be televised live while he remained 
secretary of the Football League, to 
the bombardment we have come 
unde; 

This week the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association chief executive, 
Gordon Taylor; told a pay-per-view 
inference: “Tm in the business and 
even I'm saying: *Oh, no, not another 
live gam e*-" 

Taylor’s concern is understand* 
able. Sty’s transmission of tonight's 
tag encounter between Manchester 
United and Liverpool mates it 15 
live matches in 11 days on satellite 
and terrestrial channels. Even al- 
lowing for Sty's limited audience, 
this mindless exploitation of foot- 


ball's popularity should carry a 
health warning. 

Imagine a time in the future 
when students of sporting history 
go back to see where the rot set in 
for a game that had risen above all 
others. If so, who was to blame? 

The dubs, in their myopic faflnre 
to understand that greed brings its 

own retribution? Opportunists who 
saw football as a vehicle far personal 
prospoily?Aihnini£tratorsbliiidto 
the possSaEty of overkill? 

Perhaps all three. Certainly foot- 
ball is on dangerous ground if it be- 
lieves that there is no limit to what 
can be extracted from the public, 
both in ticket prices and television 
subscriptions. 

I was mentioning this the other 
day to a friend of many years, an 


Arsenal season-ticket holder who 
first watched them during the Sec- 
ond World War and still follows the 
game closely. What he does not do 
is switch on automaticaty whenever 
football is shown on television. 

“Of course, if it's my dub on the 
box Ita glued to toe screen, bid; oth- 
erwise it takes the best teams to get' 
my attention,’ be said. “Tm sure 
there are people so addicted to the 
game that they are suckers for 
everything that’s shown, but 1 dont 

know any” 

Another friend often worts on his 
stamp collection while keeping an 
ear cocked to the television com- 
mentary. “I know that the e xc itin g 
moments will be repeated in action 
replays, so I get on with what Fm 
doing,” he said. 



KEN. 

JONES 


There may be a lesson here for 
the dubs and their television pay- 
masters, people are coming tc> re- 
gard football on television as 
background entertainment, they 


are unlikely to subscribe on a 
matcb-to-match basis. 

The vibes I am getting corre- 
spond roughly to a decision taken 
personally when the Premier 
League took up with Rupert Mur- 
doch, tt was not onty to be selective 
about televised football, but to ra- 
tion the experience, 

Laten when appearing on a BBC 
ratfia programme, I discovered that 
the football Association's chief ex- 
ecutive, Graham KeDy had chosen 
a sfcmtar pdky. Kelly may hot re- 
member this, but I have it on a 
recording 

You can come across football 
managers who admit privately that 
they only watch televised matches 
from which valuable information 
may be gleaned, or those that 


promise to be exceptional “There 
is too much football on television,” 
the football Association's director 
of coaching, Howard Wilkinson, 
said when in charge at Leeds Unit- 
ed. A man of varied tastes, Wilkin- 
son feared the effect of overiDL 

Sty’s transmission of last Sun- 
day’s match between Arsenal and 
Manchester United included the 
usual hyperbolic references to 
forthcoming attradions: a foil week 
. of football an Murdoch’s channels. 
This made you wonder where the 
game is going, and what the future 
holds for it 

Anyone with half a grasp of sim- 
ple economics is bound to feel that 
the Football League’s proposed ex- 
periment with pay-per-view is ask- 
ing too much of potential 


subscribers. The average viewing 
XEJSffr matches shown ton [by 
Skv Snorts and the two mam ter- 
restrial channels are 
from last season. The recent Uefe 
Cup tie between Liverpool and 
Kosice readied only asm viewers 
when put out by Channel 5. 

What we have is a situabonthat 

■ _ t l _ n i l (WTA£i > rrtar KI1P- 
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at a dead goose, instead of golden 

e *^These are matches the viewer 
is getting free or on subscription, 
Taylor said. -What is going to hap- 
pen when they are asked to pay ' 
If football's negotiators have any 
sense, and sometimes you have to 
wonder, they should give that 
thought some serious attention. 


England coach sues newspaper as FA dismisses claims it did not authorise CD interview deal as ‘rubbish’ 

Hoddle’s call-up for his lawyers 




by Nick Harris 


GLENN HODDLE'S lawyer said last 
night the England coach was suing 
a national newspaper for suggesting 
he had jeopardised the football As- 
sociation’s commercial interests. 

Peter Baines, of Pictons SaKritors, 
said it had been alleged that because 
Hoddle has endorsed a series of CDs 
containing interviews with En gland 
players - each CD is introduced by 
Hoddle and has a player in an Eng- 
land kit on the cover-the FAhas lost 
out on commercial income. It has 
also been suggested, he added, that 
Hoddle’s endorsement of the CDs 
would cause the FA “major com- 
mercial embarrassment”. 

“The FA have confirmed that 
they have been fuDy aware of Glenn 
Hoddle’s involvement and that it has 
their blessing,” Baines said in a 
statement “The [newspaper article] 
is clearly calculated to discredit 
our client and to damage his repu- 
tation and we have been instructed 
to take legal action to obtain redress 
for our client." 

Hoddle’s derision to take legal ac- 
tion comes after several months of 
aitidsm about bis behaviour while 


HODDLE’S INCOME 


England coaching job 
£250,000 per year 
World Cup Diary 

£ 200,000 

*Sun’ Diary serialisation 
£ 200,000 

Mitre endorsement 
£50.000 

TV work 

Up to £50.000 per year 
CD endorsement 
Fee plus royalties 
All figures are estimates 


in charge of the national side. He 
was particularly vilified for using the 
faith healer, Eileen Dreweiy, in his 
squad’s preparations for France 
98, and for profiting from the publi- 
cation of his World Cup diary - 
complete with revelations about a 
number of current players. It ap- 
pears Hoddle now believes there is 
a campaign among some sections of 
the media to oust him from his job 
and he has taken the action to halt 
an escalation in allegations about his 
conduct 

The FA moved to support Hoddle 
yesterday, dismissing claims that the 
CD endorsement had been unau- 
thorised as “absolute rubbish”. An 
FA spokesman, Steve Double, said: 
“We have been folly aware of Glenn's 
involvement in this and it doesn’t 
conflict in any way with our com- 
mercial policies. It is only a problem 



for us if a player or coach endorses 
a product in conflict with us.” Dou- 
ble added that all endorsements 
were scrutinised by the FA’s com- 
mercial department to ensure that 
they did not conflict with other 
sponsorships - a player advertising 
a breakdown recovery company 
company, for example, when Green 
flag already sponsors the national 
side. 

-Players and staff are free to en- 
dorse products as long as they are 
not in conflict,” Double said In the 
case of the CDs, he said: “We’re ef- 
fectively talking about an inter- 
view." 


The CDs, which feature players 
such as Paul Ince and Teddy Sher 
ingham and mate dear that they are 
“not official products of the football 
Association”, are essentially record- 
ed magazine-style interviews. 

The only accusation that might 
still be levelled against Hoddle is that 
he is profiteering from his position 
as England coach. His solicitor, 
however; said his client's business 
interests are not extensive and they 
are all legitimate. The England 
coach is a non-executive director of 
the Lychgate Sanctuary, the clinic 
run by his friend, Dreweiy, but he 
does not profit from it, according to 


Baines. Hoddle is also a director of 
three other companies, but their sole 
function, said Baines, is to handle his 
commercial income The Sanctuary 
is currently applying for charitable 
status and Baines added that Hod- 
dle was entitled to earn money from 
other sources. 

“When you are apublic figure and 
commercial opportunities come 
your way, it’s not surprising to take 
some of them,” he said. 

Dennis Roach, Hoddle’s agent, 
denied that the En gland coach has 
abused his position for financial 
gain. “Between last December and 
the World Cup, Glenn Hoddle could 


have made himsetf thousan ds but he 
knocked it back to concentrate on his 
job coaching the England football 
team,” Roach said. He added that 
Hoddle had turned down offers of ad- 
vertising work that may have netted 
him hundreds of thousands of 
pounds, inclu ding commercials -for 
Sainsburys, a cola company, and a 
car manufacturei; among others - 
and had also turned down a lucra- 
tive television commercial for the 
sports equipment maker; Mitre. 

Apart from his diaiy and its seri- 
alisation, however Hoddle does have 
incomes from several sources. In ad- 
dition to money from his book, be 


makes money from the CD work, 
ton a contract with Mitre to have his 
name on footballs and football boots, 
and from television punditry on ITV 
Hoddle is not alone in being an 

Fngtond manag er who has profited 

while in charge of the national side. 
Bobby Robson and Tterry TfenaWes 
both wrote books while in charge, 
while Graham Taylor was reported- 
ly paid a large fee to take part in the 
notorious documentary that trailed 
him through his time in the job. Rob- 
son's and \fenables’ books differed 
from Hoddle’s, howevec in that tbqy 
were not controversial. Hoddle's mis- 
take was to his controversial 


and then have it serialised in the Sun, 
earning him another six-figure sum. 

It is not known how much Hod- 
dle was paid for endorsing the CDs, 
and it is not known how well they win 
sell. A spokesman for the manufac- 
turers, a subsidiary of a company ' 
called Going fora Song, said: “You’d 
struggle to find them anywhere at 
the moment” He added that a trial 
launch earlier this year, with the CDs 
priced at £4.99, would only be re- 
peated, perhaps by Christmas, when 
distributors could be found. The 
new price will be £2.99. for Hoddle, 
the price of involvement has led him 
to sue. 


Dicks defies the odds to 
make memorable return 


JULIAN DICKS was told he would 
never play football again by some of 
the world’s best doctors, but he was 
determined to prove thorn wrong. 
He did so in spectacular fashion in 
Tuesday night's Worthington Cup 
match when he signalled his return 
for West Ham against Northampton 
with a man-of-the-match perfor- 
mance at Upton Park. He also 
earned a familiar yellow card to truly 
underline his comeback. 

“I always knew I would play 
again,” said Dicks following his first 
appearance for 18 months. “People 
have got their own opinions but they 
should keep them to themselves be- 
cause they dontknowwhatlamfite. 

“The best surgeons in the world 
were Idling me my career was ova; 
but I was offered a chance to have 
pioneering surgery in the USA and 
went for it I sat down with Harry 
Redknapp, Peter Storrie and my 
agent Rachel Anderson about 15 
months ago and we discussed 
whether or not my career was over 


By tommy Staniforth 

“Then I went over to Alabama to 
see a surgeon called Janies An- 
drews. He said there was an opera- 
tion I could have but it was a 
one-in -10 chance of succeeding and 
a 60-40 chance it would get worse. 

When I came round from the anaes- 
thetic I was in absolute agony. That 
was my lowest moment but once the 

pam went 3 way I realised why I had 
done it All I want to do is pity foot- 
ball.” 

Dicks got a fantastic reception 
from the 25,000-strong crowd on 
Tuesday and wearing the captain's 
armband he was inspirational from 
the first whistle. The only disap- 
pointment was that although he 
helped the Hammers win 1-0 it was 
not enough to prevent them going 
out of the competition 2-1 on ag- 
gregate. 

“Where football is concerned I 
don’t need motivating;" said the 30« 
year-rid left-back. “Itbasbeenakmg 


time. I went out there and I knew I 
would getagood reception -although 
I didn't think it would be that good - 
and that is all I need- The adrenalin 
started flowing. 

“After the first five minutes I was 
shattered But the longer it went on 
the better I felt Although we won 1-0 
it was a bad night for the dub. But 
for me it was a memorable night . 
It is just nice to be playing again. p 

Dicks’ performance has almost 
guaranteed his place in the team 
against Southampton on Monday. “I 
shall have a couple of days off to let 
the knee settle down and hopefully 
I shall pity on Monday But there are 
a lot of great players here now and 
you hare to realty fight hard for your 
place in every game," he said. 

Redknapp, toe West Ham man- 
ages; is realty to pick him again and 
said “After a performance like that 
it is difficult to leave Mm out of our 
next game. 1 shall have to find a 
place for him. I carft speak highly 
enough about what Julian has 



Smith splashes 
out on Simonsen 


STEVE SIMONSEN may have be- 
come Britain’s most expensive goal- 
keeper yesterday -but he knows toat 
his price tag alone will be no guar- 
antee of a place in the Everton first 
team. 

The England Under -21 interna- 
tional also became toe country’s 


Dicks: Risky knee operation 


achieved. To come back and pity 
again after the horrific surgsy he 
has been through, and without hav- 
ing trained, he is a freak 
“Fifteen months ago we sat in my . 
office and he said he was finished, 
his knee was knackered. The oper- 
ation was a last-ditch attempt, and 
even after it the doctors said he’d 
□ever pity again. It shows how 
much diaracterhehas, and why he 
is one ri the all-time great West Ham 
players.” 


moved to Goodisan Park for £3^m 
from Trarimere Rovers yesterday 
after months of negotiations. 

Simonsen does not eapect to go 
straight into &e ride for Saturday’s 
home game with Blackburn. 
Thomas Myhre, the Howard Kendall 
purchase who took over from 
Neville Sou thall last season, is the 


- and Snnonsen is sure he will have 
to wait for his chance. 

The Norwegian international 
Myhre. who cost £800,000 last No- 
vember; has been put under in- 
tense pressure by the arrival of 
SanOnaen as the Everton manager, 
Walter Smith, took his spending to 


more than asm since assitmi'Qg the 
reins in the summer. Simonsen 
said: “Thomas has come in and done 
a good job. I’ve been watching Mm 
and he’s been brilliant since he ar- 
rived to take over from Neville 
Southall last season. It will be good 
competition for me, and I know 
Thomas feels the same way 
about it 

“Obviously I’d love to be thrown 
in, but if Thomas keeps his form up 
there is nothing I can do. It will be 
a case tf just capping away and hop- 
ing I get the chance." 

Simonsen spent time training 
ategside Myhre at Everton last sea- 
son, and has also had special coach- 
ing from Southall at Tfcanmere. Now 
he has toe chance to take over from 
them both. Simonsen added: “The 
fee doesn’t bother me, you tend not 

to think about that AH I want to do 

is get down to my work." 

Simonsen has made a swiff rise 
to prominence, having played fewer 

toan 40 League games for Thanmere. 



Simonsen: Awaits his rhanr^ 

He forced his way into 
Aldridge's side last season al 
a new club record of seven co 
utive deansheets. At 6 ft 2 in, h< 
a reputation for the ability to 
mand his area. 

Simonsen added: “It’s been 



me uhck ena anas 

I always felt rd like to mov 

Tm settled in the area nc 
don't even have to move he 


0 










THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday 24 September 199 s 


SPORT/29 





r 


Coaches 

oppose 

super 

league 





I; ri-«5 
■: » i *"• 

•■’Till" WIL 




r.i lii- it i l - 




i i twnrr 


idM JiilU: 
. «• rh. 

il% 

trv-«VT‘ \m 
jmrflfcr nj 

i:tP OB* !*;»“ 
itn! i 


r . EUROPE'S LEADING national 
coaches said .yesterday that a 
i- super league would act against 

1- - - the interests of international 
• football. 

.■ At the end of a three-day 
c ~~— | Uefa conference, the top coacb- 
ninW. es called on both the European 
governing body and interna- 
4r) tional governing body, Fife, to 
£ t^./i protect -national teams from 
*■ what they said were purely 
commercial interests. 

“The introduction of private 
- - commercial leagues could spell 
the end of national te ams and 
the public should be aware of 
. .. the threat to the future of the 
game at international level,” the 
- coaches said in a statement 

The Milan-based media 
sales group Media Partners 
hopes to launch the newSuper 
League featuring 36 European 
. dubs in 2000. The competition, 

. . will genera te $2bn t£i.2bn> a 
year in revenue, it predicts. 

Delegates from 50 Uefa 
. member associations attending 
■■ /g the conference said Uefa and 
Fife should pave the way for 
-greater cooperation between 
football dubs and the national 
; sides. 

! The coaches also hit out at 
the controversial “Golden 
Goal” knock-out rule, saying it 
was an unsporting and incor- 
rect way of deciding the out- 
come of a game. 

The Uefa general secretary 
Gerhard Aigner, said that the 
European body would take the 
coaches' points on board but 
j-^gwas not considering dropping 
Ll3the rule. 

Referees' interpretations of 
certain aspects of the laws of 
the game need to be unified and 
professional refereeing should 
be introduced, the coaches 
>— said. 

^ They pressed for unified cri- 

teria on issues such as tackling 
-i from behind as weB as concepts 
• ' like "passive offside" [not in- 
terfering with play] to avoid 
confusion. 

“Ifyou are going to introduce 
a modification, then people 
should know a season in ad- 
vance so leagues and coaches 
can get used to it," Andy Rox- 
burgh, the Uefa te chni c a l 
director and former Scotland 
manager, told a news confer- 
ence. 

The coaches also called for 
a second round with group 
matches in World Cup finals in- 
stead of the current system 
where there is a knock-out 
phase after the first round. 

The former French coach 


Holyfield 
overture 
to Lewis 


THE WORLD Boxing Associa- 
tion and International Boxing 
Federation heavyweight cham- 
pion. Evander Holyfield, has 

I said he wants to fight Lennox 
Lewis but has hedged his bets 
on a Mike Tyson rematch. 

Holyfield has just defended 
his IBF title with an uncon- 
vincing points win over the un- 
tended Vaughn Bean. His next 
opponent is scheduled to be 
jHeniy Akinwande. while I^wis 
will this weekend put his title on 
the line against Croatia's Zeljko 
Mavrovic in Connecticut 
Holyfield said of Lewis, the 
1 Worid Boxing Council champi- 
on: “I'm looking forward tofight- 
; ing him. He's a wanted man.” 
;The promoter Don King has 

also described Lewis as "want- 

led”. and any deal could be 
J worth £135m to Holyfield for the 
j chance to unify the major belts. 

Ty 50 ” must undergo psy- 
•’* 1 chiatric tests before a Nevada 
5 | Athletic Commission panel will 
* .1 consider ending the ban im- 

^ posed upon him last year for bit- 

9 ing Hoiyfiekfs ear in a title fight 
■ Holyfield, with two victories 

m ^eady over the former cham- 
jhon, said he would fight Tyson 

again ifhe could regain a heavy- 
weight title. “If he becomes a 
champion again, I guess I will 
have to," Holyfield said. 


By derrick Whyte 

Aimfi Jacquet who stepped 
down after steering Fiance to 
their first World Cup triumph, 
was given a special award by 
the Uefa president Lennart 
Johansson. The Croatia 
Miroslav Blazevic, whose team 

secured third place in the Wbrid 

Cup finals in France, »i«n re- 
ceived an a ward. 

Barcelona issued a hands-off 
warning to dubs eyeing their 
15-year-old Nigerian striker 
Hauruna Babangida by slap- 
ping an 800 million pesetas 
(£3.3mj, price tag on him on 
Wednesday. 

Haurana, the younger broth- 
er of Ajax Amsterdam and 
Nigerian international striker 
Tijani Babangida, became the 
youngest person in S panish 
league history to have a buy-out 
danse inserted into his contract 

The 15-year-old is currently 
playing for the Barcelona re- 
serve team in the Spanish sec- 1 
ond division but after 
impressing during pre-season, 
many observers expect him to 
be incorporated into the first 
team squad during the De- 
cember “transfer window”. 

Ironically, the man whose 
place he could be taking is his 
compatriot Emmanuel Am- 
m unfke, who has a long term 
knee injury and is likely to 
miss the rest of the Spanish 
season. 

Babangida, who celebrates 
his 16th birthday on October l, 
has hit the headlines in Spain 
not just for his playing ability. 

Last season he scored 37 
goals in 21 games for 
Barcelona's youth side- which 
also led to some controversy. 

Injured in one match, he 
was sent to hospital for X-rays 
which some critics said showed 
that bone scans taken indicat- 
ed he was at least three years 
older than the date claimed by 
the Catalan club. 

Barcelona dub doctors 
shrugged off the controversy hy 
saying Babangida was “well 
developed for his age”. 

The Hungarian authorities 
said yesterday that they will in- 
troduce a compulsory identity 
card scheme for supporters 
from next season in a bid to 
curt) a wave of hooliganism. 

Attila Kovacs, the president 
of the Hungarian Football Fed- 
eration, said that only fans wife 
the card would be able to buy 
tickets or enter stadiums. 


BADMINTON 

The National Lottery is to award 
El. 3m to the Badminton Associa- 
tion of England for their Worid Class 
Performance Programme. 

BASEBALL 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: New Ybrk Vinhees 
10 Cleveland 4 (first oomel: NY Yankees 
5 Cleveland 1 (second gome): Boston ! 1 
Tampa Bay 2; Toronto 7 Baltimore 3: De- 
troit 14 Kansas City 4; Chicago White Sc«c 

4 Minnesota 1. Texas 9 Anaheim 1; Seat- 
tle 7 Oakland 6. 

EAST DIVISION 

W L Per. GB 

•NY Yankees 109 *8 694 

Pinion flfl 69 -561 21 

Toronto 85 73 .538 2*7. 

BaRlmorv 78 79 .497 31 

Tampa Bay 63 94 .401 *6 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

-Ctaretaad.. -88 69 .561 - 

Chicago WbIM Sex77 80 -490 11 

Kansas Ctty „~-71 85 .455 16V> 

Minn— ota —66 91 420 22 

5SSr___ —63 95 .399 25’/, 
WEST DIVISION 

■ fcnas 85 72 .541 

Anaheim 83 74 .529 2 

Seattle 74 82 .474 1 0V, 

Oakland 71 86 452 14 

* won ctnMon 

NATIONAL LEAGUE; Philadelphia 10 
Gnomon 8: Atlanta 4 Florida 1 : Montreal 

5 New Ybrk M«s 3: Arizona 8 Colorado 
6: Cnlcago Cutis 5 Milwaukee ftStto ng 
a Houston 0; San Francisco I 4 Pittsburgh 
2; Los Angeles 3 San Diego 2. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

28,000 

The number of 
letters sent to 
Manchester United 
shareholders by the 
Shareholders United 
Against Murdoch 
group, urging them 
to oppose the mooted 
takeover by BSkyB. 



The Chicago Cobs’ Sammy Sosa crashes into catcher Bobby Hughes daring Tuesday night’s game at Mflwaukee. Sosa remained on 63 home runs 

Yankees close in on all-time wins record 


THE NEWTfarkT&ntees are just 
one win away from breaking a 
dub record vriiich has stood for 
71 years after sweeping both 
games of a double-header with 
the Central Division champi- 
ons, the Cleveland Indians, on 
TUesday. They won their 108th 
and 109th matches of the sea- 
son to stand within one victory 
of fee 1927 Yankees record of 
110 wins. 

In the afternoon opener, 
rookie Shane Spencer belted 
two home runs and Tino Mar- 


tinez end his batting drought 
with a home run and four runs 
batted in as the Yanke es out- 
slugged Cleveland 10-4- 
Spencer smacked solo 
homers off the Indians pitcher 
Dave Burba in the second and 
fourth innings. The Yankees 
manager; Joe Tbrre, said; “1 
just wanted to get him some at- 
bats and he’s opened some 
eyes with the power he’s 
shown.” 


Scott Brosius also slammed 
a pitch out of the park fix: the 
Yankees, who have now 
slugged 201 home runs this 
season, the second-highest 
total in fee chib’s history. The 
Yankees blasted 240 home runs 
in 1961 when Roger Maris and 
Mickey Mantle combined for 
115. 

In the second game, Ricky 
Ledee drove in three runs as 
the Yankees won 5-L 
New York now need to win 
three of their remaining five 


games to eclipse the 1954 In- 
dians’ American League record 
of 111 victories. 

The Yankees’ Chifi Davies 
said: “It’s something that’s 
reachable and with only five 
games left Why not go for it? 
That will leave us on a very 
sweet note gang into the play - 
offs.” 

At Anaheim, Rick Helling 
became fee third 20-game win- 
ner in the m^jor leagues as the 
Texas Rangers opened a two- 
game lead in the American 


League Wsst with a 9-1 rout of 
the Angels. 

The Rangers went into fee 
three-game showdown tied for 
first place with Anaheim and 
have come up with back-to-back 
9-1 victories. 

Helling (20 wins 7 losses) 
joined Tbm Gtavine of Atlanta 
and Roger Clemens of Toron- 
to as baseball’s 20-game win- 
ners. 

In Seattle, Ken Griffey Jnrhit 
his league-leading 54th and 
55th home runs of the season 


and put himself in some very 
lofty company by reaching 140 
RBI for fee third consecutive 
season as fee Mariners edged 
the Oakland Athletics 7-6. 

Griffey smacked a solo blast 
in fee third inning off Jay WHa- 
sick and sparked a three-run 
fifth inning with another solo 
shot Griffey, who also scored 
the winning run in the sixth, 
joined Yankee legends Babe 
Ruth and Lou Gehrig as the 
only players ever to compile 140 
RBI in three seasons running. 


Festina rider sues over substance abuse claims 


LAWYERS FOR the French cy- 
clist Bichard Vfceaque said yes- 
terday feat they plan to file a suit 
against WSlfy Vbet, the former 
Festina physiotherapist who 
accused the rider trf drug abuse. 

“We are dearly going to file 
a complaint against him,” 
Gilbert Collard. Virenque’s 
lawyer; said go French television. 


EAST DIVISION 

W L PCX. GB 

-ACUnca 102 56 .646 

NT Mats 88 70 .557 14 

PMbdefpbta -73 84 .465 287« 

Moot real. 63 94 .401 3S’/> 

Florida 51 106 .325 SOV> 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

“Houston. . — 99 59 .627 

Chicago Cote 88 70 .557 11 

SC Loots _80 77 .510 18V> 

Cincinnati —74 84 468 25 

Mtaanfcee 72 85 .459 26V» 

Ptecatmrgb - — — 69 88 .439 29’/> 
WEST DIVISION 

“San Die go 96 62 .608 

San Rrancfsco 85 72 .541 10*/, 

Los Angelos 80 77 ,51015Vi 

Colorado 75 83 .475 21 

Arizona 63 95 .399 33 

■ won division 

BASKETBALL 
MBIPS EUROLEAGUE Grasp C“ UIKer- 
spor (Turj 62 KK Zadar (Croa) 55. 


BOXING 

PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (Now 
Ybrk); Wwiwttonal Boring Federation 
HriMetgte <*omptonsfafp: 5 Mosley 
(US. holder! tit Eduardo Morales lArg) ref 
5th. World Bontag Union mpor-ftoatb- 
erwe ia pt c KMiit ito fnfcht : A Manfteqy 
noKterJUJ Brown (US} pts. Vacant WBU 
Junior Flyweight championship: M 
Make pula (5AJ hr R tomes (Dorn Rep) d*o 
Mi. 

CYCLING 

TOUR OP snwi tutfi stage (223 tan, 
Lena to Salamanca): 1 F GuW (It) Po>0 
5hr SUrrxn 39sec 2 P van Petegem (Bel) 
TVM: 3 M Zberg (Swft) Post Swiss: * A 
1th mil (Bel) Ukccc 5 L Dierctaens (B4) 
Lotto: 6 S SmetanJne (Rus) VI cal loo Se* 
euros 7 A Edo {Sp) Kelme; 8 G Raimon- 
di (it) Brescia lac: 9 E Anguica (Sp) 

Esiepana: 10 D Bramstl (It) Mapei: 11 N 
Aehersold (5 wit) Post Swiss: 12 P 


FOOTBALL 
m Carling moiirasHp 

Manthesw UM v Liverpool (8.0) 

PONTIUS LEAGUE First DfefftoK 
Barnsley * Burnley (7.0): Coventry v 
Grimsby p,0);MaraJiea«rOtyvSlieflleld 
Wednesday (6.45). 

SPEEDWAY 

ELITE LEAGU1: Ipswich v Wolverhamp- 
ton (7.30): Swindon v BeHe Vue (7.30) 
PREMIER LEAGUE: Peterborough v 
A><eraESEwp.45): Sheffield* He of wight 

(7-451- 

OTHER 5PORTS 
EOUESTRWBSM: Horse of the Year Show 
(at Wembley Arena). 


u WBy Vbet is fee accused 
who has become the accuser, 
the pyro maniac who the fire- 
men want; fee thief who cries 
robbery," he said. 

Voet accused Virenque, one 
of France’s top cyclists, of tak- 
ing fee same substances as 


Ovmteur (Fr) Cmnu 13 G Venti (US) Cao- 
dna Tollo: 14 P Gougot (Fr) Cadno: 15 A 
Galdeano (Sp) Eusfcalcd: 16 S Commes- 
50 pn Saeco; 17 L Broehard (Fr) Lotus: 
18 D davera (Sp) Vltallcio Segirros: 19 
O Camenzmd (Swlc) Mspel; 20 M Aerts 
(Bel) Lotto all same Bme. Lhk&s enr- 
■U standi ngs: 1 A Olano (Sp) Sanesto 
79hr Omxn lbsec; 2 LJalaberT (Fr) ONCE 
+22sec 3 J M jlmtaez (Sp) Banesto+31; 
4 F Escartln (Sp) Kelme +38: 5 A Zulle 
(SwU) Lotus +2 min 12sec 6 Clavero 
+2:1 7: 7 R Hems (Sp) Kelme *2:36: 8 
Galdeano +3:04: 9 L Armstrong (US) U5 
Postal +3:20: 10 Camenzind +4:10: 11 
J Caste/Wanco (Col) Aviana +4:24: 12 R 
Virenque (Fr) Locus +452: 13D Plaza (Sp) 
Cofklls 6»1 : 1 4 M SetpeflM (U) Brestlalat 
+6:52; 15 M Serrano (Sp) Kelme +6:54; 
IS J L Rubtera (Sp) Kelme +7:09: 17 F 
G Casas (Sp) Lotus +8:33: 18JOdriozola 
(Sp) Banesto +9.-03: 19 G Slmoni (It) Can- 
ana Tbfto +11:36; 20 M Beltran (SpJ 
Banesto +12:41. 

FOOTBALL 

Sao Paulo’s Nelslnho became che 
ninth coach to lose his iob since the 
Brazilian championship began in ear- 
ly August when he resigned yester- 
day. Neisinho. whose reign lasted 
seven months and included one ma- 
jor title, walked out after dub di- 
rectors dismissed several of his 
assistants in die wake of Sunday's 
humiliating 7-2 defeat by Por- 
tuguese 

Thorsten Legal, the VfB Stuttgart 
midfielder. Is to undergo surgery on 
his right Achilles tendon ana is ex- 
pecred to be out of action until the 
end of the year. 

Claus Nielsen, a defender with the 
Danish Superleague dub Vborg. has 
been put up for sale after a Train- 
ing incident left his team-mate 
Claus Struck with two missing teeth 
and a broken jaw. Newspapers re- 
ported that Nielsen, who joined the 
dub three weeks ago. punched 
Struck in the face. Nielsen said the 
inddent was an accident during a 
tough fight for the ball. 

TRANSFER TRIBUNAL FTE: Stephen 
(Kin (mkUiclda) Aberdeen to Newcas- 
tle (£650,000). 

TRIAL.- Jam Santee (mfclfteldef ) Nan- 
cy (Fr) to Wrexham. 

ICE HOCKEY 
TUesOWTSUCTE RESULTS: Emnean 
Laagiw: Manchester Storm 4 lives um- 
pere 2. Besson ft Hodras Cop Granp 

G Telford 5 Edinburgh 2. 

POOLS DIVIDENDS 
UTTLEWDOOS Yteble cten«ir 24m 
£106.042-25; 23 £601.10: 22 £32.30; 
21 £9.95. Four draws £14.05. Ntes 
horns £235.75, H*n £29.10. 

HatP-daw (20pts wax): £88 40. 


other members of the Festina 
team that was expelled from the 
Ttnirde France. 

“How dare Richard say to 
me he doesn't take drugs,” 
Vbet said in an interview pub- 
lished on Tuesday by fee news- 
paper Le Parisian. “He takes 
fee same products as the other 
racers - no more, no less." 


VERNONS TMIC chance: 24pts 
£27,923.10: 23 £308.15; 22 E45.20. 
ZETTEKS 1MM chance: 24pC5 
£34.312.45; 23 £94.35: 22 £6.00: 21 
El .00. Foot draws £10. TO. BgtKhomx 
£37.00. Four aways £3.00. Ban si* 
£37.00. A8 draws txcbte dunoe: 24pte 
£1 96.85: 23 £1 .95. Lucky numbers 5 
34 1 14 1 8 9. 

BRJTTENS Treble chancer 23 pcs 
£310.00: 22 £6.35: 21 £1.00. Fotw 
drams £89.00. H*bC homes £17.50. Ra 
a w a ys £ 1 1 .00. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

The Sydney-based St George Drag- 
ons, one of Australia’s oldest clubs, 
is to merge with the Iflawarra Steel- 
ers In 1 999. The new club will be 
known as the St George-1 1 lawarra 
Dragons and will play its home 
matches out of both Kogarah and 
WoUon&Kig. The merger reflows the 
National Rugby League's stated in- 
tendon to reduce che number of its 
teams from 20 to 1 4 by the turn of 
the century and has offered finan- 
cial incentives and long-term con- 
tracts In an effort to persuade 
other dubs to form mergers. 

RUGBY UNION 
TUESDAY'S L«e RESUITS: HfcHIt N*- 
tfooal Laagoe First DMsIok Llan- 
dovery 32 Rumney 20: Maesteg13 fendu 
15: Pontypool 22 South WatesPohce 10: 
Tredegar 38 UWtC 35. Hfarid Cup tadllc 
Zone cpnBfytng (Canberra, AusJ: Aus- 
tralia 74 tonga 0 : Rjl 26 Western Samoa 
18. 

SAILING 

OUMPK (LASSES REGATTA (SydOUft 
Hlttdq):ScftgaMjiftirlMdn 
or the match radog): Pool A: A 
Beadsworth. R Sydenham. A Stead (GB) 
2 wins. 1 loss: T Rev. T Burnham, D Bren- 
ner (US) 2-1; P Prod. P Rambeau. J-M 
Dam (Fr) 2«1 ; C Miles. A Ralfieu A Hunn 
(Aus) 1-2: B Abbatr. J Abbott, B Boston 
(Can) 1-2: J MaWlo, E Hefnonen, S Tam- 
mlnen (Rn) 1-2. Pool B:H VbCen.MAu- 
gustson. J Same (Swe) 3-0: J Sdidmann. 

1 Borfcowsh. G Bahr (Gcr) 2-1; R Davis. 
A Smith. M Hauser (NZ) 2-1; N wictey, □ 
Edwards. J Grace (Aus) 1-2; M Hayes. S 
Jaw. J Mayb (AusJ 7-2; M Geten. CGetort 
A Sommarfva Qt) 0-3. Laser (after eigftt 
races vrith teuardlrl R Scheldt (Bra) 

2 7pts; 2 M Bbcktwn (Aus) 30; 3 B Afaisae 
(GB) 32. Other Briffste 17 M Urtlejohn 


The fifestina team was 
kicked out of this year’s Iburde 
Finance after admitting to the 
systematic use of fee banned 
substance erythropoietin. But 
Virenque has consistently de- 
nied using the drug and has 
urged authorities not to take 
dLscsplmaiy action against him. 
\foet said only three members 


Phftppe and T Cartou (Fr) 37. British: 11 
C Draper and D Newman 53: 13 N Rogers 
and 1 GtanRekt 53. 470 mobmb (after 
scran races with dtocard): 1 N Blrim- 
er and W Bwlle (Get) ISpre: 2 FSafvaand 
ESahra (111 28; 3 S TTuebel and C Gross- 
er (Ger) 29. BrfcMu 5 B Raggau and 5 
Webb 3 1 . Mttral men (after ntes races 
■rith dtorard): 1 A McIntosh (NZ) 24pts; 
2 L lOeppIch (Aus) 31: 3 J-P TbWn (NZ) 
36. BrtlMht 7 D Tldey 66.3; 23 B Prof- 
fin 176. 88stral women (after eight 
races Wftn ttecarif): 1 B Kendall (NZ) 
ZSpts: 2 F Merrec (Fr) 28: 3 J Crisp (Aus) 
35. British: 9 C Johnstone 57. 49er (afi- 
arebbt races wiUMSscard): 1 A and 
I Bud gen (GB) 20pts: 2 C Nicholson and 
E Smyth (Aus) 27: 3 J and G Boyd (Aus) 
33. Other British: 9 P Brotherron and 
N McDonald 61. 

SQUASH 

The venue for this year's World open 
championship, already moved from ! 
Bombay to Bangalore; has been 
shifted out of India because of con- 
cern over the safety of players. The 
tournament will now be held m 
Doha. Qatar, from 29 November to 
5 December. The concern sur- 
rounded Pakistan players, most no- 
tably the former worid No 1 Jansher , 
Khan. With political and rettelous ten- 
sion betweeri India and fttastan run- 
ning high, there were rears For the 
searity of MusSm players cakkig part 

In a tournament in a Hindu area. 

TENNIS 

Monica Sties, the defentflng champ- 
ion. sent Naoko Sawamatsu into re- 
tirement yesterday with a 6-3. 3-6. 
6-3 defeat at the Princess Cup in 
Tokyo. The win put the second seed 
Into the quarter-finals but it brought 
down the curtain on the Sawamat- 
su's career, which started In 1990 
and Included four WTA titles. Sawa- 
matsu had deckled to retire because 
she had lost her desire to compete. 
MlYA PRINCESS CUP nbkyo) Stiigtt*, 
Hrst nrand: A Huber (Ger) bt N (Oyrru- 
ta (Japwi) 6-3 3-6 6-0: A Koumikaa (Rus) 
bt A Gera (a Rep] 6-2 6-1. Samd 
raand: T Tiidsussm (Thai) be H Nagyo- 


of fee nine-man Festina team, 
Christophe Bassons, Patrice 
Halgand and Laurent Lefevre, 
had not taken the drugs- 
He also accused Ffestina’s 
team doctor; Eric Ityckaert, of 
administering the drug-talting, 
claiming that if he was not 
available fee cyclists would in- 
ject themselves. 


YESTERDAY'S 

RE5ULT5 

PONTDCS LEAGUE Pruntar Dhrtstoo: 

Leeds Utd 0 Leicester Oty 1. Rm DM- 
ston: Port Vale 1 Ttanmere 0. Third W- 
riskNC Walsall 1 Hartlepool 1 ; Darlington 
1 Chester field 2; Hull 0 Carlisle 2. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Hrst Dtufsloa: Millwall 3 Wycombe 0. 

TUESDAY’S 
LATE RESULTS 
WORTHINGTON CUP Second round 
Second tag: Birmingham 6 Macclesfield 
0 (Birmingham win 9-0 on aggregate ); 
Bradford Gry 3 Halifax 1 U gg- 5-2): Cam- 
brtige Utd 1 Sheff Wed 1 ptog: 2- 1); Chart- 
ton 1 OPR 0 (A gg: 3-p): Chester 0 
Sunderland 1 (Agg: 0-4): Chesterfield 1 
Leicester 3 (Ago: 1-6); Crewe 2 Bristol City 


3 (Ago: 3-6); Luton 4 Ipswich 2 (AccAgg: 
5-4): Nottingham Forest 0 Leyton Orient 
0 (Agro 5- T^southerd 0 Coventry 4 (Aon- 
0-5t:Tranmere 3 Blackpool 1 (Agg: 4-3); 


West Ham 1 Northampton 0 (Agg: 1-2): 
Wigan 2 Norwich 3 (A gg: 2-4): Wimble- 
don 4 Portsmouth 1 Met' Agg: 5-3); 
Wolves J Bournemouth 2 (Agg: 2-3): 
Wycombe 1 Middlesbrough 1 (Agg; 7-3). 
FOOTBALL CONPBtENCE: Cheltenham 
1 Wotang 1; LeekARighdenA' M nrecarrtoe 
1 Doncaster 2: Wrilftig O Kettering 2. 


card}:! C Brouwer (Ne ift) 23pes 2 S 
SlNKk (Aus) 29: 3 M Matthysse (Neth) 
42pts. Britten 3 S Robertson 56. Tbr- 
nnda [after ntae raoen nrfdi dtacnrd):! 
D Burdock and J Forbes (Aus) 21pK 2 
A Kagara and W Moser (Aull 30; 3 F Le 
Peu tree and O Dou Bland (Br) 30. Brtttate 
11 B Sandeman and W Hamden 90. 470 
man (alter seven races wttb dteort}:! 
AMarinnoandMNunei (Por) Sips 2 J 
Come and J de la Fueme (Arg) 26: 3 G 


Coetzer (SA) 0-6 6-3 6-2: M Sties (U5) 
be N Sawamatsu (Japan) 6-3 3-6 6-3. 
WOHEBTS FUTURES EVENT (Sfllt- 
darfaadl Singles, lint rated: L Pertdns 
(GB) be EJdfs (G3) 6-4 7-5; G Gulttidn 
ffiin bt N Egorova (Are) 4-6 6-2 6-3: K 
Kamer (Geifbt £ Erbcwa (Cz Rep) 4-6 7- 
5 6-2: H Crook (GB) be L Herbert (GB) 6- 
4 6-7 6-4: N Wood house (GB) bt L Wood 
(GB) 6-3 6-2; J Dawson (GQ) bt N Payne 


(GBj B-4 7-6; J Lutrova (Ru^ bt KUbme- 
Ho&and (GB) 6-1 6-D: L SidAbodi (Gcr) 
be KERotr (GB) 6-3 6-1: H MaUhews (GB) 
bt Mir Sueur {SA) 6-0 6-2: S Simon (Ger) 
b( V Dairies (GB) 6-4 6-4; J Chouriury (Gq 
br C Bormr (Bti) 2-6 6-1 7-5. 


2: St Neots 0 ChalFont St Peter 3: Basil- 
don 2 Burnham Ramblers 0; Barton 0 Ford 
Utd 1; Bedford Town 2 dacron 0; lyming- 
ton & New Milton 1 Sheppey 2: Qwchester 

0 Windsor 6 £ron 4: Banstead 1 Whyie- 
leafe 2: Odd Down 0 Grencester 2: Per- 
shore 4 Brislkigton 2: Great Yarmouth 2 
Newmarket 2 (<>ef. WpwmorirW won 4 2 
on penalties): Gnderford 0 Qevedon 0 
(oet. Gnderford won 5-4 on pens): 
Armthorpe o Thdcaster 0 (oet. Tadcasrer 
win 4-3 on pens); Maltby Main 0 Drojrts- 
den 2; Wbridngton 2 Osseit Albion 2 (oet 
Ossett Albion win 4-2 on pens): Baridng- 
side 3 Hinckley Urd 2 foerj: Lowestoft 2 
Staines 2 (oet. Lowestoft win W on pens); 
Uxbridge 3 Sudbury Wanderers 2 foctj; 
Bracknell 3 Horsham 4 foefj: Tunbridge 
Wells 2 Eastbourne Town 4: Elmore 4 
WestburyO. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DM- 

don: Burton Attrton 0 Halesowen Town 
1: Crawley l RodwttiiO; Gloucester 2 Bath 
1: Gran mam 2 Nuneaton 0: Gres ley 
Rovers 0 Merthyr TydfB 0; Hastings 1 
Dorchester 0; King's Lynn 0 Cambridge Oty 
3: Tkmwortn l Bromsgroae 0: Weymouth 

1 Salisbury i. 

RVMAN LEAGUE Premtor DMstoo: 
Aldershot 1 St Albans 2: Basingstoke 1 
Dagenham 6 Redbridge l . Bishop's Stort- 
tara 1 Sutton Utd 2: Carshalion 1 Bore- 
ham Wood i ; Dulwich 0 Harrow Borough 
2; Enfield 4 HeybridgeliHwtetonO Che- 
sham 1 : Hendon 3 Aylesbury 3l Slough 1 
Blllertciy 1; Walton 0 Hereham 1 Brom- 
ley 0. ran DJvfskuE Carney Island 2 
Bogrvx Regis 0: Qwresey 0 Wealdstone 


Voet is one of three Festina 
team officials currently under 
formal investigation after the 
Tour de France drug scandal. 
Hie others are Ityckaert and the 
team cfirectoi; Bruno Roussel. 

On Monday the French Cy- 
cling Federation prevented Fes- 
tina from racing in October's 
worid championships. 


1; Maidenhead 1 Lrarherhead 3; Oxford 
Gey 2 Yarding 2: Romford 1 Croydon 1: 
Worthing 3 Bertdumsred 2. Second M- 
utahMi: Marlow 9 Abingdon Town 1. 
Thame 5 Wltham 3: Tooting 6 Mitcham 

0 Northwood 1 . Third Dltiteten: Aveley 

1 Kingsbury 0: Croydon Athletic 2 Cam- 
berley 1. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Pnemfer DMstan: 

Accnogton Stanley 0 Choriey 0: Colwyn 
Bay 1 Marine O: FncVley 2 Btyth Spartans 
0; Spennymoor 2 Gateshead 2. Hrst Dl- 
iW o« Mattock 0 Alfteton 3: Stochsbridge 

2 Radefiffe Borough 4. Chall e nge Cup 
HnHwnd replay; Burse ough 1 Bom- 
ber Bridge 2 |trf). Pnddnt’s Cup Rnt 
round: Leigh RMI 2 Ashton Utd 1 : Work- 
sop 2 Forek-y Celtic 2. 

NORTHatN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE 
Premi er Dhrislon: Arnold 1 Stavetey 2: 
Gar forth 0 Liver sedge 4. 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Rrse Dhrtdon: Atherton LR 2 Kidsgrove 
Athletic 2: Glossop North End 0 Salford 
City 2: Hoflier Old Boys 0 Mame Road 2: 
Newcastle Town 4 LeeK CSOB 1: Prescot 
Cables 4 Mossley 0. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
First DMston: ftxlhiU 0 Wick 3: Setsey 

1 Porcfldd 2. John O'Hara League Cap 
Second round: Shoratum 2 Horsham 
YMCA 1 (pel). 

JEWISON WESSEX LEAGUE Hrst Di- 
vision: Bournemouth FC 0 Newbury 4. 
WINSTCNLEAD KENT LEAGUE Premier 
DMstan; Fawrsham 2 Lordswood 1 : Deal 

2 Hythe 2. Erlth Town 1 Heme Bay 0. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE first Dhrislon: EfclUngham Syn- 
thono 3 Stockton 0: Chester-le-Street 1 
Consett 0: Dunston FB 1 Morpeth 1 . Tow 
Law 2 Billing ham Town 1 : West Auckland 

3 Newcastle Blue Star o 

AVON MSURANCE COMBBUQION First 
Division: Arsenal 3 Chelsea 2: Tottenham 
0 Charlton 2. 

PONTIUS LEAGUE Premier DMstom 

Blackburn 2 Aston Wla 1 . Second DMeIme 
R otherham 0 Newcastle 4. 

LEAGUE OF WALES Gftbcrt Cup Brie 
roond: E&cwor City 1 Conwy 1 : Carraw 2 
Barry Town 2; Holywell Town 0 Newtown I 
NATIONWIDE GOLD CUP; ScsUm A: B^- 
fymena 1 Camck dangers a. Clifton vtffe 7 
Bangor a S«Gm fh uusadere 0 Umavady 
Utd i; Qenavon 5 Dungannon Swats 0. Lm- 
fieW 3 Newry 0. Section C: Glentoran 4 
Lame 1 : Omagh I Baltyelare Comrades 2: 
Ponactown 3 Ards 0 

ml HARP LASER CUP OuRer-flna* 
Derry City 2 Cork City 2 fact. Cor* win 3-0 
cm penalties). 

DUTCH LEAGUE: PSVEmdnmen 1 lOotyer 
14) Feyenoord 2 (Wn Voaen 42. Cnn 47). 
GERMAN CUP SncMti round: Bayer Lev- 
erivsen 1 HertfiaBertn I (arc rtvefto Berlin 
won 4-3 on penalties): Kanerelautein 1 v»L 
Bochum 1 (aR.m.axfunnan5-4onpenaf- 
des): Vltader Bremen 3 Hansa Rostock 2. VfB 
Stuttgart 3 Bnbachl Frankfurt 2. fiorora Din- 

seldorf 3 T5V i860 Munich 1: Amvnia 
Bielefeld 2 wauenuheu 1: tennis Borussu 
8enln4 StuRprt Klthere 2: Sporafieunae Eis- 
barwal 1 Rot-Wefas Oberiuusen 4. 
mUAN CUP Second round second tap 
Roma 2 Chlevo Vtrona 1 ( agg: 4-3) 
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THE REBEL Manchester Unit- 
ed supporters can take at bee 
value BSkyB's promise not to 
further tamper with kick-off 
times if their Old TTafford 
takeover is successful Why 
should they? The satellite 
broadcaster is doing it already. 

United versus Liverpool is 
arguably the fiercest-fbught 
match in the Premiership sea- 
son and a fixture as redolent of 
Lancashire tradition as hot 
pot So they play it on the day 
least accukomed to hosting 
football, Thursday. 

If you are one of Old Tfcaf- 
ford's long-distance season 
ticket holders who has no 
chance of making the ma tc h 
after work then you win be in- 
terested, if not wholly sur- 
prised, in the reason; television. 

BSkyB wanted to show the 
game five but its normal trans- 
mission times of Sunday or 
Monday were ruled out be- 
cause of both clubs' European 
commitments next week. Sat- 
urday morning was mooted, as 
it has been for this fixture in die 
past but then someone saw a 
gap in the crowded calendac 
Hence tonight’s 8pm kick-offl 

The change has been em- 
braced by the dubs because it 
gives them more time to pre- 
pare for Bayern Munich and 
Kosice respectively but when 
United need to cultivate as 
many Mends as posable 
among their supporters -yes- 
terday the 28,000 sharehold- 
ers were mailed leaflets 
opposing die BSkyB takeover - 
the tuning is unfortunate. 

Tb night’s match will be the 
eighth shown live on television 
in the last nine days (Match of 
the Day highlights were shown 
on Saturday in addition), which 
ought to merit a reference to 
the Monopolies Commission, if 
only from the sizeable chunk of 
the population who have no in- 
terest in football It ought to be 
too much, except this match 
whets even over-fed appetites. 


BY GUY HODGSON 


u You never knowhow these 
games will go because they 
are two good teams,” Alex Fer- 
guson, the United manager; 
said yesterday- “It’s always a 
hard game, passionate and en- 
tertaining, and there are a lot 
of good players on both sides. 
It’s an amazing derby because 
this is not a new-found rivalry 
it’s been going on for three 
decades at least, at chy lewd as 
well as between the teams.” 

United gave their fans every 
reason to fear the worst in this 
pressure-cooker game with a 
performance against Arsenal 
on Sunday which was so flaccid 
that to dekribe their display as 
limp would be to insult in- 
growing toenail sufferers. *T 
hope my players realise how 
badly they let themselves 
down,” Ferguson said, darkly. 

One could question the Unit- 
ed manager’s tactic of playing 
Ryan Giggs and Dwight 'forte 
against the towering Arsenal 
central defenders, but what was 
particularly disappointing was 
the lack of force in midfield. An- 
gels axmallyfearto tread when 
Roy Keane and Nicky Butt are 
snapping on Sunday even be- 
fore Butt was sent off, Patrick 
Vieira and Michael Hughes 
were allowed to dominate. 

“Roy Keane is not a good 
loser” Ferguson said, antici- 
pating a positive reaction 
tonight from a player who spent 
nearly ayear recovering from a 
knee injury “He won’t have en- 
joyed what happened an. Sunday 

“He’s done better than 1 
thought We’ll have to give him 
a break soon because he’s been 
out fora long time and although 
he can survive on adrenalin for 
a fewgames he win hit a plateau 
or even dip. He needs to restore 

his energy levels.” 

A foBy fit Keane against Paul 

Ince would bea dash to savour; 
particularly as the latter was 
described as a “big-time char- 


lie” by Fhrguson this week in a 
television documentary. Ri ce 
missed Saturday’s draw 
against Charlton, however and 
is doubtful for tonight 

His presence will be missed 
because, after comprehen- 
sively defeating Kosice in Slo- 
vakia, Liverpool were fortunate 
to get a point cm Saturday when 
their chronic defensive flaws 
were exposed once more. Each 
year you expect something bet- 
ter from this richly talented 
team but even though players 
come and go, the character - 
hair-wrench ingly inconsistent - 
remains the same. 

There lies the key to the 
matrh season Liverpool 
were reduced to 10 men for a 
half after Michael Owen was 
sent off yet they held on for a 
draw, denting United’s title chal- 
lenge. A show of similar back- 
bone could embarrass United, 
but who knows how this fickle 
team will perform tonight? 
‘There are no worries about mo- 
tivating the playera. They dorft 
cone any tagger than us against 
United,” Liverpool’s joint-man- 
ager; Roy Evans, said. 

“I have plenty of players,” 
Ferguson said, mindfal of both 
sides’ natures. “I just have to 
pick the right team. The Giggs- 
Yorfee partnership didn't work 
at all against Arsenal but it 
doesn’t mean I won’t try it 
again. There won't be a lot of 
changes although I have op- 
tions, including bringing in Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaex; Andy Cole 
and Paul Schdes.” 

If that suggests Ferguson is 
unlikely to release any of his 
squad, it is correct Crystal 
Palace are rumoured to want 
Teddy Sheringham and Aston 
Villa have inquired about Andy 
Cole, but neither will succeed. 

T want to win the lottery but 
I can't” Ferguson said. “There 
are no players for sale. We 
need a strong squad to survive 
the season and we’ve got one. 
I think we should keep it” 
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Wednesday’s solution 


I ill 
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ACROSS 23 

I It ensures a fair run for 24 
one’s money (13) 

10 Try and goal reported at 25 
alf? (9) 

II Communications with the 26 
Phriaan in American 

state (5) 

12 Green, needing oxygen to 

survive <5) 2 

13 One at the wheel’s a sup- 
plier covering Michigan 3 
<9> 

14 Officer has to took out- 4 

side harbour (7) 

16 Fishes North for king 5 
crabs? i?> 

18 Falls back on reserves (7) 6 

20 Widely-known wretch on 

charge (7) 7 

21 Whip s turned back red 
lone hears) in general (9) 


Left bouquet for a girl (5) 
Abuse no note on instru- 
ment (5) 

Ill-fated star? ft>ssibly a 
red giant (9) 

Chap in saloon could be 
the waiter here (5-8) 


8 Expansive spirit has 


DOWN 

Soldier met disheart- 
ened war-worn vets (3-6) 
Fhr up Fngfish climbing 
plant (5) 

Note to dictate for far- 
ther requisitions (7) 

Are they known by their 

featherings? (7) 

Gypsum placed inbox (5, 
4) 

Alnwst raise sprits, bag- 
ging century in fine dis- 
play (5) 


mounting reserve (13) 

9 There’s always a little 
stoppage-time in these 
(7,6) 

15 Sign off with name in a 
note (9) 

17 Production -otherwise 
liquidation (9) 

19 Moan audibly with a 
twitch of a nave (7) 

20 Covet an absurd amount 
of Spanish money (7) 

22 Finish recess, running 
out of time 15) 

23 Bpmnins uriWi ffa nghter 

in the city 15) 
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Russia’s Anna Kournifoova shows the power which proved too much few Adriana Gersi, of the Czech Republic, during the first round of 
the Princess Cup in Tokyo yesterday. Kounukova, seeded No 5, won 6-2, 6-1 / AFP 
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Swiss watchmakers since 1 8 6 5 


LIFE IS IN THE MOVEMENT 


ChronoMaster 
















AVAILABLE AT SELECTED BRANCHES OF THE 
GOLDSMITH GROUP. ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S 
LEADING QUALITY JEWELLERS 
WITH OVER 150 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 


G-OLDSMIT-H-S 


Roe Jewellery 



FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST CALL FREE 

on 0800 Goldsmiths (0800 465376) 
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